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LETTERS 

PROM 

Dr. SWIFT to STELLA, 

LETTER XXVII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. JOHNSON. 

London, July 19, 1711. 

1 HAVE juft fent my 26th, and have 
nothing to fay, becaufe I have other letters 
Co write -, (pfhaw, I began too high) but I 
mud lay the beginning like a neft-egg : to* 
niorrow I'll fay more^ and fetch up this 
line to be flraight. This is enough at pre-" 
fent for two dear iaucy naughty girls. 

2o. Have 1 told you that JVal/s has been 
with me, and leaves the tpwn in three days. 
He has brought no gown with him. Dilfy 
carried him to a play. He has come upon 
a foolifh errand^ and goes back as he comes. 
I was this day with lord Peterborow^ who ib 
going another ramble : I believe I told you 
fo. I dined with lord treafurer^ but cannot 

Vol. V. B get 
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^ get him to do his own bufinefs with mcr;^ 
he has put me off till to-morrow. 

21,22. I dined ycfterday with lord trea- 
furer, who would needs take me along with 
him to Wind/or^ although I refused him 
feveral times, having no linen, &c. I had 
juft time to defire lord Forbes to call at my 
lodging, and order my man to fend my 
things to-day to Windfor by his fervant. I 
lay laft night at the fecretary*s lodgings at 
Windfor^ and borrowed one of his flbirts to^ 
go to court in. The queen is very well. I 
dined with Mr. MaJBam ; and not hearing 
any thing of my things, I got lord Win-- 
cbelfea to bring me to town. Here I found 
thdX Patrick had broke open the clofet ta 
get my Knen and night-gown, and fent them 
to Windfor^ and there they are ; and he not 
thinking I would return ib fbon^ is gone 
upon his raTObles: fo here lam left defti- 
tttte, and forced to borrow a night-gown 
ctf my landlady, and have not a rag to put 
on to-morrow: faith^ it gives me the 
fpleen. 

23. Morning. It is a terrible rainy day, 
and rained prodigioufly on Saturday night. 
Patrick lay out laft night, and is not yet 
returned : faith, poor Prejio is a dcfolate 

creature > 
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breature ; neither fervant, nor linen, nor 

any thing. Night. Lord Forbes's mart 

has brought back my portmantua, and Pa- 
trick is come J fo I am in Chrijlian cir- 
cumftahces: 1 (hall hardly commit fuch i 
frolick again. I juft crept out to Mrs. FanSy 
and dined, and ftaid there the afternoon : 
it has rained all this day. Windfor is a deli- 
cious place : I never faw it biefore, except 
for an hour about feventcen j^earS ago. Walls 
has been here in niy abfcnce, I fuppofe to 
take his leave ; for he dcfigned not td ftay 
above five days in London. He fays, he and 
his wife v^^ill come here for fome months 
next year ; and, in fhort, he dares not ftay 
how for fear of her. 

24. I dined to-day witH a h^dgc friend 
In the city 5 dnd W'alls overtook me in the 
ftreet, and told nie he was jiift getting on 
horfeback for Cb'ejlet. He has as much c4i- 
Hofity as a cow : he lodged with his horfd 
in Alderfgate-Jlreet i he haS bought his wife 
a filk gown, and hinifelf a hat. And what 
are you doing ? what is pdor MD doing now ? 
how do you pafs your time at Wexford f how 
do the waters agree with you ? Let Prefto 
know foon ; for Prefto lorigs to know, and 
inuft know. Is not madain Proby curious 
fi 2 com^ 
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company ? I am afraid this rainy weatHcr 
will fpoil your waters. We have had a great 
deal of wet thefc three days. Tell me all 
the particulars of Wexford-, the place, the 
company, the diverfions, the viftuals, the 
wants, the vexations. Poor Dingley never 
faw fuch a place in her life; fent all overr 
the town for a little parfley to a boiled 
chicken, and it was not to be had : the 
butter is ftark naught, except an old Eng- 
UJh woman's ; and it is fuch a favour to get 
a pound from her now and then. I am 
glad you carried down your fhcets with you, 
t\it you muft have lain in fackcloth. O:^ 
Lord! 

25. I was this forenoon with Mr. fecre-* 
tary at his office, and helped to hinder ai 
man of his pardon, who is condemned fon 
a rape. The under-fecrctary was willing to- 
fave him, upon an old notion that a womai> 
cannot be raviflied : but I told the fecretary,- 
he could not pardon him without a favour- 
able report from the judge; befides, he wasr" 
a fiddler, and confequently a rogue, and de- 
fervcd hanging for fomething elfe; and i<> 
he fliall fwing. What ; I muft ftand up foe 
the honour of the fair fex? 'Tis true, the 
fellow had lain with her a hundred times^ 

before ; 
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ijbcforc ; but what care I for that ? What 1 
mufl a woman be ravlHied becaufe fhe is a 
whore ? — The fecretary and I go on Satur^ 
Jay to U^indfor for a week. I dined with 
lord treafurer, and' ftaid with him till paft 
ten. I was to-day at his levee, where I 
went againft my cuftom, becaufe I had a 
mind to do a good office for a gentleman : 
fo I talked with him before my lord, that 
he might fee me, and then found occafion to 
recommend him this afternoon. I was 
forced to excufe my coming to the levee, 
that 1 did it to fee the fight ; for he was 
going to chide me away : I had never been 
diere before but once^ and that was long 
before he was treafurer. The rooms were 
aH full, and as many JVbigs as Tories. He 
whiipered me a jeft or two, and bid mc 
come to dinner. 1 left him but juft now, 
and 'tis late. 

26. Mt. Addifon and I have at laft met 
4gain. I dined with him and Steele to-day 
at young ^acob Tonfori%. The two Jacobs 
think it is I who have made the fecretary 
take from them the printing of the Gazette^ 
which they are going to lofe, and Ben. Tooke 
and another are to have it. Jacob came 
to mc t'other day, to make his court ; but 
B 3 I told 
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I told him, it was too late, and that it wa$ 
not my dping. I reckon th^y will lofe it in 
a week or two. Mr. Addijon and \ talked 
as ufual, and as if we had feen one another 
yeflerday i and Steck and I were very eafy, 
although I writ him lately a hiting letter, 
in anfwer to one of his, where he defired 
me to recommend a friend of his to lord 
treafurer. Go, get you gone to your waters, 
firrah. Do they give you a ftpmach ? Do 
you eat heartily ? — We have had much rain 
^o-day and yefterday. 

27. I dined to-day in the qity, and faw 
poor Patty Rolt, and gave her a piftole to 
help her a little forvvard againft (he goes to 
board in the coqntry. She has hut eighteeri 
pound? a year to live on, and is forced to 
feek out for cheap places. Sometimes they 
raife their price, and fometimes they ftarvc 
her, and then fhe is forced to (hift. P^- 
trick the puppy put too much ink in my 
flandifli, and carrying too many things to- 
gether, I fpilled it on my paper and floor. 
The town is dull, and wet apd empty : 
Wexford is worth two of it ; I hope fo at 
leaft, and that poor lUtle MD finds it fo. 
I reckon upon going to Wind/or to-morrow 
with Mr. fcgretary, unlefs he changes his 

mind. 
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tiiind, or Ibmc other bufinefs prevents him, 
I fliall (lay there a week, I hope. 

28, Morning. Mr. fccretary fent me 
nvord, he will call at my lodgings by two 
this afternoon, to take me to Windfory fo 
I muft dine no where ; and I promifed lord 
treafurer to dine with him, to-day; but I 
fuppofe we (hall dine at Wind/or at iiy-c, for 
we make but <three hours there. I am going 
abroad, but have left Patrick to put up my 
things, and to be fure to be at home half 

an hour before two, Windfor^ at night. 

Wc did not leave London till three, and 
dined here between fix and feven ; at nine I 
left the company, and went to fee lord trea- 
furer, who is juft come. I chid him for 
•coming fo late ; he chid me for not dining 
with him ; faid, he (laid an hour for me. 
Then I went and fat with Mr, Lewis till 
jiift now, and 'tis paft eleven. I lie in the 
fame houfe with the fecretary, one of the 
pj^bcndary's houfes. The fecretary is not 
come from his apartment in the Ca/lle. Do 
you think that abominable dog Patrick was 
oi>t after tWo to-day, and I in a fright every 
moment for fear the chariot (hould come ? 
and when he came in he had not put up one 
rag of my things : I never was in a greater 
B 4 pafHon, 
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paffion, and would certainly have cropt one 
of his ears, if I had not lookt every mo- 
ment, for the fecrctary, who fent his equi- 
page to my lodging before, and came in a 
chair from Whitehall to me, and happened 
to ftay half an hour later than he intended. 
One of lord trcafurer's fcrvants gave me a 
letter to-night; I found it was from *****, 
with an offer of fifty pounds to be paid me 
in what manner I pleafed ; becaufe, he faid, 
he defired to be well ^ with me. I was in 
a rage; but my friend Lewis cooled me, 
and faid, it is what the beft men fome- 
.times meet with ; and 1 have been not fel- 
dom ferved in the Jike manner, although 
not fo grofsly. In thefe cafes I never de- 
mur a moment; nor ever found the leaft 
inclination to take any thing. Well, I'll 
go try to fleep in my new bed, and to dream 
of poor Wexford MD^ and Stella that drinks 
water, and Din^ky that drinks ale, 

29. I was at Court and church to-day, 
as I was this day fennigbt : I generally am 
acquainted with about thirty in the drawing-? 
room, and I am fo proud I make all the 
lords come up to nriej one pafles half an 
hour pleafant enough. We had a dunce t^ 
preach before the queen to-day, which of 

tei 
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ten happens. Wind/or is a delicious j(itua« 
tion, but the town is fcoundrel. I have this 
morning got the Gazette for Ben. Tooke and 
one Barber a printer ; it will be about 
three hundred pounds a year between them. 
T'other fellow was printer of the Examiner, 
which is now laid down. I dined with the 
fecretary, we were a dozen in -all, three 
Scotch lordsi and lord Peterborow. Duke 
Hamilton would needs be witty, and hold 
up my train as I walked up (lairs. It is aa 
ill circumftance, that on Sundays much com- 
pany always meet at the great tables. Lord 
treafurer told at Courts what I faid to Mr., 
fecretary on this occafion. The fecretary 
'fhewed me his bill of fare to encourage me 
to dine with him. Poh, faid I, f^ew me 
a bill of company, for I value not your din* 
ner. See how this is all blotted *, I can 
write no more here, but to tell you I love 
MD dearly, and God blefs them. 

30. In my confcience I fear I (hall have 
the gout. I fometimes feel pains about my 
feet and toes ; I never drank till within thefe 
two years, and I did it to cure my head. I 
often fit evenings with fome of tbefe people, 

* This refers to the ink mentioned above, which 
Wott^ bis paper. 

and 
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find drink in my turn ; but I am now re- 
fblved to drink ten times lefs than before ; 
but they advife me to let what I drink be 
all wine, and not to put water to it -f-. 
Tooke and the printer ftayed to-day to finifh 
their affair, and treated me, and two of the 
nnder-fecretarics, upon their getting the Ga- 
zette. Then I went to fee lord treafurer, 
and chid him for not taking notice of me at 
Wind/or : he faid, he kept a place for me 
yefterday at dinner, and exped:ed me there ; 
but I was glad I did not come, becaufc the 
duke of Buckingham was there, and that 
would have made us acquainted ; which I 
have no mind to. However, we appointed 
to fup at Mr. Majham^s^ and there ftayed 
till paft one o'clock ; and that is late, firrahs : 
kOid I have much bufinefs. 

3 1 . I have fent a noble haunch of venifbn 
this afternoon to Mrs. Vanhomrigh : I wifli 

f This advice appears to be r^afonable, either be- 
caufe that w|ien wine is mixed with water, the particles 
of it, being diluted, infinuate themfelves with greater 
facility into more veflfels of the body, and into chan- 
nels, that pure wine could not readily get admittance 
into ; and therefore its efFe(Sb are more difficult to be 
fliaken oflF: or, becaufe that wine being of a hot na- 
ture, as it digefts every thing elfe, fo it digefts itfelf ; 
but, wh^n mixed with water, it has a contrary cfFe(Si. 
Vid. Ariftot. Problem. Sga. 3. Prob. 3, Cpnfult alfo 
Pf^pb. 14, 22. 

you 



you had it, firrahs : I dined gravely with 
my landlord the fecretary. The queen was 
abroad to-day in order to hunt, but finding 
it difpofed to rain, (he kept in her coach : 
(he hunts in a chaife with one horfc, which 
fhe drives herfelf, and drives furioufly^ like 
^ehu^ and is a mighty hunter, like Nimrod. 
Ttingley has heard of Nimrod^ but not Stella^ 
for it is in the Bible. I was to-day at Eton^ 
which is but juft crofe the bridge, to fee my 
lord Kerry's fop, who is at fchool there. Mr. 
fecrctary has given me a warrant for a buck ; 
I can't feiid it to MD ? It is a fad thing 
faith, confidering how Prejio loves MD, 
and how MD would love Prejio s venifon for 
Prejio s fake. God blefs the two dear JFex^ 
ford girls. 

Aug. I. We had for dinner the fellow of 
that haunch of venifon I* fent to London i 
'twas mighty fat and good, and eight peo- 
ple at dinner ^ that was bad. The queen 
and I were going to take the air this after- 
noon, but not together; an^ were both hin- 
dered by a fudden rain. Her coaches and 
chaifes all went back, and the guards too : 
and I fcoured into the market-place for fhel- 
ter. I intended to have walked up the fineft 
avenue I ever faw, two miles long, with 

two 
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two rows of elms on each, fide. I walked 
in the evening a little upon the terrace, and 
came home at eight : Mr. fecretary came 
ibon after, and we were engaging in deep 
difcourfe, and I was endeavouring to fettle 
fome points of the greateft confequence ; 
and had wormed my felf pretty well into 
him, when his under- fecretary came in (who 
lodges in the fame houfe with us) and in- 
terrupted all my fcheme. I have jufl left 
him ; 'tis late, &c. 

2. I have been now five days at Wind'- 
for 9 and Patrick has been drunk three times 
that I have feen, and oftener I believe. He 
has lately had cloaths that have coft me five 
pounds^ and the dog thinks he has the whip 
hand of me ; he begins to mafter me ; fo 
now I am refolved to part with him, and 
will ufe him without the lead pity. The 
fecretary and I^have been walking three or 
four hours to-day. The duchefs of Shrewf- 
bury alked him, was not that Dr. Tix. and 
ibc could not fay my name in Englijh, but 
faid Dr. Prejlo^ which is Italian for Swiji. 
Whimfical enough, as Billy Swift fays. I 
go to-morrow with the fecretary to his houfe 
ziBuckleberry^ tWenty-five miles from hence, 
and return early pa Sunday morning. I will 

leave 



fcavc tfeis letter bdiind me lockt up, anrf 
give you an account of my journey when I 
return • I had a letter ycfterday from the 
biihop of Clogber^ wha is coming up ta 
Dublin, to his parliament. Have you any 
correfpondcnce with him to Wexford? Me- 
thinks I now long for a letter from you^ 
dated Wexford, July 24, Gfc- O Lord, that 
would be fo prefendtng ; and then fays you^ 
Stella can't write much, becaufe it is bad 
to write when one drinks the waters ; and 
I think/ fays you, I find myfelf better al- 
ready, but I cannot tell yet, whether it be 
the journey or the waters. Prejlo is fo filly 
to-night ; yes he be ; but Pre/lo loves MD 
deafly, as hope fiivfed, 

3 . Morning. L am to go this day at noon, 
as I told you, io Buckleberry y we dine at 
twelve, and exped to be there; in four hours j 
I* cannot bid you gdod night now, becaufe I 
fhall be twenty-five miles from this paper 
to-night, and fo my journal' muft have a 
break ; fo good morrow, &c. 

4, 5. I dined yefterday at Buckleberryf 
where we lay two nights, and f«t out this 
morning at eight, and were here at twelve, 
in fouiu hours we went twenty-fix miles. 
Mr. fccretary was a pcrfeft country gentle- 
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liian at Budkleberry j he fmoakt tobacco witii 
one or two neighbours ; he enquired after 
the wheat in fuch a field ; he went to vifit 
his hounds ; and knew all their names i he 
and his lady faw me to my chamber juft in 
the country fafhion. His houfe is in the 
midfl: of near three thoufand pounds a year 
he had by his lady, who is defcended from 
Jack Newbury^ of whom books and ballada 
are written ) and there is an old pi£kure of 
him in the houfe* She is a great favourite 
of mine^ I loft church to-day; but i 
drefled, and (haved> and went to Cotirt, and 
would not dine with the fecrctary, but en- 
gaged myfclf to a private dinner with Mr^ 
Lewis^ and one friend more. We go to 
London to-toorfow; for lord Dartmouth^ the 
Other fecretary, is come, and they are here 
their weeks by turns. 

6- Lord trqafurer comes every Saturday 
to Windfovy and goes away on Monday or 
^uefday. I was with him.diis morning at 
his levee, for one cannot fee him otherwifo 
here, he is fo hurried : we ^ad fome talk, 
and I told him I would ftay this week at 
Wind/or by myfelf, where I can have more 
leifure to do fome bufinefs that concerns 
them. Lord treafurer and the fecretary 
' - 2 thought 
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thought to mortify me, for they told m^ 
they had been talking a great deal of me to« 
day to the queen, and fhe faid, fhe had never 
heard of me ; I told them. That was their 
fault, and not hers, &c. and fo we laughed. 
I dined with the fecretary, and let him go 
to London at five without me; and here am 
I all alone in the prebendary's houie, which 
Mr. fecretary has taken ; only Mr. Le^is is 
in my neighbourhood, and we (hall be good 
company. The vice-chamberlain, and Mr. 
Majham^ and the green-cloth, have promifed 
me dinners. I fhall want but four till Mn 
fecretary returns. We have a mufick meet- 
ing in our town to-night. I went to the 
rehearfal of it, and there was Margarita^ 
md her iifter, and another drab, and a par- 
xl of fiddlers i I was weary, and would not 
JO to the meeting, which I am forry for, 
)ecaufe I heard it was a great aflembly. Mr. 
Lewis came from it, and fat with me till 
uft now; and 'tis late. 

7. I can do no bufinefs, I fear, becauie 
4r« Lewis^ who has nothing or little to do 
lere, flicks clofe to me. I dined to-day 
;rith the gentlemen ufhers, among fcurvy 
company ; but the queen was hunting the 
lag till four this afjternoon, and fhe drove 
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in her chaifc above fdrty miles, and it waj 
five before we went to dinner. Here are 
fine walks about this town; I fometimcs 
walk up the avenue. 

8. There was a drawing-room to-day at 
Court; but fo few company, that the queen 
^ fent for us into her bed-chamber, where we 
maide our bows, and ftood about twenty of 
US round the roorn, while (he looked at us 
round witb l^er fan in her mouth, and once 
a minute faid ^bout three words to fome that 
were neareft her, and then fhe was told 
dinner was ready, and went oiit. I dined 
at the green-cloth, by Mr. Scarborows invi- 
tation, v^ho is in waiting. It is much the 
befl: tstble in England^ and cofts the queen a 
thoqfand pounds a month while (he is at 
Wind/or or Hampton-Court ; and is the only 
mark of munificence or hofpitality I can fee 
in the queen's family : it is defigned to en- 
tertain foreign minifters, and people of 
quality^ who .come to fee the queen, and 
have no place to dine at. 

,9. Mr. Cokey the vice-<:hamberlain, mader 
me a long vifit this morning, and invited 
me to dinner, but the toaft, his lady, was- 
unfortunately engaged to lady Sunderland^ 
Lord treafurer ftole here laft night, but did 
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li6t lie at his lodgings in the Cajilei and af- 
ter feeing the queen, went back again. I 
juft drank a difh of chocolate with him. I 
fancy I fhall havte reafon to be angry with 
him very foon : but what care I ? I be- 
lieve I (hall die with miniftries in my debt. 

This night I received a certain letter 

from a place called Wexfordy from two dear 
naughty girls of my acquaintance; but faith 
I won't anfwer it here, no in troth. 1 will 
fend this to Mr. Readings fuppofing it will 
find you returned ; and I hope better for 
the waters. 

lo* Mr. vice-chamberlaift lent me his 
horfes to ride about and fee the country 
this morning. Dr. Arbuthnott^ the queen's 
phyfician and favourite, went out with me 
to (hew me the places : we went a little af- 
ter the queen, and overtook Mifs Forejler^ a 
maid of. honour, on her palfry taking the 
air; we made her go along with us. We 
faw a place they have made for a famoilS 
horfe-race to morrow, where the queen will 
_come. We met the queen coming back, 
and Mifs Forejier flood, like us, with her 
hat off while the queen went by. The Dr. 
and I left the lady where we found h.r, but 
under other condudlors, and we dined at a 
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little place he has taken, about a mile off* 
-^When I came back, I found Mr. Scarbo^ 
row had fent all about to invite me to the 
green-cloth, and leflencd his company on 
purpofe to make me eafy. It is very oblig- 
ing, and will coft me thanks. Much com- 
pany is come tatown this evening, to fee to- 
morrow's race. I was tired with riding a 
trotting mettlefomc horfe a dozen miles, 
having not been on horfe-back this twelve- 
month. And Mifs Forejler did not rpake it 
eafier; fhe is a lilly true maid of honour, 
and I did not like her, although fhe be a 
toad, and was dreffed like a man. 

1 1. I will fend this letter to-day. I ex- 
pedt the fecretary by noon. I will not go ta 
the race, unlefs I can get room in fomc 
coach. It is now morning. I muft rife, 
and fold up and fcal my letter. Farcwel, 
and God preferve deareft MD. 

I believe I fhall leave this town on Mon^ 
day. 



Letter xxviil 

XVindfor, Aug. ii, 1711; 

X SENT away my twenty- feventh this 
inorning in an exprcfs to London, and di- 
feded to Mr. Reading : this fhall go to your 
lodgings, where I reckon yoii will be re- 
turned before it reaches you. I intended to 
go to the race to-day^ biit was hindered by 
a vifit, I believe I told you fo in my laft. I 
dined to-day at the green-cloth, where every 
body had been at the race but myfelf, and 
We were twenty in all ; and very noify com- 
pany : but I made the Vice-chamberlain and 
two friends more fit at a fide-table, to be 4 
little quiet. At fix I went to fee the fecre- 
tary, who ii5 returned ; but lord keeper fent 
to defirc I Would fup with him^ where I 
llayed till juft now 5 lord treafurer and fecrc- 
tary were to come to lis, but both failed^ 
*Tis late, Gfr. 

12. I was this morning to vifit lord 
keeper, who made me reproaches that I had 
never vifited him at liindfor. He had a pre- 
fent fent him of delicious peaches, and he 
i^as champing and champing, but I durft 
not eat one ; 1 wiflied Dinglcy had fome of 
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them, for poor Stella can no more cat fruit 
than Prefto. Dilly JJhe is come to Wind/or ; 
and after church I carried him up to the 
drawing-room, and talked to the keeper and 
treafurer, on purpofe to fhew them to him^ 
and he faw the queen and feveral great lords, 
and the duchefs of Montague ; he was 
mighty happy, and refolves to fill a letter 
to , the bifhop *. My friend Lewis and I 
dined foberly with Dr. jidams^ the only 
neighbour prebendary. One of the preben- 
daries here is lately a peer, by the death of 
his father. He is now lord Wilhughby of 
Brooky and will fit in the houfe of lords 
with his gown. I fupped to-night at Ma- 
Jhanis with lord treafurer, Mr. fecretary, and 
Prior. The treafurer made us flay till twelve, 
before he came from the queen, and 'tis now 
part two. 

13. 1 reckoned upon going to London to- 
day ; but by an accident the cabinet council 
did not fit laft night, and fat to-day, fo we 
go to-morrow at fix in the morning. I 
mifs'd the race to-day by coming out too 
late, when every body's coach was gone, 
and ride I would not ; I felt my laft riding 
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three days after. We had a dinner to-day at 
the fecretary's lodgings without him : Mr. 
Hare^ his under- fecrctary, Mr, Lewisy bri- 
gadier Sutton and I dined together, and I 
made the vice-chamberlain take a fnap with 
us, rather than ftay till five for his lady, who 
was gone to the race. The reafon why the 
cabinet council was not held laft night, was 
becaufe Mr. fecretary St. Jo/jn would not 
fit with your duke of Somerfet. So to-day 
the duke was forced to go to the race while 
the cabinet was held. We have mufick- 
meetings in our town, and I was at the re- 
hearfal t'other day, but I did not value it, 
nor would go to the meeting. Did I tell you 
this before ? 

. London^ 14. We came to town this day 
in two hours and forty minutes : twenty 
miles are nothing here. I found a letter from 
the archbiftiop oi Dubliriy fcnt me the Lord 
knows how. He fays fome of the bifhops 
will hardly believe that lord treafurer got 
the queen to remit the Firji- Fruits before 
the duke of Ormond was declared lord lieu- 
tenant; and that the bifhops have written 
a letter to lord treafurer, to thank him. He 
has fentmethe addrefs of the convocation, 
afcribing, in good part, that affair t.o tbc 
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duke, who had lefs (hare in it than MZ>i 
for if it had not been for A/D, I (houlcj 
not have been fo good a folicitor. I dined 
to-day in the city, about a little bit of miA 
chief with a printer. -^ 1 found Mrs. Van- 
homrigh all in combqftipn, fquabbling with 
her rogue of a landlord ; flie has left her 
houfe, and gone out of our neighbourhood 
9 good way. Her eldeft daughter is come 
of ag?, and going to Ireland to look after 
her fortune, and get it in her own hands. 

15. I dined to-day with Mrs. Van^ who 
goes to-night to her new lodgings. I went 
at fix to fee lord treafurer, but his company 
was gone, contrary to cuftom, and he was 
bufy, and I was forced to ftay fome time 
before I could fee him. We were together 
hardly an hour, and he went away, being 
in hade. lie defired me to dine with hint 
pn Friday^ becaufe there would be a friend 
of his that I muft fee : my lord Harley tol4 
me when he was gone, that it was Mrs. Afo-. 
Jham his father meant, who is come to town 
to lie-in, and whom I never faw, though her 
hufband is one of our Society. God fend her 
a good time ^ her death would be a terrible 
thing. — Do you know, that I have venture4 
tU ^}V credit with thefe great miniflers, tq 
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clear fomc mifunderftandings betwixt them ; 
and if there be no breach, I ought to hav^ 
the merit of it? 'Tis a plaguy ticklifli 
piece of work>. and a man hazards lofing 
both fides. 'Tis a pity the world does not 
know my virtue. — I thought the clergy in 
convocation in Ireland would have given mc 
thanks for being their folicitor, but I hear of 
no fuch thing. Pray talk occafiionally on 
that fubjedit, and let me know what you 
hear. Do you know the grcatnefs of my 
fpirit, that I value their thanks not a rufh ? 
but at my return (hall freely let all people 
know» that it was my lord treafurer^s a(n:ion» 
wherein the duke of Ormond had iio more 
ihare than a cat. And fo they may go 
whiftle, and Til go fleep. 

1 6. I was this day in the city, and dined 
at Pontack's with Stratford^ and two other 
merchants. Pontack told us, although his 
wine was fo good, he fold it cheaper than 
others, he took but feven (hillings a fla(k. 
Arc not thefe pretty rates ? The books he 
fent for from Hamburgh^ are come, but not 
yet got out of the cuftom-houfe. My li- 
brary will be at leaft double when I come 
back. I (hall go xo Wind/or again on Satur- 
day, to meet our Society, who are to fup at 
C 4 Mz. 
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Mr. fecretary's ; but I believe I fliall returg 
pn Monday, and then I will anfwer your let- 
ter, that lies fafe here underneath ; — I fee 
it ; lie ftill ; TU anfwer you, when the ducks 
have eaten up the dirt. 

17. I dined to-day at lord trcafurer's 
with Mrs. Majham^ and fhe is extremely 
like one Mrs. Malolly, that was once my 
landlady in T^rim. She was ufed with 
mighty kindnefs and refpeft, like a favour 
rite. It fignifies nothing going to this lord 
treafurer about bufinefs, although it be his 
own. He was in hafte, and defires I will 
come again, and dine with him to-morrow. 
His famous lying porter is fallen fick, and 
they think he will die : I wi(h I had all my 
half-crowns again. I believe I have told 
you, he is an old Scotch fanatick, and the 
^amn'deft liar in his office alive. I have a 
mind to recommend Patrick to fucceed 
him : I have trained him up pretty well. I 
reckon fpr certain, you are now in town. 
The weather now begins to alter to rain. 

WinSfory 18. I dined to-day with lord 
treafurer, and he would make me go with 
him to Windfory although I was engaged to 
the fccretary, to whom I made my excufes : 
\V9 had in the coach beiides, his fon and 
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^n-in-law, lord Harley^ and lord DuppNn^ 
who are two of our fociety, and feven of us 
met by appointment, and fupped this night 
with the fecretary. It was paft nine before 
we got here ; but a fine moon-fhiny night. 
J (hall go back, I believe, on Monday. 'Tis 
very late, 

19, The queen did not ftir out to-day, (he 
is in a little fit of the gout. I dined at Mr. 
Majhams'j we had none but our fociety 
meaibers, fix in all, and I fupped with lord 
treafurer. The queen has ordered twenty 
thoufand pounds to go on with the building 
at Blenheim^ which has been ftarved till now, 
fince the change of the miniftry. I fuppofe 
it is to reward his laft aftion of getting into 
the French lines. Lord treafurer kept me 
till paft twelve. 

London, 20. It rained terribly every ftep 
of our jourftey to-day ; I returned with the 
fecretary after a dinner of cold meat, and 
went to Mrs. VanSj where I fat the even- 
ing. I grow very idle, becaufe I have a 
great deal of bufinefs. Tell me how you 
pafied your tirne at Wexford \ and an't you 
glad at heart you have got home fafe to your 
lodgings at St. Marys^ pray ? And fo your 
friends come to vifit you i and Mrs. Walls is 
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much better of her eye; and the dean is juft 
as he ufed to be : and what does JValls fay of 
London? 'tis a reafoning coxcomb. And 
goody Stoytey and Hannah what d'ye call 
her ; no, her name en't Hannahy Catharine 
I mean ; they were fo glad to fee the ladies 
again -, and Mrs, Manley wanted a compa- 
nion at ombre. 

2T. I writ to-day to the archbiftiop of 
Dublin^ and inclofed a long politic paper by 
itfelf. You know the bifhops are all angry 
that (fmoak the wax qandle drop at the 
bottom of this paper) I have Jet the world 
know the Firjl-Fruits were got by lord 
treafurer before the duke of Ormond was 
governor. I told lord treafurer all this, and 
he is very angry ; but I pacified him again 
by telling him they were fools, and knew 
nothing of what pafled here, but thought 
all was well enough, if they complimented 
the duke oi Ormond. Lord treafurer gave 
mc t'other day a letter of thanks he received 
from the bifhops of Ireland^ figned by fe- 
ycnteen, and fays he will write them an 
anfwcr. The dean of Carlijle fat with me 
to-day till three, and I went to dine with 
lord treafurer, who dined abroad, fo did the 
Secretary, and I v/as lefcjn the fuds. 'Twas 
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almoft four^ and I got to Sir Matthew Du^^ 
Uy^ who had half dined, ^hornhill^ who 
killed Sir Cholmley Dering^ was murdered 
by two men on ^urnham-Green laft Monday 
jjight : as they ftabbed him, they bid him 
remember Sir Cholmley Derwg. They had 
quarreled at Hampton-Court ^ and followed 
and flubbed him on horfehack. We have 
only a Grubjireet paper of it, but I believe 
it is true. I went myfelf through Turn^ 
i>am-Green the fame night, which was yc- 
ilerday. 

22. We have had terrible rains thefe two 
or three days. I intended to dine at lord 
treafurer's, but went to fee lady Abercorn^ 
who is come to town, and my lord \ and I 
dined with them, and vifited lord treafurer 
this evening. His porter is mending. I 
iat with my lord about three hours, and 
am come home early to be bufy. Pafling 
by Wlnte'% Chocolate^oufe^ my brother Ma- 
Jham called me, and told me his wife was 
brought to-bed of a boy, and both very well. 
(Our fociety, you muft know, are all bro- 
thers.) Dr. Garth told us, that Mr. Henley 
is dead of an apoplexy. His brother-in- 
law, earl Poulet^ is gone down to the Grange 
\0i take care of his funeral. The earl of 
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X^anhy^ the duke of Leedis eldcft grandfbn^ 
a very hopeful young man of about twenty, 
js dead at Utrecht of the fmall-pox.— -I 
long to know whether you begin to have 
jiny good efFe<3: by your waters. — Metfainks 
this letter goes on flowly 5 'twill be a fort^ 
pight next Saturday fince it was begun, and 
one fide not filled. O fye for (hame, Prefto. 
Faith, Tm fo tofticated to and from Wind-- 
Jbr, that I know not what to fay ; but faith, 
I'll go to JVindfar again on Saturday^ if they 
aflc me, not elfe. So lofe your money again, 
now you are come home; do, firrah. 

Take your magnifying glafs, madan^ 
Dingley. 

You (han't read this, firrah Stella ; don't 
read it for your life, for fear of your deareft 
eyes. 

There's enough for this fide ; thefe mini- 
fters hinder me. 

Pretty, dear, little, naughty, fancy MD. 

Silly, impudent loggerhead Prejio. 

23. Dilly and I dined to-day with* lord 
Abercorriy and had a fine fat haunch of ve- 
nifon, that fmelt rarely on one fide : and 
after dinner Dilly won half a crown of me 
at backgammon at his lodgings, to his great 
content. It is a fcurvy. empty town this 
. . mclan- 
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ihclancholy feafon of the year ; but I think 
our weather begins to mend. The roads are 
as deep as in Winter. The grapes arc fad 
things 5 but the peaches are pretty good, 
and there are fome figs. I fometimes ven- 
ture to eat one, but always repent it. You 
fay nothing of the box fent half a year ago. 
I wifti you would pay mc for Mrs. Walls % 
tea. Your mother is in the country, I fup- 
pofe. Pray fend me the account of MD^ 
madam Ding/ey, as it ftands fince Novem- 
ier, that is to fay, for this year, (excluding 
the twenty pounds lent Stella for WexfordJ 
for I cannot look in your letters. I think I 
ordered that Hawkjhaw's intereft (hopld be 
paid to you. When you think proper, I 
will let Parvifol know you have paid that 
twenty pounds, or part of it : and fo go 
play with the dean, and I will anfwer your 
letter to morrow. Good night, firrahs, and 
love PreJlOf and be good girls. 

24. I dined to-day with lord treafurer, 
who chid me for not dining with him ye- 
fterday ; for it feems 1 did not underftand 
his invitation : and their Club of the mini- 
ftry dined together, and expedtcd me. Lord 
Radmr and 1 were walking the Mall this 
cveninj;; and Mr. fccretary met us, and 
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took a turn or two> and then flolc aWay, attd 
we both believed it was to pick up fbmd 
wench ; and to-morrow he will be at th^ 
<;abinet with the queen : fo goes the world; 
Prior has been out of town thefe two 
months^ nobody knows where, and is lately 
returned. People confidently affirm he has 
been in France^ and I half believe it. It is 
faid, he was fent by the miniftry, and fo^ 
fomc overtures towards a Peaces The fe- 
cretary pretends he knows nothing of it. I 
believe your parliament will be diflblved. I 
have been talking about the quarrel between 
your lords and commons with lord treafurer; 
and did, at the requeft of fome people, de- 
fire that the queen's anfwer to the commons 
addrefs might exprefs a diflike of fome 
principles, &c. but was anfwered dubioufly. 
And fo now to your letter^ fair la- 
dies. I know dHnking is bad ; I meail 
Writing is bad in drinking the waters ; and 
was angry to fee fo much in Stella'^ handi 
But why Dingley drinks them I cannot ima- 
gine ; but truly (he'll drink waters as well 
as Ste/ia : why not ? I hope you how find 
the benefit of them fince you are returned 2 
pray let me know particularly. I am glad 
you are forced upon exercife, which, I be-»» 

lievcy 
8 



.( 3' ) 
lieve, i$ as good as the waters for the heart 
of them. 'Tis now paft the middle of 
Augufti fo by your reckoning you are in 
Dublin. It would vex me to the dogs that 
letters fhould mifcarry between i)^^//;/ and 
Wexfordy after fcaping the fait feas. I will 
write no more that narty town in haftc 
again, I warrant you. I have been four Sun- 
days together at Windjory of which a fort- 
night together ; but 1 believe I (hall not go 
to-morrow; for I will not, unlefs the fecre- 
tary afks me. I know all your news about 
the mayor : it makes no noife here at all, 
but the quarrel of your parliament doesi 
it is fo.very extraordinary, and the lan- 
guage of the commons fo very pretty. 
The Examiner has been down this month, 
and was very filly the five or fix laft pa- 
pers; but there is a pamphlet come out, 
in anfwer to a letter to the feven lords who 
examined Gregg. The Anfnver is by the 
real author of the Examiner ^ as I believe ; 
for it is very well written. We had Tr^/>'s 
poem on the duke of Ormond printed here, 
and the printer fold juft eleven of them. 
*Tis a dull piece, not half fo good as Stellas ; 
and ftie is very moded to compare herfelf 
with fuch a p oetafter. I am heartily forry 
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tot pool- Mrs. Parners death ; (he feerhed td 
be an excellent good-natured young womatl^ 
and I believe the poor lad is much affliifted : 
they appeared to live perfedtly well toge- 
ther. Dilly is not tired at all with England, 
but intends to continue here a good while r 
he is mighty eafy to be at diftance from his 
two fifters-in-law. He finds fome fort of 
fcrub acquaintance ; goes now and then in 
difguife to a play ; fmoaks his pipe 5 reads 
now and then a little trafli, and what elfe 
the Lord knows. I fee him now and then i 
for he calls here, and the town being thin, I 
am lefs peftered with company than ufual, 
I have got rid of many of my folicitors, by 
doing nothing for them ; I have not above 
eight or nine left, and Til be as kind to 
them. Did I tell you of a knight, who de-* 
fired me to fpeak to lord treafurer to give 
him two thoufand pounds, or five hundred 
pounds a year, until he could get fomething 
better ? I honeftly delivered my meflage to 
the treafurer, adding. The knight was a 
puppy, whom I would not give a groat to 
fave from the gallows. Cole Reading's fa- 
ther-in-law has been two or three times at 
me to recommend his Lights to the mini-« 
ftry ; affuring me, that a word of mine 
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would, &'c. Did not that dog u(e to (priak 
iH of jne» and profefs to hate me ? Ht 
knows not where I lodge, for I told him I 
liired in the country; and 1 have ordered 
Patrick to deny me conftantly to him.— 
Did the biihop oi London die in Wexford f 
poor gentleman ! Did he drink the waters ? 
Were you at his burial ? Was it a great fu- 
neral ? So far from his friends ? But he 
was very old: we (hall all follow. And 
yet it was a pity, if God pleafed. He was a 
good man 5 not very learned : I believe he 
died but poor. Did he leave any charity 
legacies ? Who held up his pall ? Was 
there a great fight of clergy f Do they de- 
fign a tomb for him ? Are' you fure it was 
the biOiop of London ? becaufc there is an 
elderly gentlenian here that we give tlit 
lame title to : or did you fancy all this in 
your water, as others do ft range things in 
their wine ? They fay, thefe waters trou- 
ble the head, and make people imagine 
what never clme to pafs. Do you make 
no more of killing a biftiop ? Are thefe your 
M^higgifli tricks ?— Yes, yes, I fee you arc 
in a fret. Oh faith, fays you, fancy Prrjio^ 
ni break your head ; what, can't one report 
l^rfaat one hears, without being made a jeft 
VoL.y. D and 
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and a laughing-flock? Are thcfe fcr^ 
Mnglifh tricks, with a murrain ? And Sa4 
cbeverell will be the next bi(hop ? "H* 
would be glad of an addition of two hun«« 
dred pounds a year to what he has; and 
that is more than they will gifc him, for 
aught I fee. He hates the new miniAr^ 
mortally, and they hate bim, a^nd prefend ttf 
defpife him too. They will not allow him 
toiiave been the occafion- of the late change i 
at Icaft fome of them will not : but my 
lord keeper owned it to me t'otheif day. No,^ 
Mr. Addifon docs not go to Ireland this year r 
he pretended he would ; but he is gone ta 
Bath with Paftoral Philips^ for his eyes.—-Sa 
now I have run over yonr letter; and I 
think this fhall go to-morrow, which will 
t^e juft: a fortnight from the laft, and bring 
things to the old form again after your ram- 
bles to Wexford, and mine to Wind/or. Ard 
there not many literal faults in my letters ? 
I never read them over, and I fancy there 
are. What do you do then ? do you guefff 
my meaning ; or are you acquainted with 
iny manner of miftaking ? I loft my hand-* 
kerchief in the Mall to-night with lord 
Radnor: but I made him walk with me toi 
iBud it, and find it I did not. fifdall (that' 
. . lodged 
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5eS with trie) and I have had no convert 
fation, nor do we pull off our hats in th^ 
ftreetfi. There is i coufin of Jhis (I fuppofc) 
t young parfon» that lodges in the houfe too; 
t haiidfome genteel felldw. Did Tig&e and 
his wife lodged over-againft tis ; and he has 
been fccn, out bf our upper windows, beat- 
ing her two or three times : they are both 
gone to Ireland^, but not together ; and he 
iblemtily vows never to live with her. Neigh- 
bours do not fli&k to fay, that (he has a 
itongue : in fhort, I am told, fhe is the 
moft urging provoking devil that ev6r was 
born; and be a hot whiffling puppy, very 
iipt to refenti I'll keep this bottom till to^ 
knorrow: TmAecpy. 

25. I was with the fecretaiy this morn-* 
ing, who was in a mighty hurry, and went 
to Wind/or in a chariot with lord keeper ; 
lb I was not invited, and am forced to {lay. 
It home ; but not at all againfl my will ; 
For I could have gone, and would not. I 
lined in the city with one of my printcw^ 
for whom I got the Gazette f and am come 
lome early; and have nothing to fay to you 
nore, but fini(h this letter, and not fend 
I by the bell-man. Days grow (hort, and 
he weather grows bad, and the town .is^ 
P z fpleneti^^ 
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fplenetick, and things are fo oddly tontritredi 
that I cannot be abfent ; otherwife I would 
go for a few days to Oxford^ as I promiied. 

They fay, 'tis certain that Prior has 

been in France ; nobody doubts it : I had 
not time to afk the fecretary, he was in fuch 
haftc. Well, I will take my leave of deareft 
MD for a while j for I muft begin my next 
letter to-riight : cbnfider that, young wo- 
men ; and pray be merry, and good girls, 
and love Prejio. There is now but one bu- 
finefs the miniftry wants me for i and whea 
that is done, I will take my leave of them. 
I never got a penny from them, nor exped 
it. In my opinion, fome things fland veiy 
ticklifli ; I dare fay nothing at this diftancc. 
Fatewel, deaf firrahs; deareft lives: there 
is peace and quiet with MD, and nowh,er& 
elfe. They have not Icifure here to thinly 
of fmall things, which may ruin them m 
and I have been forward enough, Farewefl 
again, deareft rogues ; I am never bappy-= 
but when I write or think of MD. I havtfi 
•nough of Courts and miniftries ; and wi(fc:= 
I were at Laracor : and if I could with ho^ 
nour come away this snomeht, I woul(flL 
Bernage came to fee me to-day i he is juC^ 
landtd from Portugal^ and come to raife rcr— 
• €ruit» ^ 



( %7 ) 
&uits : he looks very well, and feems pleafed 
with his ibtion and manner of life : ho 
never faw London nor England before ; he 
-is raviihed with Kent^ which was his firft 
prolpcft when he landed. Farewel again, 
fife. ^c. ' ^ ' 

LETTER XXIX. 

l<ondon, Aug. 25, 17H, 

I HAVE got a pretty fmall gilt fheet of 
paper to write to MD. I have this mo- 
ment fent my 28th by Patrick, who tells 
me he has put it in the poft-office ; 'tis di- 
rected to your lodgings : if it wants more 
particular diredtion, you muft fct me right. 
It is now a fblar month and two days iincQ 
the date of your laft, N. 18. and I reckon 
you are now quiet at home, and thinking 
to begin your 19th, which will be full of 
your quarrel between the two houfes, all 
which I know already. Where (hall I dine 
to-morrow ? can you tell f Mrs. Vanhom- 
rigb boards nqw, jind cannot invite one; 
and there I ufed to dine when I was at a lofs ; 
and all my friends are gone out of town, 
and your town is now at the fuUeft with 
y<)ttr parliament and convocation. . But lec 

P 3 ^.* 
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mc alone, firrahs ; for Prejio Is going tp !>•. 
very bufy ; not Prefio, but t'other !♦ 

26. People have fo left the town, that I 
am at a lofs for a dinner. It is a long time 
fince I have been at London upon a Sundi^i 
and the minifters are all at Windfor. It coft 
me eighteen pence in coach-hire before I 
could find a place to dine in. I ^vent tq 
Fpankland'^i and he was abroad, and the 
drab his wife lookt put at window, and 
bowed to me without inviting me up : fb 
I dined with Mr. Coote^ my Iqrd Montratb^^ 
brother; my lord is with you in Ireland*^ ^ 
This morning at five my lord Jerfey died of 
the gout in his ftomach, or apoplexy, or 
both : he was abroad yefterday, and hi9 
death was fudden : he was chamberlain to 
king PViiliam, and a great favourite, turned 
put by the queen as a Ttory, and flood now 
fair to be privy-feal ; and by his death will, 
I fuppofe, make that matter eafier, which 
has been a very flubborn bufinefs at Courts 
as I have been informed. I never remem- 
her fo many people pf quality to have died 
in fo fliort a tinie. 

27. I went to-day into the city ^o fhank 
Stratford for my books, and dine with bi^,' 
and fettle my affairs of my money in the 
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Ibmk, and receive a bill for Mrs. WeJUy for 
£>ine things I am to buy for her ; and the 
d— a one ctf all thefe could I do. The mcr^ 
chants were all o«t of town, and I was 
forced to go to a little hedge place for my 
dinner. May my enemies live here in Sum^ 
mer! and yet I am fo unlucky that I can- 
not poffibly be out of the way at this jmic- 
cure. People leave the town fo late in Sum^ 
9h€r^ and return fo late in Winter, that they 
have alihoft inverted the fcafons. It is Au- 
fumn this good while in St. James's Park ; 
the limes' have been lofing their leaves^ and 
thofe reiiiaining on the trees are all parched : 
I hate this feafbn, where every thing grows 
Mrorfe and worfe. The only good thing of 
it is the fruit, and that I dare not eat. Had 
you any fruit at Wexford? A few cherries, 
and dbrft not eat them. I do not hear wc 
have yet got a new privy- feal. The Wbigs 
i^biiper, that our new miniftry differ among 
abemielves, and they begin to talk out Mr. 
lecfctary : they have fbme reafons for their 
whiipers, although I thought it was a greater 
fecret. I do nt/t much like the pofture of 
things; I always apprehended, that any 
falling out would ruin them, «nd fo I have 
tO^d them feveral times. The Wbigs ««> 

P 4 pi&^y 
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mighty full of hopes at prefent ; and whaN 
ever is the matter, all kind of flocks fall. 
I have not yet talked with the fecretary about 
Pr/(?rs journey. I ihould be apt to think it 
may foretel a Peace ; and that is all we have 
to preferve us^ The fecretary is not come 
from Wind/or ; but I expe(9: him to-mOrrow. 
Burn all politicks F 

28, We begin to have fine weather, and 
I walked to-day to CJ^el/ea^ and dined with 
the dean of Car/i/le, who is laid up with 
the gout. It is now fixed that he is to be 
dean of CArifi church in Oxford. I was ad- 
vifing him to ufe his intereft to prevent any 
mifunderftanding between our minifters; 
but he is too wife to meddle, though hp. 
fears the thing and the confequences as n;iuch 
as I. He will get into his own warni quiet, 
deanry, and leave them to themfdve^ ; and 

he is in the right. When I caxne home 

to-night I found a letter from Mr. Ijewist, 
who is now at Wind/or ; aqd in it, forfooth, 
another which lookt like Pr^d?'s hand ; and 
what fhould it be but a 1 9th from MD ? 
O faith, I fcaped narrowly^ for I fent my 
a'^th but on. Saturday; and what (hould | 
have done if i had two letters to anfwer at 
QQQ9 ? I dici not exped another frpp JFm- 

forJ, 
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Jlori^ that's certain* Well^ I muil be con^ 
tented \ but you are dear faucy girls, for all 
that, to write fo foon again, faith ; an't you ? 
2 J. I dined to-day with lord Aberxom, 
and took my leave of them ; they fet out 
to-morrow for Cbefter^ and, I believe, will 
qow fix in Ireland. They have made a pretty 
good journey of it : his eldeil fon is mar-^ 
ried to a lady with' ten thoufand pounds; 
9nd his fecond fon has, t'other day, got a 
prize in the lottery of four thoufand pounds, 
beiide two fmall ones of- two hundred 
pounds pach : nay, the family was fo fortu** 
nate, that my lord bellowing one ticket, 
which is a hundred pounds, to one of his 
fervants, who had been his page, the young 
fellow got a prize, which has made it an- 
other hundred. I went in the evening to 
lord treafurer, who defires I will dine with 
him to-morrow, when he will £hew mc 
the anfwer he defigns to return to the letter 
of thanks from your bifliops in Irela^ d. The 
archbifliop of Dublin defired me to get 
my felf mentioned in the anfwer which piy 
Iprd would fend ; but I fcnt him word I 
tyould not open my lips to my lord, upon it. 
He fays, It would convince the bifhops of 
v/hat I have affiimed, that the Firfi-Fruits 

were 
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wefc granted bfcforft the dukt of OrmdPiJiMst, 
declared governor ; and I wtit to him,ThM: 
I ivoMid not give a fatthing to totlvibce 
them. My lord treafurer began a health 
tb my lord privy-feal ; PHot punned, aft^' 
ikid it was fo privy, he knew nbt whb it 
was ; but I fancy they have fixt it all, and 
we ftiall know to-morroW. Bat what care 
you who is privy-feal, fancy fluttikins7 
^ 30. When I went out this morning, I 
was furprized with the news, that the bi«» 
ihop of Brijiol is made lord priVy-feal* 
You know his name is Robinfon^ and that 
b6 was many years envoy in Sweden. All 
the friends of the prefcnt miniftry art ct- 
t»eme glad, and the clergy above the reft. 
The fViigs will fret to death, to fee a civil 
employment given to a clergyman. It Was 
a very handfome thing in my lord treafurer, 
and will bind the church to him for ever. 
I dined with him to-day, but he had not 
written his letter ; but told me, he would 
not offer to fend it without fhewing it ta 
fne : he thought that would not be juft^ 
fince I was fo deeply concerned in the af-^ 
fair. We had much company; lord Ri-^ 
vers, Marr, and KinnouU Mr. fecretary, 
^eorge Granville^ and Majham j the laft has' 

ipvitcd 
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Itivlted^ me to the chriftening of his Ton to^ 

piorrow fennight, an4 on Saturday I ^ ta 

Jf^indfor with Mr. fecretaiy. 

.31. Diltjf and I walked to-day to Km^ 
J^gtM to lady Mountjoy^ who invited us to 
dinner. He returned ibon to go to a play; 
it being the laft that will be oded for ibm^ 
time : he drefles himfelf like a beau^ and no 
doubt makes a fine figure. I went to viiit 
i«me people at Kenfington ; Ophy Butlers 
wife there lies very ill of an ague, which is 
a very common difeafc here, and little known 

In Ireland, 1 am apt to think we fhall 

fbon have a Peace, hy the little words I 
hear thrown out by the miniftry. I have 
juft thought of a projeft to bite the town* 
I have told ypu, that it is now known that 
]M[r. Prior has been lately in France. I will 
piake a printer of my own fit by me one 
day, and I will dictate, to hin) 4 formal re-r . 
lation of Pr/Vs journey, with fcveral par-? 
^ticulars, all pure invention \ and I doubt no(; 
but it will take. 

Sept. I. Morning. 1 go to-day to Windr 
far with Mr. fecretary j and lord treafurer . 
has promifcd to bring me back. The wea-r ^ 
ther has been fine for fome time, and I be- 
lieve we fhall have a great deal of duft.— r 
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At night. Wind/or. The fccrctary and I and 
brigadier Sutton dined to-day at Fdrforis^ 
Grcen^ at my lord Peterborows houfe, whcj 
has left it and his gardens to the fecretaiy 
during his abfence. It is the fintft garden 
I have ever fcen about this town, and abun- 
dance of hot walls for grapes, where they 
are in great plenty, and ripenihg faft. I 
(durft not eat any fruit, but one fig ; but I 
brought a baiket full to my friend Lewis 
here at Wind/or. Does Stella never eat any? 
whaj, no apricocks at Donnyhrook ? nothing 
but claret and ombre ? I envy people 
maunching and maunching * peaches and 
grapes, and I not daring to eat a bit. My 
head is pretty well, only a fuddcn turn any 
time makes me giddy for a moment, and 
ibmctimes it feels very ftufFt j but if it 
grows no worfe, 1 can bear it very well. I 
take all opportunities of walking ; and we 
have a delicious p^k here juft joining to 
the caflle, and an avenue in the great park 
very wide and two miles long, fet with a 
double row of elms on each fide. Were you 
ever at Wind/or ? I was once a great while 
ago ; but had quite forgotten it. 

♦ As the provincial word maunching echoes rather 
better to this adion of the jaws than the proper 
tcjrm munching, it is therefore here retained. 

2. ThQ 
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tt. The queen has the gout,* and did not 
come to chapel, nor flir out from her chani-- 
ber, but received the facrament there; as 
£he always does the firft Sundcy in the month* 
Yet we had a great Courts and among othersj 
I faw your IngoUJhy, who feeing me talk 
very familiarly with the keeper, treafurer^ 
'^c. came up and faluted me, and began a 
very impertinent difcourfe about the fiege of 
Boucbain^ I told him, I could not anfwer 
his queftions, but I would bring him one 
that ihould ; fo I went and fetched Sutton 
(who brought over the exprefe about a 
month ago) and delivered him to the ge- 
neral, and bid him anfwer his queftions ; 
and fo I left them together. Sutton after 
Ibme time comes back in a rage ; finds me 
with lord Rivers and Majham^ and there 
complains of the trick I had played him, 
and fwore he had been plagued to death 
with ///j^^A^'s talk. But he told me, /«-* 
gold/by afkt him what I meant by bringing / 
him ; fo, 1 fuppofe, he fmoakt me a little. 
So we laughed, &c. My lord Willougbby^ 
who is one of the chaplains, and prebendary 
oi Wind/or^ read prayers laft night to the fa- 
mily ; and the bifhop oi Brijiol, who is 
dean of Windfor, officiated laft night at the 

cathedraL 



t 4* ) 

tiftiedral. This they do to be popiflaf^ 
and it plcafes mightily. I dined with Mil 
Majham^ becaufe he lets me have a fele£^ 
Company. For the Court here have got by 
the end a good thing I faid to the Secre- 
tary fome weeks ago. He (hewed me his 
bill of fare to tempt me to dine with him \ 
Fob, faid I, I value not your bill of farc^ 
give me your bill of company. Lord trea- 
furer was mightily plcafcd, and told it every 
body, as a notable thing. I reckon upoii 
returning to-morrow; they fay the hi/hop 
\^ill then have the privy- fcal delivered hini 
at a great council. 

3. Windfor ftill. The council was held 
fb late to-day, that I do not gd back td 
town till to-morrow. The bifliop was fworti 
privy-counccUor, and had the privy-fed 
given him : and now the patents are palled 
for thofe who were this long time to b<5 
tnade lords or earls. Lord Raby^ who is 
carl of Strafford^ is on l^hurfday to marry ^ 
namefake of Stellas ; the daughter of Sir 
jff. Jobn/on in the city ; he has threefcdrd 
thoufand pounds with her, ready money; 
beiides the reft at the father's death. I 
have got my friend Stratford to be one of 
the directors df the South-Sea company^ 
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hb were named to-day. My lord treafintf 
d it for me a month ago ; and one of thoftf 
liom I got to be printer of the Gazettty I 
a recommending to be printer to the fame 
impany. He treated Mr. Lewis and md 
-day at dinner. I fupped lail night and 
if vrith lord treafurer, keeper, &r. and 
ok occafion to mention the printer. I faid^ 
was the fame printer, whom my lord trea^ 
rer has appointed to print for the SoutJb^ 
^ company; he denied, and I infifbd on 
; and I got the laugh on my fide. 
London^ 4. I came as far as Brentford in 
■d Riveri^ chariot, who had bufinefs with 
'd treafurer i then I went into lord trea^ 
rer's : we flopt at KenftngtOHj where lord 
rafurer went to fee Mrs, Mapam^ who 
now what they call in the ftraw. We 
t to town by three, and I lighted at lord 
aiiirer's ; who commanded me not to.flir 2 
C I was not well ; and when he went up,* 
icgged the young lord t6 excuie me, and 
went into the city by water, where 1 could 
eafier, and dined with the printer, and 
^ated to him fome part of Prior*s jour-. 
J to France. I walkt from the city, for 
tjdce all occafions of exercifc. Our jour- 
7 was horrid dufty. . 

|. When 
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J. When I went out to-day, I found it: 
Ibad rained mightily in the nighty and thC' 
ilrects were as dirty as Winter : it is very 

Tcfrefliing after ten days dry. 1 went 

into the city and dined with Stratford^ 
thanked him for his books, gave him joy 
of his being direftor, df which he had the 
firft notice by a letter from me. I ate ftur- 
geon, and it lies on my ftomach. I almofi: 
finiflied Priors journey at the printer's, and 
came home pretty late with Patrick at mj 
heels. 

7. Morning. But what fhall we do 
about this letter of MD's, N. ig} not a 
word anfwcred yet, and fo much paper fpent? 
I cannot do any thing in it, fwcet hearts> 
till night. — At night. O Lord, O Lord, 
the greateft difgrace that ever was has hap-- 
pened to PreJIo. What do you think ; but 
when I was going out this forenoon a letter 
came from MD, iV. 20, dated at Dublin. 
O dear, O dean O fad, O fad. — Now I 
have two letters together to anfvver : here 
they are, lying together. But I will only 
anfwer the firft ; for I came in late. I dined 
with my friend Lewis at his lodgings, and 
walkt at fix to Kenjington to Mr. Majhavi^ 
fon's chriftcning. It was very private ; no- 
body 
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body there but my lord treafurer, his Ton* 
and fon-in-law, that is to fay, lord Harley'^ 
and lord DuppUn^ and lord Rivers and I. 
The dean of Rochejier chriftencd the child, 
but foon went away. Lord treafurer and 
lord Rivers were godfathers, and JVlrs. /?///, 
Mrs. Majhams fifter, godmother. The 
child roared like a bull, and I gave Mrs. 
MaJIjam joy of it i and (he charged me to 
take care of my nephew, becaufe Mr. Ma^ 
Jfjam being a brother of rur Society, his fon 
you know is confequently a nephew. Mrs. 
Majham fat up drefled in bed, but not as 
they do in Ireland wiili all fmooth about 
her, as if (he was cut off in the middle ; 
for you might fee the counterpain (what 
d ye call it ?) rife about her hips and body. 
There's another name of the counterpain, 
and you'll laugh now, firrahs. George 
Granville came in at fupper, and we ftaid 
till eleven, and lord treafurer fet me down at 
my lodging in Suffhlk-Jlreet. Did I ever tell 
you that lord treafurer hears ill with the left 
ear, juft as I do ? he always turns the right ; 
and his fervants whifper him at that only. I 
dare not tell him, that I am fo too, for fear 
he fhould think I counterfeited, to make my 
court. 

VoL.V. E 6. You 
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6. You muft read this before the other; 
for I miftpok, and forgot to write yefterday's 
journal, it was fo infignificant : I dined with 
Dr. Cockburn^ and fat the evening with lord 
treafurer, till ten o'clock. On Tburfdays he 
has always a large feledl company, and ex- 
pe<Ss me. So ^ood night for laft night, &cl 

8. Morning. I go ioJVindfor with lord 
treafurer to-day, and will leave this behind 
me to be fent to the poft. And now let us 
hear what fays the 6rft letter, N. 19, You 
are ftill at Wexford^ as you fay, madam 
Dinghy. I think no letter from me ever 
yet mifcarried. And fo Inijh-Corthy *, and 
the river Slamy ; fine words thofe in a lady's 
mouih. Your hand like Dingley'Sy you 
fcambling, fcattering, fluttekin ? Tes mighty 
like indeed^ is not it -f- ? Pifj[hh, don't talk 
of writing or reading till your eyes are well, 
and long well ; only I would have Dingley 
read fometimes to you, that you may not 
quite lofe the dcfire of it. God be thanked 
that the ugly numming is gone. Pray ufe 
exercife when you go to town. What game 
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U iliat ombra f which Dr. Elwood and yoii 
play at ? is it the SpgH'/Jj game ombre ? 
Your card purle ? you a card purfe ! you a 
iiddleftick. Yod havfe luck indeed} and 
luck in a bag. What a Devil is that eight 
Ihilling tea-kettle ? copper, or tin japan- 
ned? It is like your Irijh politenefs, raf- 
fling for tea-kettles. What a fplutter you 
keep to convirtte me that Walls has no tafte ? 
My bead continues pretty well. Why do 
you wrile^ dear firrah Stella, when you find 
your eyes fo weak that yoii cannot fee ? 
what comfort is there in reading what you 
writer when one knows that ? So Dingley 
tan*t write becaufe of the cliitter of new 
cbmpany come to Wexford? I fuppofe thd 
noifc of their Hundred horfes difturbs you ;' 
or, do yOu lie in one gallery, as in an hofpi- 
tal? What; you are afraid of lofing in 
Dublin the acquaintance yQu have got in 
Wexford', and chiefly the bifliop o( Rapho, 
an old, doating, perverfe coxcomb ? Twenty 
at a Xirnt at breakfart. That is like five 
pounds at a time, when it was never but 
once. I doubt, madam Dingley ^ you are apt 
to lie in your Travels, though not fo bad as 

X In ft^//fl*s fpellinf i It is an odd thing that a wo* 
nan of 5/r//a's undsrftandir.g (hould fpell cxtrcamly ill. 

E 2 Stella^i 
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Stella ', (lie tells thumpers, as I fhall prove- 
in my next, if I find this receives encour- 
agement. So, Dr. Elwood fays, There 

are a world of pretty things in my Works* 
A pox on his praifes ! an enemy here would 
fay more. The duke of Buckingham would 
fay as much, though he and I are terribly 
fallen out ; and the great men are perpe- 
tually inflaming mc againft him : they bring 
mc all he fays of me, and, I believe, make 

It worfe out of roguery. No, 'tis not 

your pen is bewitched, madam Stella^ but 
your old fcraivlbig^ fpl^^y-fiot pot-books §> 
s, f, aye. that's it: there the s, f, f, there> 
there, that's exadl. Farewel, &c. 

Our fine weather is gone, and I doubt we . 
fhall have a rainy journey to-day. Faithj^ 
'tis Ihaving day, and I have much to do. 

When Stella fays her pen was bewitched^ 
it was only bccaufe there was a hair in it. 
You know the fellow they call God-help-it 
had the fame thoughts of his wife, and for 
the fame reafon. I think this is very well 
obferved, and I unfolded the letter to tcU. 
you it. 

§ Thcfe wrri's in Italuh are miferably fcrawled, in 
imitation of Suil<i\ hand, and the two £j/£s that 
folli>w. . 

Cut' 
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Cut ofF thofe two notes above j and fee 
the nine pounds indorfcd, and receive the 
other ; and fend me word how my accounts 
fland, that they may be adjufted by Nov. i. 
Pray be very particular : but the twenty 
pounds I lend you is not to be included j fo 
make no blunder. I won't wrong you ; nor 
you ihan't wrong me ; that's the fliort, O 
Lord, how ftout Prefto is of late ? But he 
loves MD more than his life a thoufand 
times, for all his floutnefs ; tell him that ; 
and that Til fwear it, as hope faved, ten 
millions of times, &c. &c. 

I open my letter once more to tell Sfe//a, 
that if (he does not ufc exercife after her 
waters, it will lofe all the efFedls of them : 
J fhould not. live, if I did not take all op- 
portunities of walking. Pray, pray, do 
this to oblige poor Prejh. 



E3 
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LETTER XXX. 

Windfor, Sept. 8, 1711. 

X MADE the coachman ftop, and put iii 
my twenty-ninth at the poft-office at two 
o'clock to-day, as I wa$ going to lord trea- 
furer, with whom I dined, artd came here 
by a quarter paft eight ; but the Moon (hone, 
and (o we were not iq much danger of over- 
turning; Avhich however he values not a 
ftraw, and only laugh$ when I chide at him 
for it. There was nobody but he and I, 
and we fepped together, with Mr. Ma/bam, 
and Dr. Arbuthnotj the queen*s favourite 
phyfician, a Scotchman. I could not keep 
myfclf awake after fupper, but did all I was 
able to difguife it, ' and thought I came off 
clear ; but at parting he told me, I had got 
my nap already. It is now one o clock jj 
but he loves fitting up late. 

9. The queen is ftill in the gout, but 
recovering; (he fa w company in her bed-; 
chamber after church ; but the crowd wa^ 
fo great, I could not fee her. I dined with 
my brother. Sir William Wyndham^ and fomc 
pthers of our Society, to avoid the great 
tables on Sunday at Windfor^ which I hate. 
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The ufual company fupped to-night at lord 
treafurcr's, which was lord keeper, Mr. fc- 
crctary, George Granville^ Mapam^ Arbiith* 
not and I. But fhowers have hindrcd me 
from walking to-day, and that I don't love. 

Noble fruit, and I dare not eat a bit. 

I ate one fig to-day, and fometimes a few 
mulberries, becaule it is faid, they are whole- 
Ibme, and you know, a good name dcs*s 
much. I rtiall return to town to-morrow, 
though L thought to have ftaid a week, to be 
at leifure for fomething I am doing. But I 
have put it off till next ; for I fliall come 
here again on Saturday^ when oftr Society 
are to meet at fupper at Mr. fecretary's. My 
life is very regular here : on Sunday morning 
I constantly vifit lord keeper, and fup at lord 
treafurer's with the fame fet of company. 
I was not fleepy to-night ; I refolvcd I would 
jiot ; yet it is paft midnight at this prefent 
writing. 

London^ lo. Lord treafurer ^nA Majkam 
and I left Wind/or at three this afternoon ; 
^yve dropt Majham at Kenfmgton with his 
]ady» and got home by fix. It was iQ,vtvi 
lefore we fat down to dinner, and I ftayed 
"till paft eleven. Fat rick came home with 
«he fecretary : I am more plagued with 
E 4 Patrick 
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Patrick and my porimantua than with my- 
felf. I forgot to tell you, that when I 
went to Windfor on Saturday^ I overtook 
lady Gjff'ard and Mrs. Fenton in a chariot 
going, I fuppofe, to Sheen. I was then in 
a chariot too, of lord trcafurer's brother, 
who had bufinefs with the trcafurer; and 
my lord came after, and overtook me at 
^'^rnham-Green, four miles from London^ 
and then the brother went back, and I 
went in ihe coach with lord treafurer^ • fa 
it happened that thofe people faw me,, 
and not with lord treafurcr, Mrs. F.* was 
to fee me about a week ago ; and defired I 
would get her fon into the Chart cr-boufe. 

1 1. This morning the printer fent me an 
account of Pr/Vs journey ; it makes a two** 
penny pamphkt, I fuppofe you will fee it, 
for I dare engage it will run ; 'tis a formal 
grave lie, from the beginning to the end. 
I writ all but about the laft page, that I dic-» 
tated, and the printer writ. Mr. fecretary 
fent to me to dine where he did ; it was- at 
Prior's ; when I came in Prior (hewed mc 
the pamphlet, feemed to be angry, and faid, 
Here is our Engljh liberty : I read fome of 
it, and faid I liked it mightily, and envied 
the rogue the thought s for had it come. into. 

my 
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niy head, I (hould have certainly done it 
tnyfelf. We flayed at Prior's till pad ten, 
and then the fecretary received a pacquet 
with the news oi Boucbain being taken, for 
which the guns will go oflF to-morrow. 
Prior owned his having been in France^ for 
it was pad denying ; it feems he was difco^ 
vercd by a rafcal at Dover ^ who had pofitive 
orders to let him pafs. I believe we (hall 
have a Peace. 

12, It is terrible rainy weather, and has 
cod me three diillings in coaches and chairs 
to-day, yet I was dirty into the bargain. I 
was three hours this morning with the fe- 
cretary about fome bufinefs of moment, and 
then went into the city to dine. The printer 
tells me he fold yedcrday a thoufand of 
Priors journey, and had printed five hun- 
dred more. It will do rarely, I believe, 
and is a pure bite. And what is MD doing 
all this while ? got again to their cards, 
their Walls^ their deans, their Stoytes^ and 
their claret ? Pray prefent my fervice to Mr. 
Stoyte and Catherine. Tell goody Stoyte^ (he 
owes me a world of dinners, and I will 

fhortly come over and demand them. 

Did I tell you of the archbifhop oi Dub* 

/ins 
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lin% laft letter * ? He had been faying in 
feveral of his former, that he would ihortly 
write to me fomething about myfelf, and it 
looked as if he inteifded fomething for moc 
at laft out it comes, and confifts of two parts. 
Firft, he advifes me to ftrikc in for fomfe 
preferment now I have friends; and fe- 
condly, he advifes me, fince I have parts, 
and learning, and a happy pen, to think of 
fome new fubjedt in Divinity not handled 
by others, which I fliould manage better 
than any body. A rare fpark this, with a 
pox! but I (hall anfwer him as rarely. 
Methinks he fhould have invited me over, 
and given me fome hopes or promifes. But, 
hang him ! and fo good night, &c. 

1 3. It rained moft furioufly all this morn- 
ing till about twelve, and fometimes thun- 
dered ; I trembled for mry (hillings, but it 
cleared up, and I made a (hift to get a walk 
in the Park^ and then went with the fecrc- 
tary to dine with lord treafurer. Upon 
Thurfdays there is always a feleft company ; 
we had the duke of Shrew/bury^ lord River s^ 
the two fecretaries, Mr. Granville^ and Mr. 

* See the laft Colleiaion of Letters, printed by Dodr 
fey and other*, No. ^c. 

Prior. 



( 59 ) 
prior. Half of them went to council z% 
fix ; but Rivers, Granville, Prior and I flayed 
till eight. Prior was often affcfting to be 
f^igry at the account of his journey to Paris; 
find indeed the two laft pages, which the 
printer got fomebody to add, are fo roman- 
tick, they fpoil all the reft. Dil/y AJhe 
pretended to me that he was only going to 
Oxford and Cambridge for a fortnight, and 
then would come back, I could not fee 
him, as I appointed t'other day ; but fome 
of his friends tell me, he took leave of 
them as going to Ireland-, and fo they fay 
at his lodging. I belipve the rogue was 
aHiamed to tell me fo, becaufe I advifed him 
to ftay the Winter, and he faid he would. 
I find he had got into a good fet of fcrub ac- 
quaintance, and I thought pafTed his time 
very merrily ; but I fuppofc he languiflied 
after Balderig, and the claret of Dublin : 
^nd, after all, I think he is in the right; 
for he can eat, drink and converfc better 
there than here. Bernage was with me 
this morning : he calls now and then ; he 
is in terrible fear of a Peace. He faid, he 
never had his health fo well as in PortugaL 
l^e 1$ a favourite of his colonel. 

?4- \ 



( 6o ) 

14. I was mortified enough to-day, not 
knowing where in the world to dine, the 
town is fo empty j I met U. Coote, and 
thought he would invite me, but he drA 
not : Sir JoAn Stanley did not come into my 
head; fo I took up with Mrs, Fan^ and 
dined with her and her damned landlady, 
who, I believe, by her eye-brows, is a 
bawd. This evening I met Addifon and 
Pajioral Phillips in the Park^ and fupped 
with them at Addifon % lodgings ; we were 
very good company, and yet know no man 
half fo agreeable to me as he is. I fat with 
them till twelve, fo you may think 'tis 
late, young women ; however, I would have 
fome little converfation with MD before 
your Prefio goes to bed, becaufe it makes 
me fleep and dream, and fo forth. Faith 
this letter goes on flowly enough, firrahs, 
but I can't write much at a time till you arc 
quite fettled after your journey you know, 
and have gone all your vifits, and loft your 
money at ombre. You never play at chefs 
now, Stella. That puts me in mind of Dick 
T^ighe \ I fancy I told you, he ufed to beat 
his wife here ; and flie dcferved it ; and he 
refolves to part with her; and they went 
to Ireland in different coaches. O Lord, I 

faid 
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faid all this before^ I'm fure. Go to bed» 
£rrahs. 

Wind/on 15. I made the fecretary flop at 
Brentford^ becaufe we fet out at two this af- 
ternoon, and fafting would not agrde with 
mc* I only defigncd to eat a bit of bread 
and butter, but he would light, and we ate. 
roaft beef like dragons. And he made me 
treat him and two more gentlemen ; faith 
it coft me a guinea ; I don't like fuch jeft-* 
ing, yet I was mightily pleafed with it too* 
To-night our Society met at the lecretary's, 
there were nine of us ; and we have chofen 
a new member, the earl of yerfey^ whofc 
father died lately. 'Tis pad one, and I have 
flolen away. 

16. I dcfign to ftay here this week by 
myielf, about fgme bufinefs that lies on my 
hands, and will take up a great deal of time. 
Dr. Adams^ one of the canons, invited mc 
to-day to dinner. The tables are fo full 
here on Suriday, that ic is hard to dine with 
a few, and Dr. Adams knows I love to do 
fo I which is very obliging. The queen faw 
company in her btd- chamber; (he looks 
. very well, but /he fat down. I fupped with 
lord treafurer as ufual, and flayed till paft 
one as ufual, and with our ufual company, 

except 
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except lord keeper, who did not bomb thii 
time to JVindfor. I hate thefe fuppcrs mor-- 
tally J but 1 feldom eat any thing. 

17. Lord treafurer and Mr- fccrctary ftay 
here till to-morrow; fomc bufincfs keeps 
them, and I am forry for it, for they hih-' 
der me a day. Mr. Lewis and I were go-^ 
ing to dine f ;berly with a little court friend; 
at one. But lord Harlty and lord DuppKn 
kept me by force, and faid we (hould dine 
at lord treafurer's, who intended to go at 
four to London ; I ftayed like a fool, arid 
went with the two young lords to lord trea- 
furer ; who very fairly turned us all three out 
of doors. They both were invited to the 
duke of Somerfetf but he was gone to ft 
horfe-race, and would not come till five: 
{q we were forced to go to a tavern, and 
fent for wine from lord treafurer's, who at 
laft we were told did not go to town till thci 
morrow, and at lord treafurer's we fupped 
again ; and I defired him to let me add fouif 
fhillings to the bill I gave him. We fat up 
till two, yet I muft write to little MD. 

1 8. They are all gone early this morning j 
and I am alone to feek my fortune ; but Df^ 
Arbuthnot engages me for my dinners 5 and 
he yefterday gave me my choice of plactf/ 

perfonj 
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perfon, and viftuals for to-day. So I chofc 
to dine with Mrs. Hill, who is one of the 
dreffers, and Mrs. Majham's fifter, no com- 
pany but us three, and to have a (houlder 
of mutton» a fmall one, which was ex- 
a^ly, only there was too much vidluals be- 
fides ; and the Dr/s wife was of the com- 
pany. And to-morrow Mrs. Hill and I arc 
to dine with the Dodtor. I have feen a 
fellow often about Court, whom I thought 
I knew I I aiked who he was, and they told 
me it was the gentleman porter; then I 
called him to mind; he was Killys ac- 
quaintance (I won't fay yours) I think his 
name is Lovet^ or Lovely or fbmething like 
it. I believe he does not knqw me, and , 
in my prefent pofture I ftiall . not be fond 
of renewing old acquaintance 5 I believe I 
ufed to fee him with the Bradleys i and by 
the way, I have not feen Mrs. Bradley fince 
1 came to England. I left your letter in 
London^ like a fool ; and cannot anfwer i^ 
till I go back, which will not be until Mon-^^ 
day next : fo this will be above a fortnight 
from my laft ; but I will fetch it up in my * 
next ; fo go and walk to the dean's for your 
health this fine weather. 

2 19. The 
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19. The queen defigns to have cards and 
dancing here next week, which makes us 
think (he will flay here longer than we be- 
lieved. Mrs. Majkam is not well after her 
lying-in : I doubt (he got fome cold ; (he is 
lame in one of her legs with a rheumatick* 
pain: Dr. Arbutbnot and Mrs. Hill go to- 
morrow to Kenjington to fee her, and return 
the fame night. Mrs. Mill and I dined with 
the Doftor to-day. • I rode out this morn- 
ing with the Doftor to fee Cranburn^ a 
houfe of lord Ranelagh'Sy and the duchcfs 
of Marlborough's lodge, and the Park; the 
fineft places they are for nature, and planta- 
tions, that ever I faw ; and the ^neft riding 
upon artificial roads, made on purpofe for 
the queen. Arbutbnot made me draw up a 
(ham fubfcription for a book, called A Hi^ 
fiory of the Maids of honour Jince Harry the 
eigbthy (^lewing they make the beft wives, 
with a lift of all the maids of honour fince,- 
&c. to pay a crown in hand, and t'other 
crown upon delivery of the book ; and all 
in the common forms of thofe things. We 
got a gentleman to write it fair, becaufe my 
hand is known, and we fent it to the maids 
of honour, when they came to (upper. If 
they bite at it, 'twill be a very good court 

7 
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jefl ; and the queen will certainly have it i 
we did not tell Mrs. Hi/L 

20. To-day I was invited to the green- 
cloth by colonel Godfrey, who married the 
duke of Marlborough's fifler, mother to the 
duke of Berwick by king James : I muft 
tell you thofe things that happened before 
you were born : But I made my excuf.s, 
and young Harcourt (lord keeper's fon) and 
I dined with my next neighbour Dr. Adams. 
Mrs. Majham is better, and will be here in 
three or four days. She had need i for the 
duchefs oiSomerfet is thought to gain ground 

daily. ^We have not yet fcnt you over 

all your bills ; and I think we have altered 
your money-bill. The duke of Ormond is 
cenfured here by thofe in power for very 
wrong management in the affair of 'the 
mayoralty. He is governed by fools ; and 
has ufually much more fenfe than his advi-* 
icrs, but never proceeds by it. I muft know 
how your health continues after Wexford. 
Walk and ufe exercife^ firrahs both; and 
^et fomebody to play at (huttlecock with 
you, madam Stella^ and walk to the dean's 
and Donnybrook. 

2 1 . Colonel Godfrey fent to me again to- 
^ay I (o I dined at the green-cloth, znA we 

VoL.V. F had 
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bad but eleven at dinner, which is a GxaUX 
number there, the Court being always thin 
of company till Saturday night.— This 
new ink and pen make a ftrange figure ; I 
muji write larger, yes I mvjiy or StclU wont 
be able to read this *. S. S. 5. there's your 
S s for you. Stella. The maids of honour 
are bit^ and have all contributed their crowns, 
and are teazing others to fubfbribe for the 
book. I will tell lord keeper ^nd lord trea- 
furer to-morrow ; and I believe the q^ecn 
will have it. After a little walk this even«t 
ing, I fquandered away the reft of it ix% 
fitting at Lewis's lodging, while he and Dr- 
Arbutbjiot played at picquet. I haye that 
foolifli pleafure, which I believe nobody 
has befide me, except old lady Berkeley. But 
I fretted when 1 came away ; I will loiter 
fo no more, for I have a plaguy deal of 
bufinefs upon my hands, and very little time 
to do it. The pamphleteers begin to be very 
bufy againft the miniftry : I have begged 
Mr. fecretary to make examples of one or 
two of them ; and he affures me he will. 
They are very bold and abufive. 

♦ Thefc words in ItalUh are written enormoufly. 
large. 

I 22. Thif 



( 67 ) 

22. This being the day the miniftry comesf 

Wind/or, I ate a bit or two at Mr. Lesiviss 
odgings, becaufe I muft fup with lord trea- 
Lircr ; and at half an hour after one, I led 
Ax 9 Lewis 2, walk up the avenue, which is 
wo miles long : we walkt in all about five 
tiiles ; but I was fo tired with his flow 
iralking, that I left him here, and walkC 
wo miles towards London^ hoping to mee£ 
ord treafurer, and return with him ; but it 
jrew darkifh^ and I was forced to walk back, 
(b I walkt nine miles in all; and lord trea- 
furer did not come till after eight ; which 
is very wrong, for there was no Moon^ and 

1 often tell him how ill he does. to expofc 
bimfelf fo; but he only .makes a jeft of it. 
[ Tupped with him, and ftaid till now, when 
t is half an hour after two. He is as merry, 
ind carelefs, and difengaged as a young heir 
It one and twenty, 'Tis late indeed. 

23. The lecretarydid not come laft night, 
3«t at three this afternoon ; I have not feen 
biim yet ; but I verily think they are con- 
triving a Peace as faft as they can, without 
which it will be iiiipoffible to fubfift. The 
queen was at church to day, but was car- 
ried in a chair. I and Mr. Lewis dined 
privately with Mr. Loivman, clerk of the 

F 2 kitchen. 
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kitchen. I was to fee lord keeper this morn- - 
ing, and told him the jeft of the maids of*^ 
honour, and lord treafurer had it laft night. - 
That rogue Arbutbnot puts it all vpon me. - 
The Court was very full to-day; I expeded i 
lord treafurer would have invited me to fup- - 
per i but he only bowncd to me, and we had -1 
wo cKfcourfe in the drawing-room. 'Tis now ^ 
feven at night, and I am at home; and I^ 
hope lord treafurer will not fend for mc to-^ 
fupper ; if he docs not, I will reproach him, 
and he will pretend to chide me for ndtrr 

coming. — So farewel till I go to bed, for I 

am going to be bufy. — 'Tis now paft tcn,^ 
and I went down to afk the fervants about= 
Mr. fecrelary ; they tell me the queen i^^ 
yet at council, and that {he went to fupper^ 
and came out to the council afterwards ^^ 
'Tis certain they are managing a Peace* ^ 
will go to bed, and there's an end. — 'Ti-s 
now eleven, and a meffcnger i« come fronrm 
lord treafurer ta fup with them % buc \ have 
excufed myfelf, and am glad \ am in- bed ^ 
for elfe I Ihould fit up till two, and drink 
till I was hot. Now Til go fleep. 

London^ 24. I came to town by fix with 
lord treafurer, and have ftaid till ten. That , 
©f the queen's going out to fup, and eom- 
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rng in again, is a lie, as the iecretary told me 

^his morning : but I find the miniftry are 

very hufy with Mr. Prior ^ and I believe he 

wiJl go again to France. I am told fo 

mucht that we (hall certainly have a Peace 

very foon. I had charming weather all laft 

week at IVindfor ; but we have had a little 

rain to-day, and yefterday was windy. Pri-- 

ors yaurney fells ftill ; they have fold two 

thoufand, although the town is empty. I 

found a letter from Mrs. Fenton here, deiir- 

Ing me in lady Gtffard's name to come and 

pais a week at Sheeny while (he is at Moor^ 

park. I will anfwer it with a vengeance : 

and now you talk of anfwering, there is 

Miys N. 20 is yet to be anfwered : I had 

put it up fo fafe I could hardly find it ; but 

here it is, faith, and I am afraid I cannot 

fend this till TAur/Jay ; for I muft fee the 

fecretary to-morrow morning, and be in fome 

other place in the evening, 

25. Stel/a writes like an emperor, and 
gives fuch an account of her journey, never 
Taw the like. Let me fee ; fland away, let 
us compute; you (laid four days at Ini/h^ 
Cortbyi two nights at Mrs. Prolffs mo- 
ther's ; and yet was but fix days in journey ; 
for your words arc, *^ We left Wexford this 
F 3 day 
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day fennight, and came here laft night/' T 
have heard them fay, that travellers may 
lie by authority. Make up this, if you 
can. How far is it from Wexford to Dub^ 
lin ? how many miles did you travel in a 
day ? * Let me fee — thirty pounds in two 
months, is nine fcore pounds a year ; a mat- 
ter of nothing in Stellas purfe. I dreamed 
Billy Sivift was alive, and that I told him, 
you writ me word he was dead, and that 
you had been at his funeral, arid I admired 
at your impudence, and was in mighty 
hafte to run and let you know what lying 
rogues you were. Poor lad, he is dead of 
his mother's former folly and fondnefs, And 
yet now I believe as you fay, that her grief 
will foon wear off. — O yes, madam Dingley, 
mightily tired of the company, no doubt of 
it, at Wexford? And your defcription of it 
is excellent ; clean (hects, but bare walls ; I 
fuppofe then you lay upon the walls. — Mrs. 
Walls has got her tea; but who pays me: 

♦ The dodor was always a bad reckoner, either bl 
money or any thing elfe j and this is one of his rapid 
computations. For as Stella was feyen days in jour- 
ney, although Dr. Swift fays only fix» (he might wel ' 
have rpent four days at Jn'Jh-Corthy^ and two nights :b- 
Mrs. Prohy's mother's, the diftance from Wixftrd t^ 
Dub'^in bcin^ but two ^afy days journey. 
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the money? Cdttie, I (hall never gel it? 
fo i make a pfefent of it to ftop fome 
gaps, &c. Where's the thanks of the houic? 
So, that's well ; why, it coft four and thirty 
(hillings Englijh — You muft adjuft that with 
Mrs. JFalls 5 , 1 think that is fo many pence 
more with you.— No, Leigh and Sterne, I 
fuppofe, were not at the water-fide ; I fear 
Sterne"^ bufineft will not be done 5 I have 
not feen him this good while. I hate him 
for the management of that box^ and I 
was the greateft fool in nature for trufting 
to fuch a young jackanapes ; I wiH fpeak 
to him once more about it, when I fee him. 
Mr. Addifon and I met once more fince, and 
I fupped with him : I believe I told you (b 
fomewhere in this letter. The archbifliop 
chofe an admirable meflcnger in Walls to 
fend to me; yet I think him fitter for a 
meffenger than any thing. — The D— (he -f- 
has ! I did not obferve her looks. Will flic 
rot out of modefty with lady Giffard? I 
pity poor Jenny — but her hufband is a dunce, 
and with refpedt to him flie lofes little by 
her deafnefs. I believe, madam Stella, in 
your accounts you miftook one liquor for 

t Somewhat or other which Sulla*s mother had con- 
rented to. 

F 4 another^ 
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Mother, and it was a hundred and forty 
quarts of wine, and thirty-two of water. 
■This is all written in the morning be- 
fore I go to the fccretary, as I am now 
doing. 1 have anfwcred your letter a little 
(horter than ordinary ; but I have a mind 
it ihould go to-day, and I will give you 
my journal at night in my next ; for Tim 
fo afraid of another letter before this goes : 
1 will never have two together again un- 
anfwered,— -— What care I for Dr. TifJall 
and Dr. Raymond, or how many children 
they have ? I wifli they had a hundred 
apiece.— Lord trcafurer promifes me to an- 
fwcr the bifliops' letter to-morrow, and 
Hiew it me; and I believe it will confirm all 
I faid, and mortify thofe that threw the 
merit on the duke of Ormond. For I have 
made him jealous of it ; and t'other day 
talking of the matter, he faid, I am your 
witncfs you got it for them before the duke 
was lord lieutenant. My humble fervice to 
Mrs. fValls^ Mrs. Stcyte^ and Catherine. 
Farcwcl, (is?r. 

What do you do when you fee any lite- 
ral miftake$ in my letters ? how do you iet 
them right ? for I never read them over 
to corrc(a them. Farewel again. 

Pray 
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Pray fend this note to Mrs. Brents to get 
the money when Parvifol comes to town, or 
Hie cap iend to him. 



I 



LETTER XXXL 

London, Sept. 25, i;ii. 

DINED in the city to-day, and at my 
return I put my 30th into the poft-office; 
and when I got home I found for me one of 
the nobleft tetters I ever read; it was from 
, three fides and a half in folio on a 
large (heet of paper ; the two firft pages 
made up of (atire upon London, and crowds 
and hurry, ftolen from fome of his own 
fchool-boy's exercifes : the fide and a half 
remaining is fpent in defiring me to recom- 
mend Mrs. Souths your commiflioner's wi- 
dow, to my lord treafurer for a penfion. 
He is the prettieft^ difcreeteft fellow* -that 
ever my eyes beheld, or thai ever dipt pen 
into ink. I know not what to fay to him. 
A pox on him^ I have too many fuch cvS- 
tomers on this fide already. I think I will 
fend him word that I never faw my lord 
treafurer in my life : I am fure I induftri- 
oufly avoided the name of any great pcrfoa 
when I faw him, for fear of bis reporting 

it 
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it in Ireland. And this recommendation 
muft be a fecret too, for fear the duke of 
Bolton (hould know it, and think it was too 
mean. I never read fo d — d a letter in my 
life : a little would make me fend it over 
to you. — I muft fend you a pattern, the firft 
place I caft my eyes on, I will not pick 
and chufe. [In this place (meaning the 
Exchange in London) which is the compen- 
dium of old Troynovanty as that is of the 
whole bufy world, I got fuch a forfeit, that 
1 grew fick of mankind, and refolved, for 
ever after, to bury myfelf in the (hady re- 
treat of .] You muft know that Lon- 
don has been called by fome Troynavant^ or 
N^w Troy. — Will you have any more ? Yes, 
one little bit for Stella^ becaufe (he'll be 
fond of it. [This wondrous Theatre (ihean^ 
ing London) was no more to me than a 
defert, and I fhould lefs complain of foli* 
tude in a Gonnaught ihipwreck, or even the 
great Bog of Allen. ^ A little fcrap for Mrs. 
Marget *, and then I have done. [Their 
royal Fanum^ wherein the Idol Pecunia is 
daily worfhipped, feemed to me to be juft 
like a hive of bees working and labouring 

* 
^ SteUa\ maid. 

under 
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under huge weights of cares.] Fanum is a 
temple, but he means the Exchange ; and 
Pecunia is money : fo now Mrs. Marget 
will underftand her part* One more para- 
graph, and I — Well, come, don't be in 
fuch a rage, you (hall have no more. Pray, 
Stella^ be fatisfied; 'tis very pretty: and 
that I mud be acquainted with fuch a dog 

as this ! Our Peace goes on faft. Prior 

was with the fecretary two hours this morn- 
ing : I was there a little after he went away, 
and was told it. I believe he will foon 
be difpatched again to France ; and I will 
put fomebody to write an account of his 
fccond journey : I hope you have feen the 
other. This latter has taken up my time 
with florming at it. 

26. Bernage has been with me thefe two 
days ; yefterday I fent for him to let him 
know, that Dr. Arbuthmtt is putting in 
ftrongly to have his brother made a captain 
over Bernage % head. Arbuthnott\ brother 
is but an enfign ; but the doctor has great 
power with the queen : yet he told me, 
he would not do any thing hard to a gen- 
tleman who is my friend 1 and I have en- 
gaged the fecretary and his colonel for him. 
To-day he told me very melancholy/ that 

the 
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the other had written from Wind/or (where 
he went to folieit) that he has got the 
company ; and Bernage is full of the i^leen. 
I made the fccrctary write ycfterday a let- 
ter to the colonel in Bernage s behalf. I 
hope it will do yet ; and I have written to 
Tiv. Arbutbnott to Wind/or^ not to infift on 
doing fuch a t^ard(hip. I dined in the city 
at Pontack's with Stratford i it coil me (tvtn 
fhillings: he would have treated; but I 
did not let him. I have removed my mo- 
ney from the bank to another fund. I defire 
Parvifol may fpcak to Hawkfiniw to pay in 
my money when he can ; for I will put it 
in the funds ; and in the mean time borrow 
fo much of Mr. fccretary, who offers to 
lend it me. Go to the dean's, firrahs. 

27. Bernage was with me again to-day, 
and is in great fear, and fo was I ; but this 
afternoon at lord treafurer's, where I dined, 
my brother George Granville^ fccretary at 
war, after keeping me a while in fuipence, 
told me, that Dr. Arbutbnott had waved 
the buiinefs, becaufe he would not wrong 
a friend of mine ; that his brother is to 
be a lieutenant, and Bernage is made a cap- 
tain. I called at his lodging, and the (bl- 
dier's Coffee-^boufe^ to put him out of pain, 

but 
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but cannot find him ; fo I. have left word, 
and fhall fee him to-morrow morning, I 
fuppOie. Bemage is now eafy ; he has ten 
(hillings a day» befide lawful cheating. 
However, he gives a private fum to his 
colonel ; but it is very cheap : his colonel 
loves him well, but is furprifed to fee him 
have ib many friends. So he is now quite 
off my hands. — I left the company early 
to-night at lord treafurer's ; but the fecre- 
tary followed me, to delire I would go 

with him to W- . Mr. Lewis's man 

came in before I could finifh that word be- 
ginning with a JV^ which ought to be 
Wind/or^ and brought me a very handfbme 
rallying letter from Dr. Arbuthnott^ to tcU 
me, he had, in compliance to me, given 
up his brother's preteniions in favour of jB^r- 
nage this very morning; that the queen 
had fpoken to Mr. Granville to make the 
company eafy in the other's having the cap- 
tainfhip. Whether they have done it to 
oblige me or no, I mud own it fo. He 
fays, he this Very morning begged her ma- 
jefty to give Mr. Bemage the company. I 
am mighty well pleafed to have fucceeded 
fo well; but you will think me tedious, 
although you like the maa^ as I think. 

Winijor, 
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Wind/or y 28. I came here a day foonef 
than ordinary, at Mr. fecretary's dcfire, and 
fupped with hinl and Prior, and two pri- 
vate minifters from France, and a French 
pricft. I know not the two minifters 
names ; but they are come about the Peace. 
The names the fecretary called them, I 
fuppofe, were feigned ; they were good ra* 
tional men. We have already fettled all 
things with France, and very much to the 
honour and advantage of England; and the 
queen is in mighty good humour. All this 
news is a mighty fecret ; the people in ge-^ 
neral know that a Peace is forwarding. The 
carl of Strafford is to go foon to Holland^ 
and let them know what we have been do^ 
ing : and then there will be the devil and 
all to pay j but we'll make them fwallow it 
with a pox. The French minifters ftaid 
with us till one, and the fecretary and I 
fat up talking till two ; fo you will owq 
'tis late, fjrrahs, and time for your little 
fancy Frejlo to go to bed and fleep adazy ^ 
and God blefs poor little MD : I hope they 
are now faft afleep and dreaming of Prejio. 

29. Lord treafurer came to-night, ad 
ufual, at half an hour after eight, as dark 
as pitch. I am weary of chiding him; &0 

I com- 
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M commended him for obferving his friendv 
advicCt t^d coming fo early, &c. I was 
«wo hours with lady Ogletborp to-night, 
and then fqpped with lord treafurer, after 
fining at the green-cloth : I (laid till two ; 
mhis i$ the e0e£fc of lord treafurer's being 
}iere ; I mud fup with him, and he keeps 
curfed hours. Lord keeper and the fecre- 
tary were abient ; they cannot fit up with 
him. This long fitting up makes the pe- 
riods in my letters fo fhort. I defign to 
ftay here all the next week^ to be at lei* 
fure by myfelf^ to finifti fomcthing of weight 
I have upon my hands, and which mud 
ibon be done. I fhall then think of return- 
ing to Ireland f if thefe people will let me ; 
and I know nothing elfe they have for mc 
to do. I gave Dr. Arbuthnott my thanks for 
his kindnefs to Bernage^ whofe commiilioa 
Is now figned. Methinks I long to know 
fomething of 5/^//^'s healih, how it conti- 
nues after Wexford waters. 

30. The queen was not at chapel to-day^ 
and all for the better^ for we had a dunce 
to preach : (he has a little of the gout. I 
dined with my brother Majham and a mo- 
derate company, and would not go to lord 
trcafiirer's till after fupper at eleven o'clock, 

and 
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and pretended I had miftaken the faoiir; fo 
I ate nothing : and a little after twelve the 
company broke up, the keeper and fecrctary 
refufing to (lay ; fo I faved this night's de- 
bauch. Prior went away yefterday with 
his Frenchmeriy and a thoufand reports arc 
raifed in this town. Some faid, they knew 
one to be the Abbe de PoUgnac^ others 
fwore it was the Abbe du Bois. The Whigs 
are in a rage about the Peace; but wc'H 
wherrct them, 1 warrant, boys. Go, go^ 
go to the dean's, and don't mind politicks^ 
young women, they are not good after the 
waters ; they are ftark naught ; they flrike 
up into the head. Go, get two black acc^ 
and fifh for a manilio. 

0£l. I . hivJohnWolters, an honeft drunken 
fellow, is now in waiting, and invited mc 
to the green-cloth to-day, that he might not 
be behind hand with colonel Godfreyy who 
is a Whig. I was engaged to the Mayor's 
feaft with Mr. Majlam ; but waiting to take 
leave of lord treafurer, I came too late, and 
fo returned fneaking to the green-cloth, and 
did not fee my lord treafurer neither; but 
was refolved not to lofe two dinners for hio^ 
I took leave to-day of my friend and (bli- 
utor lord Rivers, who ia commanded by 

the 
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thb queen to fet out for Hanover on T^hurJ^ 
day. The fccretary docs iiot go to town till 
to-morrow : he and I and two friends more 
drank a fober bottle of wine here at home> 
and parted at twelve ; he goes by fevtn to- 
morrow iliorning, (b I fhall not fee him. I 
have power over his cellar in his abfencei 
and make little Ufe of it. Lord Dartmouth 
and my friend Lewis ftay here this week ; 
but I can never work out a dinner from 
Dartmouth. Mafiam has promifed to pro- 
vide for me : I fquired his lady out of her 
chaife to-day^ and muft viiit her in a day 
or two. So you have had a lohg fit of the 
£neft weather in the world ; but I am every 
day in pain that it will go off. I have done 
no bufinefs to-day : I am very idle. 

2. My friend Lewis and I, to avoid over- 
much eatings and great tables, dined with 
hont^yemmyEcierJhally clerk of the kitchen, 
now in waiting ; and I befpoke my dinner : 
but the cur h^d your acquaintance Lovet^ 
the gentleman porter, to be our company : 
Lovetf towards the end of dinner, after 
twenty wrigglings, faid he had the honour 
to fee me formerly ztMoor-park, and thought 
he remembered my face : I faid, I thought 

VoL.V. G Ire- 
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I remembcFcd him, and was glad to fee 
him, &c. and I elcaped for that much, for 
he was very pert. . It has rained all this day, 
and I doubt our good weather is gone. I 
have been very idle this afternoon, playing 
at twelve-penny picquet with Lewis i I 
won feven fliillings, which is the oi>ly mo- 
ney I won this year ; I have not played 
above four times, and I think always at 
Windjor: cards are very dear, there is a duty 
on them of fix- pence a pack, which (poils 
fmall gamefters. 

3. Mr. M^pam fent this morning to dc* 
fire I would ride out with him, the wea- 
ther growing again very fine : I was very 
bufy, and fent my excufes ; but defired he 
would provide me a dinner: I dined with 
him, his lady, and her fifter, Mrs. HiU^ 
who invites us to-morrow to dine with her, 
and we are to ride out in the morning* 
I fat with kdy Ogletkrp till eight this 
evening, then was going home to wriiej 
looked about for the woman that keeps the 
key of the houfe \ fhe told me Patrick had . 
it. I coded my heels in the cloifters till 
nine, thn went into the mufick- meetings 
where I had been often defired to go ; bat 

Was 
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was weary in half an hour of their fine 
fluff *, and dole out fo privately that every 
body faw me ; and cooled my heels in the 
cloifters- again till after ten : then came in 
Patrick. I went up, (hut th& chamber- 
door, and gave him two or three fwinging 
cuffs on the ear, and I have ft rained the 
thumb of my left hand with pulling him, 
which I did not feel until he was gone. He 
was plaguily afraid and humbled* 

4. It Was the fineft day in the world, 
and we got out before eleven, a noble ca- 
ravan of us. The duchefs of Sbrewjbury in 
her own chaife with one horfe, and Mifs 
Touchet with her j Mrs. Majfjam and Mrs. 
Scarborows one of the dreffers, in one of 
the queen's chaifes ; Mifs Forejler and Mifs 
Scarborow^ two maids of honour, and Mrs. 
Hill on horfeback. The duke oi Sbrewjbury^ 
Mr. Majfjam^ Ceorge Fielding^ Arbutbnott 
and I on horfeback too. Mrs. H/7/'s horfe 
was hired for Mifs Scarborowt but (he took 
it in civility, her own horfe was galled and 
could not be rid, but kicked and winced : 
the hired horfe was not worth eighteen 
pence. I borrowed coat, boots and horfe, 

* Suifty like fomc others, rather hated thnn loved 
niuh'^k. 

. G 2 and 
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and in fhort we had all the difficulties, and 
more than we ufed to have in making a 
party from Trim to * Longjield'%. My coat 
was light camblet, faced with red velvet, 
and filver buttons. We rode in the great 
park and the forefl about a dozen miles, 
and the duchefs and I had much conver* 
fation ; we got home by two, and Mr. 
Ma/ham^ his lady, Arbuthnott and I dined 
with Mrs. HilL Arbuthnott made us all me- 
lancholy, by fome fymptoms of bloody 
ur — e : he expedls a cruel fit of the ftone 
in twelve hours ; he fays he is never mif- 
taken, and he appeared like a man that 
was to be racked to-morrow. I cannot but 
hope it will not be fo bad \ he is a perfeftly 
honeft man, and one I have much obligation 
to. It rained a little this afternoon,' and 
grew fair again. Lady Oglethorp fcnt to 
fpeak to me, arnl it was to let me know 
that lady Rochejier defires (he and I may be 
better acquainted. 'Tis a little too late; 
for I am not now in love with lady Ro^ 
chefter : they (hame me out of her, becaufc 
fhe is old. Arbuthnott fays, he hopes my 
drained thumb is not the gout ; for he has 

♦ Mr. LongfUld lived at Killbride, about four nwlcs 
from Trim. 

often 
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often found people fo midaken. I do not 
remember the particular thing that gave it 
ane, only I had it juft after beating Patrick^ 
and now it is better ; ib I believe he is mif« 
taken. 

5. The duchefs of Sbrewjbury fent to in- 
vite me to dinner ; but 1 was abroad laft 
night when her fervant came, and this 
morning I fent my excufes, bccaufe I was 
engaged, which I was forry for. Mrs. 
Forejier taxed me yefterday about the hif- 
tory of the maids of honour ; but I told 
her fairly it was no jeft of mine; for I 
found they did not relifli it altogether well : 
and I have enough already of a quarrel 
with that brute Sir John Walters^ who has 
been railing at me in all companies ever 
fince I dined with him ; that I abufed the 
queen's meat and drink, and faid, nothing 

at the table was good, and all a d d lie ; 

for, after dinner, commending the wine, I 
faid, I thought it was fomething fmall. You 
would wonder how all my friends laugh at 
this quarrel. It will be fuch a jeft for' the 

keeper, treafurer, and fecretary. 1 dined 

'with honeft colonel Godfrey^ took a good 
vvalk of an hour on the terrace, and then 

G 3 came 
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came up to ftudy : but it grows blooaj 
cold, and I Ivavc no waiftcoat here. 

6. I never dined with the chaplains til^ i ^ 
to-day ; but my friend Gafirel and the dearr^ ^^ 
of Rochejler had often invited me, and I hap*— - ^=> 
pencd to be dfcngagcd : it is the worfff^^^ 
provided table at court. Wc ate on pewter ^ 
every chaplain, when he is made a deanae: ^j 
gives a piece of plate, and fo they have go9^ ^t 
a little, fomc of it very old. One who wai^^^ 
made dean of Peterborow (a fmall deanry)^^ 
faid, he would give no plates he Was onljf ■ ^ 
dean of Pewterborow. The newa of Mr-^ 
H///'s mifcarriage in his expedition came to — - 
day, and I went to vifit Mrs. Majham andL 
Mrs. Hill, his two fifters, to condole with 
them. I advifed them by all means to gor 
to the mufick-nieeting to-night, to (hew 
they were not cad down, &c. and thejr 
thought my advice was right, and went. E 
doubt Mr. Hill and his admiral made wrongs 
fteps; however, we lay it all to- a ftorm^ 
&c. I fat with the fccretary at fupper ^ 
then v/e both went to lord treafurer's fup- 
per, and fat till twelve. The fccretary i^ 
much mortified about Hilli becaufe thj? 
pxpedition was of his contriving, and Ik? 
counted much upon it ; but lord treafurcr 
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was jufl merry as ufual, and old laughing 
at Sir "John Walters and me falling out. I 
faid, Nothing grieved me, but that they 
would take example, and perhaps prefumc 
upon it, and get out of my government ; but 
that I thought I was not obliged to govern 
bears, chough 1 governed men. They pro- 
mife to be as obedient as ever, and io we 
laughed; — and fo I go to b d; for it is 
colder ftill, and you have a fire now, and 
are at cards at home. 

/• Lord Harley and I dined privately to- 
day with Mrs. Majham and Mrs. HilU and 
my brother Majham. 1 faw lord HaUifax at 
CQurt^ and we joined and talked, and the 
ducheis of Shrew/bury came up and re- 
proached me for not dining with her : I 
laid. That was not fo foon done ; for I 
cxpe<fted more advances from ladies, efpe- 
cially ducheffes: {he promifed to comply 
with any demands I pleafcd ; and I agreed 
to dine with her to-morrow, if I did not go 
to London too foon, as I believe I (hall be- 
fore dinner. Lady Oglethorp brought me 
and the duchefs of Hamilton together to- 
day in the drawing- room, and I have given 
her fbme encouragement, but not much. 
Every body has been teazing Walters. He 
G 4 told 
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told lord trcafurer, that he took his coniT -» 
pany from him that were to dine with -«i 
him; my lord faid, I will fend you Dr. — • 
Swift : lord keeper bid him take care what ^ 
he did ; For, faid he, Dr, Swift is not only "V 
fdl our favourite, but our governor. The «s 
old company fupped with Iprd treafurer, and ^ 
got away by twelve. 

London, 8. I believe I (hall go no more ^ 
to Wind/or ; for we expeiS the queen will -■ 
come in ten days to Hampton- Court. It ^ 
was froft laft night, and cruel cold to-day. 
I could not dine with the duchefs ; for I left - 
Wind/or half an hour after one with lord 
treafurer, and we called at Kenjingtm, 
where Mrs. Majham was got to fee her chil-- 
dren for two days. I dined, or rather fup» 
ped with lord treafurer, and ftaid till after 
ten. T^ifdall and his family are gone from 
hence^^ upon fome wrangle with the £unily. 
Yefterday I had two letters brought mc to 
Mr. Ma/ham's ; one from Ford^ and t'other 
from our little MD, iV. 21.. I would not 
tell you till tp-day, becaufe I would not. 
I won't anfwer it till the next, becaufe I 
have flipt two days by being at Wind/or^ 
which I muft recover here. Well, iirrahs, 
I muft go' to ileep. The roads were as dr)t 

as 
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as at Midfummer to-day. This letter fhall 
go to-morrow, 

9. Morning, It rains hard this morn-p 
ing ; I fuppofc our fair weather is now ^t 
an end. I think 1*11 put on my waiftcoat 
to-day: (hall I? Well, I will then, tp 
pleafe MD. I think of dining at home to«- 
day upon a chop and a pot. The town 
continues yet very thin. Lord Strafford is 
gone to Holland to tell them what we have 
done here towards a Peace. We (hall foon 
hear what the Dutch fay, and how they take 
it. My humble fervice to Mrs. JValls^ Mrs. 
Stoyte and Catherine. — Morrow, deareft fir- 
rahs, and farewel; and God Almighty blefs 
MD^ poor, little, dear AfD, for fo I mean, 
^nd Prejio too. V\\ write to you again to- 
night, that is, ni begin my next letter, 
Farcwel, Cic. 

This little bit belongs to MD -, we muft 
always write on the margin : * you are 
faucy rogues. 

• This happens to be the only finglc line written 
upon the margin of any of his journals. By feme ac« 
cident there was a margin abo^t as broad as the bacl^ 
pf a razor, and therefore he made this ufe of it. 
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LETTER XXXn. 

' London, 0<5lober 9, 171 

X WAS forced to lie down at twelve 
day, and mend my night's fleep ; I flept 
after two, and then fent for a bit of mui 
and pot of ale from the next cook's ft 
and had no ftomach. 1 went out at f< 
and called to fee Biddy F/oyd, which 1 
not done thefe three months : fhe is fbi 
thing marked, but has recovered her cc 
plexion quite, and looks very well. T 
I fat the evening with Mrs. Vanhomrigb, 
drank coffee, and ate an egg* I like^ 
took a new lodging to-day, not likinj 
ground-floor, nor the ill fmell, and ot 
circumftances. I lodge, or fliall lodge, 
Leicejler-Ficldsy and pay ten (hillings a we 
that won't hold out long, faith. I fl 
lie here but one night more. It rained 1 
ribly till one o'clock to-day. I lie, fc 
fhall lie here two nights, till Thurfday^ \ 
then remove. Did I tell you that my fri 
Mrs. Barton has a brother drowned, t 
went on the expedition with Jack H\ 
He was a lieutenant-colonel, and a c 
CPmb; and (he keeps her chamber in foi 
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and the fervants fay, (he receives no mef- 

iages. -Anfwer MD's letter, Prejo, d*ye 

hear ? No, fays Pre/lo, I won't yet, I'm 
haCy : you're a faucy rogue. Who talks ? 

lo. It coft me two fhillings in coach- 
hire to dine in the city with a printer, I 
have fent, and caufed to be fent, three 
pamphlets out in a fortnight. I will ply the 
rogues warm, and whenever any thing of 
theirs makes a noife, it fhall have an an- 
fwer. I have inftrudled an under-fpur-lea- 
ther to write fo, that it is taken for mine, 
A rogue that writes a new.-paper called Tie 
Protejlant Poji'-boy^ has refle<9:ed on me in 
one of his papers ; but the fecretary has 
takeq him up, and be fhall have a fqueeze 
extraordinary. He fays, that an ambitious 
tantivy, miffing of his towering hopes of 
preferment in Ireland^ is come over to vent 
\i\% fpleen on the late miniftry, fifr. I'll 
tantivy him with a vengeance. I fat the 
evening at home, and am very bufy, and 
can hardly find time to write, unlefs it were 
to MD. I am in furious hade. 

II. I dined to-day with lord treafurer, 
^burjdays are now his days when his choice 
company comes, but we are too much mul- 
tiplied. George Granville fent his excufes 

upon 
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upon being ill ; I hear he apprehends the 
apoplexy, which would grieve me much. 
Lord treafurer calls Prior nothing hwt Mon^ 
fteur Baudrier, which was the feigned name 
of the Frenchman that writ his journey to 
Paris. They pretend to fufpeft me, fo I 
talk freely of it, and put them out of their 
play. Lord treafurer calls me now Dr. Mar^ 
tin, becaufe Martin * is a fort of a fwallow, 
and fo is a Swiff. When he and I came 
laft Monday from JVindfor^ we were reading 
all the figns •f' on the road. He is a pure 
trifler ; tell the bifhop of Clogber fo. I made 
him make two lines in verfe for the Bell and 
Dragony and they were rare bad ones. I 
fuppofe Dilly is with you by this time : what 
could his reafon be of leaving London^ and 
not owning it ? 'Twas plaguy filly. I be- 
lieve his natural inconftancy made him 
weary ; 1 think he is the king of incon- 

♦ From this pleafantry of my lord Oxford^ the ap<» 
pcUativc M(^runui ScribUrus took its rife. 

f Vide Stvi/t^s Imitations of Horace^ Lib. II. Ss^t. 6. 
where he gives an account of what fort of tattle en- 
tertained my lord Oxford and him upon the road to 
H'lnd/or; and, among other whims, how, as the cha- 
riot pafled along, 

They gravely try'd to read the lines 
Writ underpe^th the country Signs. 

ftancy. 
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ftancy, I flayed with lord treaftfrcr till terx j 
wc had five lords and three commoners* 
Go to ombre, firrahs. 

12. Mrs. Vanhomrigh has changed her 

lodging as well as I. She found (he had got 

with a bawd, and removed : I dined with 

her to-day ; for though (he boards, her 

landlady does not dine with her. I am 

grown a mighty lover of herrings ; but they 

are much fmaller here than with you. In 

the afternoon I vifited an old major-general, 

and eat fix oyflers; then fat an hour with 

Mrs. Colledge, the joiner's daughter that was 

hanged ; it was the joiner was hanged, and 

not his daughter ; with T^bompfons wife, a 

magiftrate. There was the famous Mrs. 

Floyd oiCbeJier^ who, I think, is the hand- 

ibmeft woman (except MDJ that ever 1 

law. She told me, that twenty people 

liad fent her the verfes upon Biddy, as 

meant to her : and indeed, in point of hand- 

ibmenefs, flie dcferves them much better. 

1 will not go to Wind/or to-morrow, and fo 

1 told the fecretary to-day. I hate the 

thoughts of Saturday and Sunday fuppers 

>vith lord treafurer. Jack Hill is come 

liome from his unfortunate expedition, and 

is, I think, now at Wind/or: I have not 

vet 
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yet feen him. He is privately blamed by 
his own friends for want of conduct. He 
called a council of war, and therein it wa^ 
determined to come back. But they fay^ a 
general fhould not do that, becaufc the offi- 
cers will always give their opinion for re* 
turning, fince the blame will not lie upon 
them, but the general : I pity him heartily* 
Bernage received his commiflion to-day, 

13. I dined to-day with colonel Crowe, 
late governor of Barbadoes ; he is a great 
acquaintance of your friend Sterne, to whom 
I trufted the. bojr. Lord treafurer has re- 
fufed Sterne's bufinefs ; and I doubt he is a 
rake ; yemmy Leigh ftays for him, and no- 
body knows where to find him. I am fo 
bufy now, I have hardly time to fparc to 
write to our little MD; but in a fortnight 
I hope it will be over. I am going now to 
be bufy, &c. 

14. I was going to dine with Dr. Cock- 
burn, but Sir Andrew Founkxin met me, and 
carried me to Mrs. Fan'Sj where I drank the 
laft bottle of Raymond'^ wine, admirable 
good, better than any I get among the mi- 
niftry. I muft pick up time to anfwer this 
letter of il/D's, I'll do it in a day or two 
for certain. ^^I am glad I am not at 

IVindfor, 



Witidfar^ for it is very cold> and I won't hate 
a fire tin November. I am contriving how 
to ftop up my grate with bricks. Patrick 
was drunk laft night ; but did not cbme 
to me, elfe I (hould have given him t'other 
cufF. I fat this evening with Mrs. Barton^ 
it is the firft day of her feeing company ; 
but I made her merry enough, and we were 
three hours difputing upon Whig and Tory. 
She grieved for her brother only for form, 
and he was a fad dog. Is Stella well 
enough to go to church, pray ? no num- 
mings left ? no darknefs in your eyes ? do 
you walk and exercife ? Your exercife is 

ombre. People are coming up to town ; 

|hc queen will be at Hampton- court in a 
week. Lady Betty Germain y I hear, is 
come, and lord Pembroke is coming : his 
new wife is as big with child as ihe can 
tumble. 

15. I fat at home till four this afternoon 
to-day writing, and ate a roll and butter ; 
then vifited Will. Congreve an hour or two, 
and fupped with lord treafurer, who came 
from Windfor to-day, and brought Prior 
with him. The queen has thanked Prior 
fer his good fervice in France, and promifed 
to make him a commiflioner of the cuftoms. 
7 Several 
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Sevdral of that commiffion are to be out ; 
among the reft, my friend Sir Matthew 
Dudleys, I can do nothing for him, he is 
fo hated by the miniftry. Lord treafurer 
kept me till twelve, fo I need not tell you 
it is now late. 

1 6. I dined to-day with Mr^ fecretary at 
Dr. Cote/worth's^ where he now lodges till 
his houfe be got ready in Golden-- Square. 
One Boyer^ a French dog, has abufed me in 
a pamphlet, and I have got him up in a 
meffenger's hands : the fecretary promifes 
me to fwinge him. Lord treafurer told me 
lafl: night, that he had the honour to be 
abufed with me in a pamphlet. I muft 
make that rogue an example for warning to 
others. I was to fee Jack Hill this morn- 
ing, who made that unfortunate expedition ; 
and there is flill more misfortune; for that 
fhip, which was admiral of his fleet, is. 
blown up in the Thames^ by an accident and 
carelcfnefs of fomc rogue, who was going, 
as they think, to ftcal fomc gun-powder-: 
five hundred men are loft; we don't yet 
know the particulars. 1 am got home by 
fcven, and am going to be bufy, and you 
are going to play and fupperj you live.ten 
times happier than I : but I fhould live tea 

times 
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times happier than you, if I wefe with 
MD. I faw Jemmy Leigh to-day in thfc 
ftrcct, who tells me that Sterne has not laift 
ibove once thefe three weeks in his lodg- 
ings, and he doubts he takes ill courfes ; he 
ftays only till he can find Sterne to go along 
with him, and he cannot hear of him. I 
begged him to enquire about the box when 
he comes to Chejier^ which he promifes, 

17. The fecretary and I dined to-day 
with brigadier Brittonj a great friend of his. 
The lady of the houfe is very galante, about 
thirty-five ; {he is faid to have a great deal 
of wit 5 but I fee nothing among any of 
them that equals MD by a bar's length, as 
hope faved. My lord treafurer is much out 
of order ; he has a fore throat, and the gra- 
vel, and a pain in his bread where the 
wound was : pray God preferve him. The 
queen comes to Hampton-Court on TuefJay ' 
next ; people are coming faft to town, and 
I muft anfwer MD's letter, which I can 
hardly find time to do, though I am at home 
the greateft part of the day. Lady Betty 
Germain and 1 were difputing fVhig and Tory 
to death this morning. She is grown very 
iat, and looks mighty well. Biddy Floyd WuS 

VoL.y. H there. 
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there, and (he is, I think, very much fpoiled 
with the finall-pox, 

1 8. Lord treafurer is ftill out of order, 
and that breaks our method of dining there 
to-day. He is often fubjedt to a fore throat, 
and fome time or other it will kill him, un- 
lefs he takes more care than he is apt to 
do. It was faid about the town, that poor 
lord Peterborow was dead at Frankfort i but 
he is fomething better, and the queen is 
fending him to Italy^ where I hope the 
warm climate will recover him; he has 
abundance of excellent qualities, and we 
love one another mightily. I was this af- 
ternoon in the city, eat a bit of meat, and 
fettled fome things with a printer. I will 
anfwcr your letter on Saturday^ if poflible,, 
and then fend away this ; fo to fetch up 
the odd days 1 loft at Wind/or ^ and keep con- 
ftant to my fortnight. Ombre time is now 
coming on, and we fliall have nothing but 
Manleyy and Wallsy and Stoytes^ and the 
dean. Have you got no new acquain- 
tance ? Poor girls ; no body knows MD*s 

good qualities. 'Tis very cold; but I 

will not have a fire till November, that's 
pozz. — Well, but coming home to-night, 

I found 
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1 foupd on my table a letter from MD ^ 
faith I was angry, that is with my felf ; 
and I was afraid too to fee MD's hand fo 
foon, for fear of fomething, I don't know 
what ; at laft I opened it, and it was over 
tvelJ, and a bill for the two hundred guineas. 
However, 'tis a fad thing that this letter is 
not gone, nor your twenfy-firfl: anfwered 
yet. 

1 9. I Was invited to-day to dine with Mrs. 
Fan, with fome company who did not come ; 
but I ate nothing but herrings : you muft 
know I hardly ever eat of above one thing, 
and that the plaineft ordinary meat at table; 
I love it beft, and believe it wholefomeft. 
You love rarities ; yes you do j I wifh you 
had all that I ever fee where I go. I was. 
coming home early, and met the fecretary 
in his chair, who perfuaded me to go with 
him to Brittons; for he faid, he had been 
all day at bufinefs, and had eaten pothing. 
So I wertt, and the time paft fo, that we 
ftaid till two, fo you may believe 'tis late 
enough. 

20. This day has gone all wrong, by fit- 
ting up fo late laft night- Lord treafurcr 
is not yet well, and can't go to PVindfur. I 
dined with Sir Matthew Dudley^ and took oc- 

H 2 cafion 
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cafioA to hint to him that he would lofe his 
employment, for which I am very forry. 
Lord Pembroke and his family are all come - 
to town. I was kept fo long at a friend's ^ 
this evening, that I cannot fend this to- - 
night. When I knocked at tny lodgingSs - 
a fellow afkcd me where lodged Dr. Swift ? ^ 
I told him, I was the perfon : he gave me ^ 
a letter he brought from the fecretary's of- - 
fice, and I gave him a (hilling : when I came 
up, I faw Dingleys hand : faith I was afraid, 
I do not know what. At laft it was a for- 
mal letter from Dingley about her exchequer 
bufinefs. Well, Til do it on iWWtfy, and 
fettle it with Tooke. And now, boys, for 
your letter, I mean the firft, N. 21. Let's 
fee ; come out, little letter. — I never had 
the letter from the bifhop that Raymond 
mentions ; but I have written to Ned Souths 
wel^ to defire the duke oiOrmond to (peak 
to his reverence that he may leave off his 
impertinence. What a pox can they think 
I am doing for the archbifhop here ? You 
have a pretty notion of me in Ireland^ to 
make me an kgent for the archbifbop of 
Dublin.— ^-^^hy I do you think I value 
your people's ingratitude about my part in 
ferving them ? I remit them their Firfi^ 

Fruits 
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Fruits of Ingratitude, as freely as I got the 
other remitted to them. This lord treafurer 
defers writing his letter to them, or elfe 
they would be plaguily confounded by this 
time. For, he defigns to give the merit 
of it wholly to the queen and me, and to 
let them know it was done before the duke 
of Ormond was lord lieutenant. You vifit» 
you dine abroad, you fee friends ; you pil- 
garlick ; you walk from Finglafs, you a cat's 
foot. O Lord — Lady Gore hung her child 
by the waift ; what is that waiji *, I don't 
underftand the word ; he muft hang on till 
you explain or fpell it. — I don't believe he 
was pretty, that's a liiii. — Pifli ; burn your 
Firji-Fruits ; again at it. Ste/la has made 
twenty falfe fpellings in her writing ; 1*11 
fend them to you all back again on the 
other fide of this letter, to mend them ; I 
won't mifs one. Why ; I think there were 
icyenteen bifhops names to the letter lord 
Oxford received. — I will fend you fome 
pamphlets by LetgA : put me in mind of it 

♦ With great refped to the Dr's judgment, perhaps 
StilUs orthography might be defended againft the ty- j 
ranny of her inftrufior ; at leaft fhe has all the mo- 
dems on her fide: however indeed, waft ^m well as 
Wilifi^ is to be met with in IMtleton'^ di^oi^ur^. 

H 3 o». 
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an Monday y for I fhall go then to the printer j 
yes, and the Mifcellany. I am mightily 
obliged to Walls^ but I don't deferve it by 
any ufage of him here, having feen hirn 
but twice, and once en pajfant. Mrs. 
Manley forfworn ombre! What; and no 
blazing ftar appear ? no monfters born ? no 
whale thrown up ? Have you not found 
out fome evafion for her ? She had no fuch 
regard to oaths in her younger days. I got 
the books for nothing, madam Dingleyi 
but the wine I got not ; it was but a pro- 
miic.—- Yes, my head is pretty well in the 
main, only now and then a little threat- 

ning or fo. You talk of my reconci-* 

ling fome great folks. I tell you what. 
The fecretary told me laft night, that be had 
found the reafon why the queen was cold to 
him for fome months paft j that a friend ha4 
told it him yefterday ; and it was, that they 
fufpcdled he was at the bottom with the 
duke of Marlborough. Then he faid, he had 
reflcded upon all I had fpoken to him long 
ago ; but be thought it had been only my 
fulpicion, and my zeal and kindnefs for him. 
I faid I had reafon to take that very ill, to 
imagine \ knew fo little of the world as to 
t^lk.at a venture to a great minift^r j that I 

ha4 
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had gone between him and lord treafurer 
often, and told each of them what I had faid 
to the other, and that I had informed him 
fo before: he faid all that you may ima- 
gine to excufe himfelf, and approve my con- 
dud. I told him, I knew all along, that 
this proceeding of mine was the fureft way 
to fend me back to my willows in Ireland^ 
but that I regarded it not, provided I could 
do the kingdom fervice in keeping them 
well together. I minded him how often 
I had told lord treafurer, lord keeper, and 
* him together, that all things depended on 
their union, and that my comfort was to fee 
them love one another; and I had told 
them all iingly, that I had not faid this by 
chance, &c. He was in a rage to be thus 
fufpedled ; fwears he will be upon a better 
foot, or none at all ; and I do not fee. how 
they can well want him in this junfture. 
1 hope to find a way of fettling this matter. 
I ad an honeft part j that will bring me 
neither profit nor praife. MD muft think 
the better of me for it : nobody elfe fhall 
ever know it. Here*s politicks enough for 
once; but madam D.D. gave me occafion 
for it. I think I told you I have got into 
lodgings that don't fmell ill — O Lord ! the 
H 4 ' fpedta- 
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fpedaclcs : well, Til do that on Monday 
too; although it goes againft me to be em- 
ployed for folks that neither you nor I care 
9 groat for. Is the eight pounds from 
HawkfiawmcXwAtdi in the thirtyrnin^ pounds 
five fhillings and two-pence? How do I 
know by this how my account flands? 
Can*t you write five or fix lines to caft it 
up ? Mine is forty-four pounds per annum, 
and eight ppunds from Jlaivkjhaw makes 
^fty-two pounds. Pray fet it rights and lc( 

me know ; you had beft. And fb now 

I have anfwerediST. 21, and Yis late, and I 
will anfwer iNT. 22 in my next : this cannof 
go to-night, but fhall pii Tuefday: and fo 
go to your play, and lofe your money, with 
your two eggs a penny ; filly jade 5 you 
witty ? very pretty, 

21. Mrs. Van would have me dine with 
her again to-day, and fo I did, though lady 
Mountjoy has fent two or three times tp 
have me fee and dine with her, and (he is 
a little body I love very well. My head has 
ached a little in the eyenings thefe three or 
four days, but it is not of the gi4dy fort, 
fo I do not much value it. I was to fee 
Jord Harley to-day, but lord treafurer took 
phyficky and I could not fee him. He has 

voided 
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voided much gravel, and is better, but not 
well } he talks of going on l^uefday to fee 
the queen zt Hampton-Court ; I wifli he may 
be able. I never faw fo fine a fummer day 
as this was ; bow is it with you pray ? and 
can't you remember, naughty packs. I han't 
fcen lord Pembroke yet. He will be forry to 
mifs Dilfy : I wonder you fay nothing of 
Diliys being got to Ireland', if he be not 
there foon, I (hall have fome certain odd 
thoughts; guefs them if you can. 

22. I dined in the city to-day with Dr. 
Fremdf at one of my printers ; I enquired 
for Leighf but could not find him : I have 
forgot what fort of apron you want. I muft 
rout among your letters, a needle in a bot^ 
tie of hay. I gave Sterne diredlions, but 
where to find him Lord knows. I have be- 
fpoken the fpedtacles ; got a fet of Exami^ 
ners, and five pamphlets, which I have 
either written or contributed to, except the 
bcft, which is the Vindication of the duke of 
Marlborough ; and is entirely of the au« 
thor of the Atalantis. I have fettled Ding^ 
lef% affair with Tooke, who has undertaken 
it, and underflands it. I have beipoken a 
Mtfcellany: what would you have me do 
pofip ? Jt (oil me a Shilling coming home ; 

it 
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it raihs terribly, and di4 fo in the morning. 
Lord treafurer has had an ill day, in much 
pain« He writes and do^a bufinef^ in hM 
chamber now he is ill : the man is be- 
witched ; he defires to fee me, and Til tn^u% 

him, but he will not value it a ruih. -r 

I am half weary of them all. I often burft 
out into thcfe thoughts, and will certainly 
fteal away as foon as I decently can. I 
have many friends, and many enemies ; and 
the lad are more condant in their nature. 
I have no fhuddering at all to think of re- 
tiring to my old circumftanccs, if you can 
be eafy ; but I will always live in Ireland as 
I did the laft time ; I will not hunt for din- 
ners there ; nor convcrf<? Vith more than z 
very few. 

23. Morning. This goes to-day, and 
fhall be fcaled by and bye. Lord treafurer 
takes phyfick again to-day : I believe I ihall 
dine with lord Dupplin. Mr. Tooke brought 
me ja letter dire<5led for me at Morphew'% 
the bookfeller. I fuppofe, by the poftage, 
it came from Ireland -y it is a woman's hand, 
and feems falfe fpelt on purpofe ; it is in 
fuch fort of verfe as Harris's petition ; ral- 
lies me for writing merry things, and not 
Vpon divinity; .and is like the fubjeft of 

th« 
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the archbifhop's laft letter, as I told you» 
Can you gucfs whom it carac from ? it is 
not ill written ; pray find it out ; there is 
a Latin vcrfe at the end of it all rightly 
fpelt I yet the EngUJh, as I think, afFeftedly 
wrong in many places. — My plaguing time 
is coming. A young fellow brought me a 
letter from judge Coote^ with recommenda- 
tion to be lieutenant of a man of war. He 
is the Ion of one Echlin^ who was minifter 
of Belfaji before Ttfdall^ and I have got 
fome other new cuftomers ; but I /hall trou- 
ble tsiy friends as little as pofiible. Saucy 
Stella ufed to jeer me for meddling with 
other folks affairs : but now I am puniflied 

for it. Patrick has brought the candle, 

and I have no more room. Farcwel, &c. &Cf 

Here is a full and true account of Stella's 
new Ipelling. 



Plaguely, 


- - Plaguily *, 


Dineing, 


- - Dining. 


Straingers, 


- - Strangers. 


Chais, 


- - Chafe f. 


Waift, 


^ - Waft. 



• This column of words, as they arc corrected, \% 
in Stillas hand. 
•)• Yet here is one word ftill falfe fpclt. 

J Houer, 
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Houer, 


- Hour. 


Immagin, 
A bout. 


- Imagine. 

- About, 


Intellegencc, - 
Aboundance, - 


- Intelligence. 

- Abundance. 


Merrit, 


- Merit. 


Secreet, 


- Secret. 


Phamphlets, - 
Buffinefs, 


- Pamphlets. 

- Bufinefs. 



Tell me truly, firrah, how many of thefc 
are miilakes of the pen, and how many 
are you to anfwer for as real ill fpelling ? 
There are but fourteen ; I faid twenty by 
guefs. You muft not be angry, for I will 
have you fpell right, let the world go how 
)t will. Though after all, there is but a 
xniftake of one letter in any of thefe words. 
I allow you henceforth but fix falfc fpellings 
in every letter you fend me. 
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LETTER XXXIIL 

London, OSt. 23, 171 1. 

I D I NED with lord Dupplin, as I told 
you I would, and put my thirty-fecond 
into the poft-ofBcc my own felf ; and I be- 
lieve there has not been one moment fince 
we parted, wherein a letter was not upon 
the road going or coming to or from PMD \. 
If the queen knew it, flie would give us a 
penfion ; for it is we bring good luck to 
their poft-boys and their pacquets : elfe they 
would break their necks and fink. But, an 
old faying and a true one; Be it fnow or 
florm or hail, PMD's letters never fail: 
Crofs winds may fometimes make them 
tarry; But PMD's letters can't mLfcarry. 

■ Terrible rain to-day, but it cleared up 
at night enough to fave my twelve-pence 
coming home. Lord treafurer is much 
better this evening. I hate to have him ill, 
he is fo confoundedly carelefs. I won't an- 
fwer your letter yet, fo be fatisfied. 

24. I called at lord treafurer's to-day at 
noon ; he was eating fome broth in his bed- 

t That is, Pr//?* and MD. 

chambejr, 
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chamber, undreffed, with a thoufand paper* 
about him. He has a little fever upon him^ 
and his eye terribly blood-fhot ;' yet he dref- 
fcd himfelf, and went out to the treafury. 
He told me, he had a letter from a lady 
with a complaint againft me, it was from 
Mrs. C«//j, a fitter of lord Cuffs, who writ 
to him, that I had abufed her brother : you 
remember the Salamander ; it is printed in 
the Mjf el/any. I told my lord, that I would 
never regard complaints, and that I ex- 
pcded whenever he received any againft 
me, he would immediately put them into 
the fire, and forget them, elfe I (hould have 

no quiet. I had a little turn in my 

head this morning; which, though it did 
not laft above a moment, yet being of the 
true fort, has made me as weak as a dog all 
this day. 'Tis the firft I have had this 
half year. I (hall .take my pills if I hear 
of it again. I dined at lady Mounfjoy's with 
Harry Coote, and went to fee lord Pembroke 

upon his coming to town. The ff^Jbig^ 

party are furious againft a Peace, and every 
day fonie ballad comes out refleiting on the 
niiniftry on that account. The fecretary SL 
John has feized on a dozen bookfellers and 
publiftiers, intQ his mcfTcngers hands. . Some 

of 
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of the foreign minifters have publifhed the 
Preliminaries agreed on here between France 
and England \ and people rail at them as 
inefficient to treat a Peace upon j but the 
fccret is, that the French have agreed to ar- 
ticles much more important, which our mi- 
nifters have not communicated^ and the 
people, who think they know all, are dif- 
contented that there is no more. This w^as 
an inconvenience I foretold to the fccretary > 
but we could contrive no way to fence againit 
it. — So there's politicks for you. 

25. The queen is at Hampton-Court ; flie 
went on Huefday in that terrible rain. I 
dined with Lewis at his lodgings, to dif- 
patch fome bufinefs we had. I fent this 
morning and evening to lord treafurer, and 
he is much worfe by going out ; I am in 
pain about evening. He has fent for Dr. 
Radcliffe', pray God preferve him. The 
chancellor of the exchequer fhewed me to- 
day a ballad in manufcript againfl lord 
treafurer and his South-Sea projciil ; it is 
very {harply written : if it be not printed, 
I will fend it you. If it be, it (hall go in 
your pacquet of pamphlets. — I found out 
your letter about directions for the apron, 
and have ordered to be bought a cheap, 

green 



grefcn filk work apron ; I have it by hcarC 
I fat this evening with Mrs. Barton^ wha 
is my near neighbour. It was a delicious 
day, and I got my walk, and was thinking 
whether MD was walking too }uft at that 

time that Prejio was. This paper docs 

not coft me a farthing, I have it from the 
fecretary's office. I long till to-morrow to 
know how my lord treafurer ileeps this 
night, and to hear he mends : we are all 
undone without him ; fo pray for him, fir- 
rahs, and don't flay too late at the dean's. 

26. I dined with Mrs. Vani for the wea- 
ther is fo bad, and I am fo bufy, that I 
can't dine with great folks : and befides I 
dare eat but little, to keep my head in or- 
der, which is better. Lord treafurer is very 
ill, but I hope in no danger. We have no 
quiet with the Wbigs^ they are fo violent 
againft a Peace ; but I'll cool them, with a 
vengeance, \tvy foon. I have not heard 
from the bi(hop of Clogbery whether he has 
got his ftatues. I writ to him fix weeks 
ago i he's fo bufy with his parliament I 
won't anfwer your letter yet, fay what you 
will, faucy girls. 

27. I forgot to go about fome bufinefs 
this morning, which coil me double the 

time; 
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time ; and I was forced to be at the fecre- 
tary's office till four, and lofe my dinner; 
fo I went to Mrs. Van^y and made them get 
me three herrings, which I am very fond 
of, and they are a h'ght vittals : bcfides, I 
was to have fupped at lady Afnburnham^ ; 
but the drab did not call for us in her coach, 
as Ihe promifed, but fent for us, and fo I 
fent my excufes. It has been a terrible 
rainy day, but fo flattering in the morning, 
that I would needs go out in my new hat. 
I met Leigh and Sterne as I v/as going 
into the Park. Leigh fays he will go to 
Ireland in ten days, if he can get Sterne to 
go with him ; fo I will fend him the things 
for MDy and I have defired him to enquire 
about the box. I hate that Sterne for his 
careleffnefs about it j but it was my fault. 

29. I was all this terrible rainy day with 
my friend Lewis upon bufmefs of impor- 
tance; and I dined with him, and came 
home about fevcn, and thought I would 
amufe myfelf a little after the pains I had 
taken. I faw a volume of Congreve^s Plays 
in my room, that Patrick had taken to 
read; and I looked into it, and in mere 
loitering read in it till twelve, like an owl 
Vol. V. I and 
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and a fool : if ever I do fo again ; ncTcr 
faw the like. Count Gallas, the emperor's 
envoy, you will hear is in difgrace with us : 
the queen has ordered her minifters to have 
no more commerce with him 5 the reafbo 
is, the fool writ a rude letter to lord Dart^ 
mouthy fecretary of ftate, complaining of our 
proceedings about a Peace; and he is al- 
ways in clofe confidence with lord Wharton^ 
and Sunderlandy and others of the late mi* 
niftry. 1 believe you begin to think there 
will be no Peace ; the IVhigs here arc fure 
it cannot be, and flocks are fallen again* 
But I am confident there will, unlefs France 
plays us tricks; and you may venture a 
wager with any of your WBig acquaintance^ 
that we fliall not have another campaign. 
You will get more by it than by ombrc^ 

firrah, 1 let flip telling you ye(lerdaj*s 

journal, which I thought to have done tftisf 
morning, but blundered. I dined yefter^ay? 
at Hany Coote's with lord Hatftm, Mr.. 
Finc/j, a fon of lord Nottingham^ and Sir 
Andrew Fountain. I left them foon j but 
hear they (laid till two in the morning, and 
were all drunk; and fo good night fqr laft ^ 
night, and goodnight for to-night. Ym 
4 blundering ' 
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blundering goofecap, an't you afliamed to 
blunder to young ladies ? I (hall have a fire 
in three or four days now, oh ho. 

30. I was to-day in the city concerting 
fbme things with a printer, and am to be 
to-morrow all day buiy with Mr. fecretary 
about the fame. I won't tell you now j but 
the minifters reckon it will do abundance 
of good, and open the eyes of the nation, 
who are half bewitched againft a Peace. Few 
of this generation can remember any thing 
but war and taxes, and they think it is as 
it fhould be ; whereas 'tis certain we are 
the moft undone people in Europe, as I ami 
afraid I fhall make appear beyond all contra^ 
didtion. But I forgot; I won't tell you 
what I will do, nor what I will not do : fo 
Jet me alone, and go to Stoyfe^ and give 
goody Stoyte and Catherine my humble fer- 
vice ; I love goody Sioyte better than goody 
Walls. Who'll pay me for this green apron ? 
I wUl have the money ; it coH: tea (hillings 
and fix pence. I think it plaguy dear for a 
cheap thing ; but they faid, that Englljh filk 
would cockle, and I know not what. You 
have the making into the bargain. 'Tis 
right Italian : I have fent it and the pam- 
phlets to Leigh, and will fend the Mifcdla- 
J 2 nie^ 
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flies and fpcflacles in a day or two. I would 
fend more i but faith I'm plaguy poor at 
prefent. 

31. The Drj/'/'s in this fcretary; when 
I went this morning he had people with 
him ; but fays he, We are to dine with 
Prior to-day, and then will do all our bu- 
finefs in the afternoon ; at two Prior fends 
word, he is othcrwifc engaged; then the 
fecrctary and I j;o a^Kl dme with brigadier 
Brittoriy fit till eight, grow merry, no bu- 
finefs done; he is ii. Vi?A\c to fee lady j^er- 
feyy we part, and i.p^ uini no time to meet 
again. This is ihe fajjt of A\ the prefent 
minifters, teazing me to death for my af- 
liftance, laying the whole weight of their 
affairs upon it, yet (lipping opportunities. 
Lord treafurcr mends ev:jry day, though 
flowly : I hope he will take care of him- 
idf. Pray, will you fend to Parvijol to fend' 
me a bill of twenty pounds as for n as he 
can, for I want money. J mull have mo- 
ney ; I will have money, fiirahs* 

AVj. I. I went to day into the city to 
fettle fon^e bufmcfs v/itli ^\trctf:rd^ and to 
dine with him ; but he was '-n;-agcd, and 
I wns fo aiUM-y I v/ou!d r.ct din^ v.'ith auy 
other merchant, but went to my printer, 

and 
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^Tid ate a bit, and did bufinefs of mifchicf 
with him, and I (hall have the fr-cclaclcs 
and Mifcdlany to-morrow, and leave them 
Vi^ith Leigh. A fine day always makes me go 
into the city, if I can fpare time, bccaufc it 
is exercife; and that does me more good 
than any thing, I have heard nothing lince 
of my head, but a httle, I don't know how, 
fometimes : but I am very temperate, efpe- 
cially now the treafurer is ill, and the mi- 
nifters often at Hampton-Court ^ and the Ic- 
cretary not yet fixed in his houle, and I 
hate dining with many of my old acquain- 
tance. Here has heen a fellow difcovered 
going cut of the Eajl-hidia houfe with fix- 
teen thoufand pounds in money and bills; 
he would have cfcaped, if he had not been 
fo unealy with thirll, that he flole out be- 
fore his time, and wps caught. But v/hat 
is that to MD ? I wUh we had the money, 
provided the Enf.-India con^pany was never 
the worfe ; you know we muft not covet, 
^c. Our weather, for this fortnight paft, is 
clicquered,- a fair and a rainy day ; this was 
Very fine, and I have walked four miles^ 
>vi(h MD would do fo, lazy fluttikins. 

2, It has rained all day with a cofjti^ 
nucndo^ and I went in a chair tp dine with 

I 3 Mrs^ 
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Mrs. Van-y always there in a very rainy 
day. But I made a fhift to come back 
afoot. I live a very retired life, pay very 
few vifits, and keep but very little com- 
pany ; I read no news-papers. I am forry 
I fent you the Examiner ; for the printer is 
going to print them in a fmall volume : it 
feems the author is too proud to have them 
printed by fubfcription, though his friends 
offered, they fay, to make it worth five 
hundred pounds to him. The SpeSiators 
are likewife printing in a larger and a fmaller 
volume : fo I believe they are going to leave 
them off, and indeed people grow weary of 
them, though they arc often prettily writ- 
ten. We have had no news for me to fend 
you no^ towards the end of my letter. 
The queen has the gout a little ; I hoped 
the lord treafurer would have had it too; 
but Radcliffe told me yefterday it was the 
rheumatifm in his knee and foot ; however 
he mends, and I hope will be abroad in a 
fhort time. I am told they defign giving 
away feveral employments before the par- 
liament fits, which will be the thirteenth 
inftant. I either do not like, or not under^ 
Hand this policy ; and if lord treafurer dpcs 
not mend foon, they muft give them juft 

before 
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before the feffions. But he is the greateft 
procraftinator in the world. 

3. A fine day this, and I walked a pretty 
•deal ; I ftufFt the fecretary's pockets with 
papers, which he muft read and fettle at 
Hampton-Courty where he went to-day, and 
ftays fbme tin>e. They have no lodgings 
for me there, fo I can't go ; for the town 
is fmall, chargeable and inconvenient. Lord 
treafurer had a very ill night laft night, with 
much pain in his knee and foot, but is eafier 

to-day. And fb I went to vifit Prior 

about fome bufinefs, and fo he was not 
within, and fo Sir Andrew Fountain made 
me dine to-day again with Mrs. Van^ and I 
•came home foon, remembering this muft go 
to-iiight, and that I had a letter of MD'^ 
to anfwer. * O Lord, where is it ? let me 
fee'; fo, fo, here it is. You grudge writing 
fo foon. Pox on that bill ; the woman 
would have me manage that money for her. 
I do not know what to do with it now I 
have it ; I am like the unprofitable fteward 
in die gofpel : / laid it up in a napkin ; there 
ibou haft what is thine own^ &c. Well, 
well, I know of your nfeW mayor. (FU 
tell you a pun ; a fifhmonger owed a man 
two crowns ; fo he fcnt him a piece of bad 
I 4 ling 
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ling r.nd a tench, and then laid he was 
paid : how is that now ? find it out ; for 
I won't tell it you : which of you finds 
it out ?) Well, but as I was faying, what 
care I for your mayor ? 1 fancy Ford may 
ttll Forbes rijiht about my returning to 
Ireland before ChriJimaSj or foon after. I'm 
forry you did not go on with your flory 
about Pray God you be John ; I never heard 
it in my life, and wonder what it can be. 

• Ah, Stelhij faith you leaned upon 

your Bible to think what to fay when you 
writ that. Yes, that ftory of the fccretary's 
making me an example is true; " never. 
heard it before;" why how could you hear, 
it ? is it pofiible to tell you the hundredth 
part of what pafTes in our companies here ? 
The fecrctary is as eafy v/ith mc as Mr. 
Addifon was. I have often thought what 
a fpluttcr Sir IVilliam temple makes about 
being fccretary of llatc ; I think Mr. 5/. 
^oh:i the greateft young man I ever knew ; 
wit, capacity, beauty, quickncfs of apprc- 
henfion, good learning, and an excellent 
tafte; the beft orator in the houfe of com- 
mons, admirable ccnvcrfjition, good nature, 
and good manners; generous, and adefpilcr 
of money. Kis only fiult is talking to his 

friends 
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friends in way of complaint of too great 
a load of bufinefs, which looks a little like 
affedlation : and he endeavours too much 
to mix the fine gentleman, and man of plea- 
fure, with the man of bufinefs. What truth 
and fincerity he may have I know not : he 
is now but thirty-two, and has been fecre- 
tary above a year. Is not all this extraor- 
dinary ? How he (lands with the queen and 
lord treafurer I have told you before. This 
is his charadler ; and I believe you will be 
diverted by knowing it. I writ to the arch- 
biihop of Dubliriy bifhop of Cloyne^ and of 
Cloghcr together, five weeks ago from Wind- 
for : I hope they had my letters ; pray know 

if Cloghcr ivad his. Fig for your Phyfi- 

cian and his advice, madam l.ingley ; if I 
grow worfe, I will ; otherwife I will trufi: 
to temperance and exercife : your fall of 
the leaf; what care I when the leaves fall ? 
I am forry to fee them fall with all my 
heart; but why fliorld 1 take phyfick bc- 
caufc leaves fall off Irom trCwS ? that won't 
hinder them from falling. If a man fills 
from a horfe, muft I take phyfick for that ? 

-= This arguing makes you mad ; but it 

is true right reafon, not to be diiprovcd. — 
I am glad at heart to hear poor iitcUa is bet- 
ter; 
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ter; ufe exercife and walk, fpend pattens 
and ipare potions^ wear out clogs and wafte 
claret. Have you found out my pun of the 
fishmonger ? Don*t read a word more till 
you have got it. And Sttlla is handfomc 
again, you fay ? and is fhe fat ? I have 
fent to Leigh the fct of Examiners ^ the 
firft thirteen were written by feveral hands^ 
ibme good, fome bad ; the next three and 
thirty were all by one hand, that makes 
forty-fix : * then that author, whoever he 
was, laid it down on purpofe to confound 
guefiers ; and the laft fix were writtea by a 

♦ Here the iolkot\ memory failed him a litde : he 
ibould have faid. The firfl: twelve were written by fe- 
Teral hands (for Swiff s Examiners commenced with 
No. 13), and the next thirty-two were by one hand, 
in all forty-four. Vid. his Letter to Stelia^ dated ^mm 
7, 17 1 1. If the reader has any doubt of this matter 
ftill remaining* let him confult the two laft paragraphs 
of the forty-fourth Examiner ; and for curiofity, if he 
pleafesy read the firft paragraph of the forty-fifth Num- 
ber» where he will find the Examimr intends to pro- 
ceed on a plan quite different from Swifts couife of 
politicks. However, in fix or eight weeks after Swift 
became filent, the Examimr was laid down, although 
revived again the December following, and continued 
to be a lively and fpirited paper for two or three 
months, the writers of it being fupplied with hints from 
Mr. fecretary Si. "John and Dr. Swifts But the mini- 
ftry having then obtained their ends in parliament, and 
the Peace being in great forwardnefs, they fufFered the 
Examiner to frnk again into obfcurity and dulnefs* 

woman. 
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woman. Then there is an account of Gutf^ 
card by the fame woman, but the fads fent 
by Prejlo. Then An Anfwer to the Letter 
to the lords about Greg by Prejlo ^ Prtor^t 
journey by Prejlo ; Vindication of the duke 
oi Marlborough entirely by the fame wo- 
man 5 Comment on Hare'^ fermon by the 
fame woman, only hints fent to the printer 
from Prejlo to give her. Then there's the 
Mifcellany, an apron for Stella^ a pound of 
chocolate without fugar for Stella^ a fine 
fnufF-rafp of ivory, given mc by Mrs. St. 
John for Dingley, and a large roll of to- 
bacco, which (he muft hide or cut fhorter 
out of modefty, and four pair of fpeflades 
for the Lord knows who. There's the 
cargOj I hope it will come fafc. Oh, Mrs* 
Majham and I are very well ; we write to 
one another, but it is upon buiinefs ; I be-* 
licvc I told you fo before : pray pardon my 
forgetfulnefs in thefe cafes; poor Pre^o 
can't help- it. MD fhall have the money 
as foon as TCtoke gets it. And fo I think I 
have anfwered all, and the paper is oift» 
smd now I have fetcht up my week, and 
will fend you another this day fortnight.— 
"Why, you rogues^ two crowns make tench^ 
ill-ling : you are fo dull you could never have 
fopnd it out. Farewcl, &c. (ffc. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

London, November 3, 171 1, 

JVl Y thirty-third lies now before me jufl: 
finiflied, and I am going to leal and lend it, 
fo let me know whether you would have 
me add any thing : I gave you my journal 
of this day; and it is now nine at night, 
and I am going to be bufy for an hour or 
two. 

4. I left a friend's houfe to-day where I 
was invited, juft when dinner was fetting 
on, and pretended I was engaged, becaule 
I faw fome fellows I did not know, and 
went to Sir Matthexo Dudley s^ where I had 
the fame inconvenience, but he would not 
let me go; otherwife I would have gone 
home, and fent for a flice of mutton and 
a pot of ale, rather than dine with perfons 
unknown, as bad for aught I know as your 
deans, parfons, and curates. Bad flabby 
weather to-day, — Now methinks I write at 
eafe, when I have no letter of MD's to 
anfwer. Cut I miflook, and have got the 
large p.iper. The queen is laid up with the 
gout at Ihv}:hto:i-Court y fljc is nov/ feldom 
without it any long time together ; I fear 

it 
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it will wear her out in a very few years, I 
plainly find I have left twitchings about my 
toes Cnce thefe miniftcrs arc fick and out 
of town, and that I don't dine with them. 
I would compound for a light eafy gout 

to be perfedlly well in my head. Pray 

walk when the froft comes, young ladies, 
go a froft-biting. It comes into my head^ 
that from the very time you firft went to 
Ireland I have been always plying you to 
walk and read. The young fellows here 
have begun a kind of fafliion to walk, and 
many of them have got fwinging ftrong 
fhoes on purpofe -, it has got as far as fe- 
veral young lords ; if it hold, it would be 
a very good thing. Lady Lucy and I are 
fallen out : flie rails at me, and I have left 
vifiting her. 

5. MD was very trouLlefome to me 
laft night in my fleep; I was adr?amed, 
mcthought, that Stella was here: I a/ked 
her after Dl::g!:yy and ihe faid, Ihe h?A left 
her in Trchndj bccr.ufe fne defigr.ci ]:cr fiay 

to be fl'.ort, and A'.ch ftuft. M^^nfitur 

Pontchartrch:^ t:;e fjcretiry of f^.citc i.d'i'ance^ 
and Monlieur FcritcK:!!:, t!-c Tecrctary cf the 
Royd Acadrr.y \\\^:t, (v.ho v.rit tliC Z?/.7- 
hgucs dcs 9i:y tSj Uz.) h-vc I'lrnt !:t-.er^ :o I .;rd 
7 Pe-r.-lr:':*^ 
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Penih-oke^ that the Academy have, with the 
kinged confent, chofen him one of their 
members, in the room of one who is lately 
dead. But the cautious gentleman has 
given me the letters to fliew my lord Dart^ 
mouth and ^r. St. John, our two fecreta- 
lies, and let them fee there is no trcafbn 
in them; which I will do on Wednefday^ 
when they come from Hampton-Court. The 
letters arc very h^adfome, and it is a great 
mark of honour and diftinftion to lord Pem-- 
hroke. I hear the two French minifters arc 
come over again about the Peace; but I 
have (tcti nobody of confequence to know 
the truth. I dined to-day with a lady of 
ir^ acquaintance who was fick, in her bed- 
chamber, upon three herrings and a chicken; 
the dinner was my befpeaking. We begin 
now to have chefnuts and Seville oranges ; 
have you the latter yet? 'Twas a terrible 
windy day^ and we had proceffions in carts 
of the Pope and the Devil, and the butchers 
rang their cleavers ; you know this is the 
fifth oi November, popery and gun-powder. 

6. Since I am ufed to this way of writing, 
I fancy I could hardly make out a long let-' 
tec to JkfD without it. I think I ought to 
allow for every line taken up by telling you' " 

where 
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x^here I dined; but that will not be atKiv^. 
ieven lines in all, half a linc^.to a dine^r; 
^ onr Ingoldjby h going oyer* and the^ ity. 
here, he is to be raiade a lprd,-T — ^Herc wato 
I flaying in niy room till tw^ this afternoori> 
for that puppy Sir vtf/wfr-«w Ffmniflin, "who 
vras to go with me into, the city, and iiewh 
came y and if I had not fhot a dinner flyunggij 
Vrith one Mr. Murray^ I might have faflnly/ 
or gone to an ale-houfe.-— < You never lidd' 
one word of goody AS'/^/'^^i%yQur letter ; biiti 
I fuppofe thefe Winter ttightSi\yc fliall hear 
xnore of her. — Does the Frwg/? laugh as 
much as he ufed to do? we reckon' him i 
liere a good-for-nothing fclbw. — \6x&ffiJ 
«o write to your dean one of thefe days> buit i 
I can never find time, nor whatto fay^. I'. 
yniXi think of fomething : but if DD * vi'ere^ ■ 
not in Ir eland f I believe ferioufly I fhouldci 
not think of the place twice a year. Nothmg ^, 

there ever makes the fubjed of talltfin any.. 

company where I am,^ . 
jj. I went to-day to the city on bufinefsj :: 

but flopt at a printer's and ilaid there; it' r. 

was a moft delicious day. I hear the par- 

liaooypnt is to be prorogued for a fortnight .. 

•'Ttefe twd initial letters incJudc both Stelk and: 

longer ^ 
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longer; I fuppofe, either becaufe the queen 
has the gout, or thr.t lord trcafurer is not 
well, or that they would do fomething more 
towards a Peace. I called at loid tre:\furer's 
at noon, and fat a while with Ic-d Huirley^ 
but his father was aflecp. A booki"v.^ller has 
reprinted or new- titled A Sermon of Tom 
Swift's printed laft year, and piibiiilics an 
advertifement calling it Dr. S^-ijy^ Sermon. 
Some friend of lord GaiiVi-y ha^, by his di- 
re<5lions, publifhed a four fliilling book 
about his conduit in Spain ; lo defend him ; 
I' have but jull fcen it. Eut what care 
you for books, except Frejlos Mijccllanics? 
Leigh promifed to call and fee me, but has 
not yet ; I hope he will take care of his 
cargo, and get your Chcjlcr box. A mur- 
rain take that box; everything is fpoiled 
that is in it. IIov/ does the Arong box do ? 
You fay nothing oi Raymond : is his wife 
brought to bed again ; or hov/ ? has he fi- 
niflied his houfc; paid his debts; and put 
out the reft of tlis money to ufe r I am 
glad to hear poor Jce is like to get his two 
hundred pounds. 1 fupro^^ Trini is now re- 
duced to Ilavcry again. I am glad of it; 
the people u'crc as great rafcals as the gen- 
tlemen. But [ muil go to bed, firruhs ; 

the 
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fche fecretary is ftill at Hampton-Court with 
tny papers, or is come only to-night. They 
plague me with attending them. 

8. I was with the fecretary this morning, 
and we dined with Prior^ and did bufineft 
this afternoon till about eight, and I muft 
alter and undo, and a clutter : I am glad 
the parliament is prorogued. I ftaid with 
Prior till eleven ; the fecretary left us at 
eight. Prior, I believe, will be one of thofe 
employed to make the Peace, when a Con^ 
£'efs is opened. Lord AJJ^burnham told to- 
day at the Coffee-houfey that lord HarUy was 
yefterday morning married to the duke of 
iVi?'K?f^/fs. daughter, the great heirefs, dnd 
it got about all the town. But I faw lord 
Harley yeftetday at noon in his night-gown, 
and he dined in the city with Prior and 
others ; fo it is not true : but I hope it will 
be fo ; fot I know, it has been privately 
managing this long time : the lady will not 
have half her father's eftate j for the duke 
left lord Pelbanis fon his heir ; the widow 
duchefs will not ftand to the will, and fl)e 
is now at law with Pelham. However, at 
worft, the girl will have about ten thoufand 
pounds a year, to fupport the honour : for 
lord treafurer will never fave a groat for 
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himfelf. Lord Harley is a very valuable 
young gentleman ; and they fay the girl is 
handlome, and has good fenfe^ but red 
hair. 

9. I dcfigned a jaunt into the city to- 
day to be merry, but was difappointed ; io 
one always is in this life ; and I could not 
fee lord Dartmouth to-day, with whom I 
had fome buiinefs. Buiinefs and pleafure 
both difappointed. You can go to your 
dean, and for want of him, goody Stoyte^ 
or JValls^ or Manley^ and meet every where 
with cards and claret. I dined privately 
with a friend on a herring and chicken^ 
and half a flafk of bad Florence. I begin 
to have fires now, when the mornings arc 
cold ; I have got fome loofe bricks at the 
back of my grate for good hufbandry. Fine 
weather. Patrick tells me, my caps are 
wearing out ; I know not how to get others. 
I want a neceflary woman ftrangely ; I am 

as helplefs as an elephant. 1 had three 

pacquets from the archbifhop of Dublin^ 
coft me four fhillings, all about Higgms, 
printed ftufF, and two long letters. His 
people forget to enclofe tfiem to Lewis ^ 
and they were only directed to Dodlor Swift^ 
without naming London or any thing elfe : 

I wonder 
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I wonder how they reached me, unlefs the 
poft-mafter direded them. I have read all 
the trafliy and am weary. 

ID. Why; if you muft have it out, 
fbmething is to be publiflied of great mo- 
ment, and three or four great people are 
to fee there are no miftakes in point of 
fadt : and 'tis fo troublefome to fend it 
among them, and get their corredtions, that 
I am weary as a dog. I dined to-day with 
the printer, and was there all the afternoon ; 
and it plagues me, and there's an end, and 
what would you have ? Lady Dupplin, lord 
trcafurer's daughter, is brought to bed of 
a fon. Lord treafurer has had an ugly 
return of his gravel. 'Tis good for us to 
live in gravel-pits, but not for gravel-pits 
to live in us : a man in this cafe fhould 
leave no ftone otiturned. Lord treafurer's 
£cknefs, the queen's gout, the forwarding 
the Peace, occafion putting off the parlia- 
ment a fortnight longer. My head has had 
no ill returns. I had good walking to-day 
in the city, and take all opportunities of it 
on purpofe for my health ; but I can't walk 
in the Park^ becaufe that is only for walk- 
ing fake, and lofes time, fo I mix it with 
fcufinefs : I vvifh MD walked half as much 
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as Prejio. If I was with you, I'd make yotr 
walk ', I would walk behind or before you, 
and you fhould have mafks on, and be tuckt 
up like any thing, and Stella is naturally a 
ftout walker, and carries herfelf firm, mc- 
thrnks I fee her ft rut, and ftep clever over a 
kennel ; and Dingley would do well enough, 
. if her petticoats were pinned up ; but {he h 
fo embroiled, and fo ftarful, and then Stella 
fcolds, and Dingley ftumbles, and is fb dag- 
gled. Have you got the whale-bone pet- 
ticoats amongft you yet ? I hate them ; a 
woman here may hide a moderate gallant 
under them. Pfhaw, what's all this Tm 
faying ? methinks I am talking to MD face 
to face. 

II. Did I tell you that oXdFrowdey the 
old fool, is felling his eftate at Pepper- 
hara, ^and is fculking about the town no 
body knows where ? and who do you think 
-manages all this for him, but that rogue 
Cbildy the double fquire of Farnham? I 
have put Mrs. Ma(}:am^ the ^.ueen's favou- 
rite, upon buying it ; but that is yet a great 
fecret ; and I have employed lady Ogletborp 
to enquire about it. I was with lady 0^/f- 
thorp to-day^ who is come to town for a 
week or two, and to-morrow I will fee ta 

hunt 
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hiHit out the old fool ; be is utterly ruined^ 
and at this prefcnt in fbmc blind alley with 
fotnc dirty wench. He has two fons that 
muA ftarvc, and he never gives them a far-^ 
thing. If Mrs. Ma/ham buys the land, I 
will defire her to get the queen to give fome 
pcnfion to the old fool, to keep him from 
abfolutely flarving. What do you meddle 
with other peoples aflFairs for ? fiiys Stel/a. 
O, but Mr. Majham and his wife are very 
urgent with me, fince I firft put them in 
the head of it. I dined with Sir Matthew 
Dudley y who, I doubt, will foon lofc his 
employment. 

12. Morning. I am going to hunt out 
old Frowde^ and to do fome bufinefs in the 
city. I have not yet called to Patrick to 
know whether it be fair. It has been paft 
dropping thefe two days. Rainy weather 
hurts my pate and my purfe. He tells me 
'tis very windy, and begins to look dark ; 
woe be to my (hillings : an old faying and a 
true ; Few fillings, many (hillings. If the 
4ay be dark, my purfe will be light. To 
jny enemies be this curfe ; A dark day and 
a light purfe. And fo Til rife, dnd go to 
«Dy fire, for Patrick tells me I have a fire ; 
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yet It is not (having day, nor is the weather 
cold ; this is too extravagant. What is be- 
came of Dilly ? I fuppofe you have him 
with you. Stella is juft now (hewing a 
white leg, and putting it into the flipper.— 
Prcfent my fervice to her, and tell her I 
am engaged to the deans and defire (he will 
come too ; or, Dingley, can't you write a 
note? This is Stellas morning dialogue^ 
no, morning fpeech I mean. — Morrow, 
firrahs, and let me rife as well as you ; but 
I promifc you tVa/ls can't dine with the dean 
to-day, for (he is to be at Mrs. Proiy'sjuA 
after dinner, and to go with Gracy Spender 
to the (hops to buy a yard of muflin, and a 
filver lace for an under petticoat. Morrow 
tgiin, firrahs. — At night. I dined with 
Stratford \n the city, but could not fini(h 
my affairs with him ; but now I have re- 
folved to buy five hundred pounds Stmtb'- 
Sea ftock, which will coft me three hun- 
dred and eighty ready money ; and I will 
make ufe of the bill of a hundred pounds 
you fent me, and transfer Mrs. Walls over 
to Hawkjhaw ; or, if fhc diflikes it, I will 
borrow a hundred pounds of the fccretary, 
and repay her. Three fliillings coach-hijre 

to- 
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to-day. I have fpoken to Frowde'% brother, 
to get me the loweft price of the cftate, to 
tell Mrs. Majham. 

13. I dined privately with a friend to-day 
in the neighbourhood. Laft Saturday night 
I came home, and the drab had juft wafhcd 
my room, and my bed-chamber was all wet, 
and I was forced to go to bed in my own 
defence, and no fire: I was fick on Sunday^ 
and now have got a fwinging cold. I fcolded 
like a dog at Patrickj although he was out 
with me : I deteft wafhing of rooms : can't 
they waih them in a morning, and make a 
fire, and leave open the windows ? I flept 
not a wink lafl night for hawking and fpit* 
ting : and now every body has colds. Here's 
a clutter: FU go to bed and fleep if I can. 

14. Lady Mountjoy fent to me two days 
ago, fo I dined with her to-day, and in the 
evening went to fee lord treafurer. I found 
Patrick had been juft there with a how d'ye, 
and my lord had returned anfwer, that he 
defired to fee me. Mrs. Majham was with 
him when I came ; and they are never di- 
flurbed : 'tis well (he is not very handfome : 
they fit alone together, fettling the nation. 
I fiit with lady Oxford, and ftopt Mrs. Ma- 

Jbam as (he came out, and told her what 
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progrcfs I had made, &c. and then weafe 
to lord treafurer ; he is, very well, enly ua- 
cafy at rifing or fitting, with fome rheunoiar 
tick pain in his thigh, and a foot weak* 
He fhewed me a fmall paper, fent by an; 
unknown hand to one Mr. Cook^ who fcnii 
it to my lord : it was written in plain larger 
letters, thus;. « 

^hoiugh G-- is knife did notfucceedi 

A F ns yet may do the Deed. 

And a little below; Burn this you Dog. My 
lord has frequently fiich letters as thefc i 
once he fhewed me one, which was a vi-- 
fion defcribing a certain man, his drefs, his 
fword, and his countenance, who was ta. 
murder my lord. And he told me, he faw 
a fellow in the chapel at Wind/or with a dreis 
very like it. They often fend him letters 
figned Your humble fervant, The Devils and 
fuch fluff. 1 fat with him till after ten^ 
and have bufinefs to do. 

15, The fecretary came yeflerday to town 
from Hampton-Court t fo I went to him early 
this niorning; but he went back laft night 
again : and coming home to-night I found 
g letter from him to tell me, that he wa§ 
mfl fomc from Hampton-Court, and jufl re- 
aming. 
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tumiBgi and will not be here tilt Saturday 
iiight. A pox. take him 3 he flops sdl my 
^ufinef^. rUr beg leave to come bdck whea 
I have got over this; and hope to fee MD 
in IreJand fooq after Chrifimas. — rm weary 
of aourts^ aad^ waof my jouriiies to Laracor i 
they did me more good than all the mini- 
jflriesr thefe twenty years^ I dined to-day ia 
the city, but did no bufineis as I defig^ed. 
Lady Mount joy t^lls me, that I>illy \& got ta 
Irelandy aod that the archbiiiiop of Dublin 
was th&cftufe of his returning fofoon. The 
parliamest was prorogued two days ago for 
a fbr'tnight, whkh, with the queen's abfencc, 
xaakes the town very dull, and empty. They 
tell me the duke of Ormond brings all the 
world away with him from Ireland. London 
has nothing fo bad in it in Winter ^ as your 
knot^ of ^/jf& folks ; but I go to no Coffee-^ 
htmfty and fo I £sldom fee them. This let- 
ter fliaU go on Saturday \ and then I am 
even with th^e world again. I have lent 
money, and eannot get it, and am forced to 
})OFr0W for fiiyfelf. 

r6., My maA made a blunder this morn* 
ing> and let up a viiiter^ when I had or- 
dered to (ee no body, fo I was forced to hurry 
^ lldog-dog ioftfument of mine into my 

bed- 
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t>ed-chamber, and keep him cooling hi9 

hcds there abore an hour. 1 am going 

cm fairly in the common forms of a great 
cold ; I believe it will lad me about ten days 
in all. — I (hottld have told you that in 
thofe two verfes fent to lord treafurcr, the 

G ^ ftands iovGuifcardi that is eafy; 

bat we differed about F n;^ I thought it 

was for Frenchman^ becaufe he hates them, 
and they him : and fo it would be. That 
although Guifcard's knife mifs*d its defign, 
the knife of a Frenchman might yet do it. 
My lord thinks it (lands for Felton^ the 
name of him that ftabbed the firft duke of 
Buckingham. — Sir Andrew Fountain and I 
dined with the Vans to-day, and my cold 
made me loiter all the evening. Stay, young 
women, don't you begin to owe me a let*^ 
ter ? jufl a month to-day (ince I had your 
N. 22. ril flay a week longer, and then 
I'll expcft like agog ; till then you may 
play at ombre, and fo forth, as you pleafe. 
The Wings are ftill crying down our Peace, 
but we will have it, I hope, in fpitc of 
them : the emperor comes now - with his 
two eggs a penny, and promifes wonders 
to continue the war 5 but it is too late ; only 
I hope the fear of it will ferve to fpur on the 

French 
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Trench to be eafy and fincerc. Night, fir- 
rahs ; ril go early to bed. 

17. Morning. This goes to-night j I will 
put it myfclf in the poft-ofBce. I had juft 
now a long letter from the archbifliop of 
Dublin^ giving mc an account of the ending 
your feffions, how it ended in a ftorm; 
which ftorm, by the time it arrives here, 
will be only half nature. I can't help it, I 
won*t hide. I often advifed the diflblution 
of that parliament, although I did not think 
the fcoandrels had fo much courage; but 
they have it only in the wrong, like a bully 
that will fight for a whore, and run away 
in an army. I believe, by feveral things the 
archbifliop fays, he is not very well either 
with the government or clergy. — See how 
luckily my paper ends with a fortnight. — 
God Almighty blefs and preferve dcareft 
little MD. — I fuppofe your lord-lieutenant 
is now fetting out for England. I wonder 
the bifliop of Clogber does not write to me ; 
or let me know of his flatues, and how he 
likes them : I will write to him again, as 
ibon as I have leifure. Farewel, deareft MD, 
and love Prejioy who loves MD infinitely 
above all earthly things, and who wilL — 
My fcrvicc to Mrs. Stoyte^ and Catherine. 

Vm 
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Tm fitting in my bed ; but will rife to fcal 
this. Morrow, dear rogues. Farewcl ^ain, 
deareft MD, &c. 

l, E T T E R XXXV. 

London, Nov. 17, 171 1. 

X PUT »y laft this evening in the poft-r 
©fficcr i dined with Dr. Cochburn. This 
being queen Elizabeth'^ birth-day, we have 
the D — and all to dx> among us. I juft 
heard of the ftir as; my letter was feak4 
this ^morning; and was fo croA I would no| 
open it to tell you. I have been vifiting 
lady Ogkthorp and lady Worjley ; the latter is 
lately cotae to town for the Winter, and 
with child, and what care you ? This ia 
queen Elizabeth's birth day, ufually kept kl 
this town by 'prentices, &c. but the Whig^ 
defigned a mighty proceflion^ by midnight^ 
aid had laid out a thoufand pounds to dite& 
up the Pope^ Devils Cardinals^ Sacheverell^ 
&c. and caivy them with torches about, and 
burn them. They did it by contribution* 
Garth gave five guineas. Dr. Garth I mean^ 
if ever you heard of him. But they were 
feized laft night, by order from the fecre- 
tary : you will have an account of it, for 

they 
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fhey twtwl it about the ftrcets already. Tii<jy 
had fome very fooli(h and mi(chievous de« 
figns ; and it was thought they would have 
put the rabble upon aflaulting my lord trea- 
furer*6 houie» and the fecretary's ^ and other 
violences. The Msliiia wzs raifed to prevent 
it, and now, I fuppofe, all will be quiet. 
The figures are now at the fecretary's office 
at White-ball. I defign to fee them if I can. 
18.1 was this morning with Mr. fecretary, 
who juft came from Hampton-Court He 
was telling me more particulars about this 
bu/inefs of burning the Pope. It coft a great 
deal of money, and had it gone on, would 
have coft three times as much: but the 
town is full of it, and half a dozen Grub^ 
Jlreet papers already. The fecretary and I 
dined at brigadier Brlttoris^ but I left them 
at fix, upon an appointment with fome fober 
corppany of men and ladies, to drink punch 
at Sir Andrenv Fountains. We were not 
very merry ; and I don't love rack punch, I 
love it better with brandy ; are you of my 
opinion? Why then; twelve-penny wea- 
ther ; firrahs, why don't you play at (huttle- 
coqk? I have thought of it a hundred 
times; izxih Prejlo will come over after 
Cbrijlmas^ and will play with Stella before 

the 
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tbc cold weather is gone. Do you read 
the SpeSiators? I never do; they never 
come in my way ; I go to no Coffee^boufes. 
They fay abundance of them are very 
pretty ; they are going to be printed in 
fhiall volumes; I'll bring them over with 
me. I fhall *be out of my hurry in a week, 
and if Leigh be not gone over, I will fend 
you by him what I am now finifhing. I 
don't know where Leigh is; I have not 
ieen him this good while, though he pro- 
mifed to call : I fhall fend to him. The 
qdeen comes to town on Thurfday for good 
and all. 

19. I was this morning at lord Dart- 
mouth's office, and fent out for him from 
the committee of council, about fome bu- 
iinefs. I was aflcing him more concerning 
this buftle about the figures in wax-work of 
the Pcpej and Devil, &c. He was not at 
leifure, or he would have feen them. I 
hear the owners are fo impudent, that they 
defign to replevin them by law. I am af^ 
fured that the figure of the Devil is made as 
like lord trcafurer as they could. Why ; I 
dined with a friend in St. James' s-Jireet. 
Lord treafurer, I am told, was abroad to* 
day ; I will know to-ijiorrow how he ^oc% 
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after it. The duke oi Marlborough is come, 
and was yefterday at Hampton-court with the 
queen; no, it was t'other day; no it was 
yefterday j for to-day I remember Mr, fc- 
cretary was going to f^e him^ when I was 
there, notat thedukeofilf^r/^^r^i^i&'s, but 
at the fecretary's; the duke is not fo fond 
of me. What care I ? I won feven (hillings 
to-night at picquet : I play twice a year or 
fo. 

20. I have been fo teazed with Whiggijb 
difcourfe by Mrs. Barton and lady Betty Ger- 
main^ never faw the like« They turn all 
this affair of the pope-burning into ridicule; 
and indeed they have made too great a clut- 
ter about it, if they had no real reafon to 
apprehend ibme tumults. I dined with lady 
Betty. I hear Priors commifGon is paffed 
to be ambaiiador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary for the Peace ; my lord privy-fcal, 
who you know is bi(hop of Brijioly is the 
other ; and lord Strafford^ already ambafla* 
dor at the Hague^ the third : I am forced to 
tell you ignorant fluts who is who. I wa$ 
punning fcurvily with Sir Andrew Fountain 
and lord Pembroke this evening; do you 
ever pun now ? Sometimes with the dean, 
Qi Tom Leigb. Prior puns very well. Od 

fo, 
t 



( H4 ) 

fo, I muft go fire his excellency, 'tis a noWel 
advancement : but they could jlo no lefs, af- 
ter fending him to France. • Lord Strcffori 
is as proud as hell^ and hosv he will bear 
one of Priors mean birth on an ^Ual cha^ 
radier widi him, I know not* And fo I go 
to my bufinefs, and bid you good flight. 

21. I W2S this morning bufy with my 
printer ; I gave him the fifth (heet, ^nd then 
I went and dined with him in the city, to 
correct fomething, and alter, Gfr. and I 
walked home in the dufk, and the ram 
overtook me: and I found a letter here 
from Mr. Lewis ; well, and fo I opened it ; 
and he fays, The Peace is part danger, &c. 
Well ; and fo thef e was another letter in-* 
clofed in his ; well; and (b I looked on the 
outfide of this t'other letter. Well; and 
fo who do you think this t'other letter ^was 
from ? Well ; and fo I'll tell you, it was 
from little JkfD, N. 23, 23, 23, 23. I 
tell you it is no more, 1 have told you fo 
before/*^ : but I juft looked again to fatisfy 
you. Hie, Ste/Ia, you write like an cm- 
pelor> a great deal together ; a very good 

♦ Nothing was ever more in Swi/t*s ftyle and maa« 
Der of converfation, than thefe repetitions and the 
words following. 
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hand^ and but four falfe fpellings in all. 
Shall I fend them to you ? I am glad you 
did not take my correction ill. Well; but 
I won't anfwer your letter now, firrah fancy 
boxes, no, no'; not yet 5 juft a month and 
three days from the laft, which is juft five 
weeks : you fee it comes juft when I begin 
to grumble. 

22. Morning, Tocke has juft brought mc 
Dingley's money. I will give you a note for 
it at the end of this letter. There was half 
a crown for entering the letter of attorney : 
but I fwore to ftop that. Til fpend yout 
money bravely here. Morrow, dear firrahs. 

At night. I dined to-day with Sir 

fbomas Hanmcr ; his wife, the duchefs of 
Grafton^ dined with us ; (he wears a great 
high head-drefs, fuch as was in fafliion fif- 
teen years ago, and looks like a mad-woman 
in it; yet ftie has great remains of beauty, 
i was this evening to fee ]ord Harley, and 
ttiought to have fat with lord treafurer ; tut 
he was taken up with the Dutcb envoy and 
fuch folks J and I would not ftay. One par- 
ticular in life here different from what I 
have in iDuiJin, is, that whenever I come 
home I expeifl to find fome letter for me, 
tnd feldom xiiifs ; and never any worth a 
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farthing, but often to vex mc. The queen' 
does not come to town till Saturday. Prior 
is not yet declared; but thefe minifters be- 
ing at Hampton-Gcurt I know nothing; 
and if 1 write news from common hands, 
it is always lies. You will think it afFedla- 
tion J but nothing has vexed me more for 
fome months paft, than people I never faw,. 
pretending to be acquainted with me, and 
yet fpcak ill of me too ; at leaft fome of 
them. An old crooked Scotch countefs, 
whom I nev^r heard of in my life, toW the 
duchefs of Hamilton t'other day, that I of- 
ten vifited her. People of worth never do 
that ; fo that a man only gets the fcandaL 
of having fcurvy acquaintance. Three la- 
dies were railing againft me fome time ago,, 
and faid they were very well acquainted 
with me i two of which I had never heard 
gf ; and the third had only feen twice where 
I happened to yifit. A man who has once 
feen me in a Coffee-houfe will afk me how t 
do, when he fees me talking at Court with 
a minifter of ftate ; who is fure to afk me, 
how I came acquainted with that fcoundreL 
But come, firrahs, this is all (luff to yoii, la 
ril fay no more on this fide the paper, but 
turn over. 

23, My 
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^3- ^y printer invited Mr. Lewis znA me 
to dine at a tavern to-day, which I have 
hot done five times fince I came to England i 
I neVer will call it Britain^ pray don't call 
it Britain. My week is not out^ and one 
fide of this paper is out, and I have a letter 
to anfwer of MD's into the bargain : muft 
I wTite on the third fide ? faith that will 
give you an ill habit. I faw LeigA laft 
night : he gives a terrible account of Sterne ; 
he reckons he is feduced by fome wenchcr ; 
he is over head and ears in debt, and has 
pawned feveral things. Leig& fays he goes 
on Monday next for Ireland y but believes 
Sterne will not go with him; Sterne has 
kept him thefe three months. Leigb has 
got the apron and things, and promifes to 
call for the box at Cbejier ; but 1 defpair of 
it. Good night, firrahs j I have been late 
abroad. 

24. I have finifhed my pamphlet to-dayy 
which has coft me fo much time and trou- 
ble ; it will be publilhed in three or four 
days, when the parliament begins fitting* 
I ftippofe the queen is come to town, h\i% 
know nothing, having been in the city fi- 
ni(hing and corredting with the printer. 
When 1 came home 1 found Mters on my 
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table as ufual, and one from your modief,* 
to tcll^ me, that you defire your writings 
and a pidlure (hould be fent to me, to be 
fent.over to you. I have juft anfwered Kef 
letter, and promifed to take care of them if 
they be fent to me. She is at Farnbam^ 
it is too late to fend them by Leigh \ befides, 
I will wait your orders, madam Stella. 1 
am going to finifli a letter to lord treafurcr 
about reforming our language j but firft I 
muft put an end to a ballad; and go you 
to your cards, firrahSj tbis is card feafon. 

25. I was early with the fecretary to-day, 
but he was gone to his devotions, and ta 
receive the facrament ^ feveral rakes did the 
fame; it was not for piety> but employ-^ 
ilients ; according to afl: of parliament. I 
dined with lady Mary Dudley ; and paft my 
time fince infipidly, only I was at Court aC 
noon,., and faw fifty acquaintance I had not 
met this long time : that is the advantage 
©f a Court, and I fancy I am better knowi^ 
than any man that goes there. Sir yoi^r 
Walters' quarrel with me has entertained 
the town ever fince ; and yet we never had 
a word, only he railed at me behind my 
back. The parliament is again to be pro* 
logaed for eight or nine days ; for the 

fyhigs 
6 
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Wbigs arc too flrong in the houfe of lords : 
other reafons are pretended, but that is the 
truth. The prorogation is not yet known, 
but will be to-morrow. 

26. Mr. JLewis and I dined with a friend 
of his, and unexpectedly there dined with 
us an Ifi/fj knight, one Sir John St. Leger, 
who follows the law here, but at a great 
diftance : he was fo pert, I was forced to 
take him down more than once. I faw to- 
day the Pope, and Devi/, and the other fi- 
gures of Cardinals, &c. fifteen in all, which 
have made fuch a noife. I have put an un- 
dcr-ftrapper upon writing a two-penny pam- 
phlet to give an account of the whole de- 
fign. My large pamphlet will be publifhcd 
to-morrow, <:opies are fcnt to the great men 
this night. Domville is come home from 
his travels ; I am vexed at it ; I have-not 
fccn him yet 5 I defign to prefent him to ail 
the great men. 

27. Domville came to me this morning, 
and we dined at Pontack's, and were all day 
together, till fix this evening ; he is perfectly 
as fine a gentleman as I know ; he fet me 
down at lord treafurer's, with whom I ftaid 
about an hour, till Monfieur Buys, the 
Dutch envoy, <:ame to him about bufinefs. 

L 3 My 
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My lord trcafurer is pretty well ; but flifT 
in tho hips with the remains of the rheu- 
matifm. I am to bring Domvillc to my lord 
Harley in a day or two. It was the dirtieft 
rainy day that ever I faw. The pamphlet * 
is publiflied ; lord treafurer had it by him 
on the table, and was afking me about the 
mottos in the title page ; he gave me one 
of them himfelf. 1 muft fend you the 
pamphlet if I can. 

28. Mrs. Van fent to me to dine with 
her to-day, becaufe fome Jadies of my ac- 
quaintance were to be there ; and there I 
dined. I was this morning to return Dom^ 
i)ille his vifit, and went to vifit Mrs. Ma- 
Jham, who was not within. I am turned 
out of my lodging by my landlady : it feems 
her hufband and fon are coming home ; but 
I have taken another lodging hard by, in 
Leiccftcr-Fields. I prefented Mr. Domville 
to Mr. Leivis and Mr. Prior this morning. 
Prior and I are called the two Sofias in a 
Whig news- paper. Softas^ can you read it ? 
The pamphlet begins to make a noife : I 
was afked by feveral whether I had (ttn it, 
and they advifed me to read it, for it was; 

• This pamphlet was The CotiduSi of tbe Allies. 

ibme- 
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Something very extraordinary. I fliall be 
fuipefted ; and it will have feveral paultry 
anfwers. It muft take its fate, as Savage 
faid of his fermon that he preached at Farn-- 
bam on Sir William Temples death. Domville 
faw Savage in Italy^ and fays he is a cox- 
comb, and half mad : he goes in red, and 
with yellow warftcoats, and was at cere- 
mony kneeling to the Pope on a Palm-Sun^ 
day^ whioh is much more than kiffing his 
toe; and I believe it will ruin him here 
when 'tis told. Til anfwer your letter in 
my new lodgings : I have hardly room ; I 
muft borrow from the other fide. 

29. New lodgings. My printer came 
this morning to tell me he muft immediately 
print a fecond edition, and lord treafurer 
made one or two fmall additions : they muft 
work day and night to have it out on Sa^ 
lurday ; they fold a thoufand in two days. 
Dor fociety met to-day, nine of us were 
prcfcnt, we dined at our brother Batburji's ; 
we made feveral regulations, and have chofen 
three new members, lord Orrery^ J^ck Hill^ 
who is Mrs. Majham's brother, he that 
lately mifcarried in the expedition to ^lebecy 
and one colonel Difney. We have taken a 
room in a houfe near St. James's to meet in. • 
L 4 I left 
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J left them early about correfting the pam- 
phlet, &c. and am now got home, &c. 

30. This morning I carried Domville to 
fee my lord Harhyy and I did fome bufinefs 
with lord treafurer, and have been all this 
afternoon with the printer, adding fome- 
thing to the fecond edition. 1 dined- with 
the printer j the pamphlet makes a world 
of noife, and will do a great deal of good : 
it tells abundance of moft important fads 
which were not at all known. Til anfwer 
your letter to-morrow morning ; pr fuppofe 
I anfwer it juft now, though it is pretty 
late. Come then — You fay you arc bufy with 
parliaments, &c. that's more than ever I will 
be when I come back; but you will have 
none thefe two years. Lord gantry, &c. * 

♦ Lord Santry was as violent a TVhig as Dick Tighe 
[Vid. Letter 59 in Do^eyh Colledion, dated Feb. 10, 
171 1], and Dr. Higgins^ who is in this place hinted 
at by the £5f<:. much luch another as Sachtvcrell; con* 
fequently my lord was an outrageous enemy and perfe- 
cutor of Higglns, However, jt happened one day that 
lord Santry was looking out of the great window at 
Lucases C'ffeC'hpufe when Higgins was paffing by ; How , 
do you do. Doctor ? faid my lord, in a fneering coa- 
temptuous manner. Very well, I thank you, little ma- 
fter, faid Higgins. Let me out, let me out to him, 
cried Santry in a rage, pretending to leap out of the 
window, which was not far from the ground. Aye, 
do, faid Higginsy let him out^ I'll foon pitch him in td 
you again. ... 
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jrcs, I have had enough on't. I am gla4 
Dilly is mended ; does not he thank me for 
/hewing him the Court and the great peo- 
ple's faces ? He had his glafs out at the 
queen and the reft. 'Tis right what Dilly 
fays ; I depend upon nothing from my 
friends -, but to go back as I came. Never 
fear Laracor^ 'twill mend with a Peace; 
or furely they'll give me the Dublin pariih. 
Stella is in the right ; the bi{hop ofOffory i$ 
the fillieft, beft-natured wretch breathing, 

of as little confequence as an egg-(helL 

Well, the fpelling I have mentioned before ; 
only the npxt time fay at leajl^ and not at 
lejli Pox on your Newbury : what can I do 
for him ? Ill give his cafe (I am glad it is 
not a woman's) to what members I know ; 
that's all I can do. Lord treafurer's lame* 
ncfs goes off daily. Pray God preferve poor 
good Mrs. Stcyte^ (he would be a great lofe 
to us all; pray give her my fervice, and 
tell her (he has my hpartieft prayers. I pity 
|>oor Mrs. Manley ; but I think the child is 
happy to die, confidering how little provi. 
fion it would have had. Poh, every pam- 
phlet abufes me, and for things that I never 
Writ. Joe ftiould have written me thanks 
/or liis two hundred pounds : I reckon he 
• ' got 
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got it by piy means ; and I muft: thank the 
^uke of Ormonde who I dare fwear will fay 
he did it on my account. Are they golden 
pippins, thofe fcven apples ? We have had 
much rain every day as well as you : 
7/. 1 7 J. %d. old blunderer, not \%Jh. I have 
reckoned it 18 times. Hawkp^aivs eight 
pounds is not reckoned ; and if it be fecure, 
it may lie where it is, unlefs they^ defire to 
pay it : fd Parvifol may let it drop till fur- 
ther orders ; for I have put Mr^. Wejley% 
money into the bank, and will pay her with 

Hawk/haws. ^I mean that Hawkjhaw^ 

money goes for an addition to MD, you 
know; but be good houfwives. Bernage 
never comes now to fee me ; he has no more 
to a{k ; but I hear he has been ill. — A pox 
on Mrs. South* s affair 5 I can do nothing in 
it, but by way of affifting any body elfc 
that folicits it, by droppmg a favourable 
word, if it comes in my way. Tell Walls 
I do no more for any body with my lord 
treafurer, efpecially a thing of this kind. 
Tell him I have fpent all my difcretion, 

and have no more to ufe. And fo I 

have anfwered your letter fully and plainly 

And fo I have got to the third fide of 

my paper, which is more than belongs to 

you. 
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you, young women. It goes to-morrow, To 
nobody's forrow. You are filly, not I ; Tixx 

^ poet, If I had but, &c. 1-Who's filly 

now? rogues and laiTes, tinderboxes and 

buzzards. O Lord, I am in a high vein of 

iillinefs ; methought I was fpeaking to deareft 

little MD face to face. There ; fo lads, 

enough for to-night ; to cards with the 

blackguards. Good night, my delight, &c. 

Dec. I. Pi(h, firrahs, put a date always 

qit the bottom pf the letter as well as the 

top, that I may know when you fend it ; 

your laft is of Nov. 3d, yet I had others at 

the fame time written a fortnight after. 

Whenever you would have any money, fend 

me word three weeks before, and in that 

time you will certainly have an anfwer, with 

a bill on Parvifol: pray do this; for my 

head is full, and it will eafe my memory. 

Why, I think I quoted to you fome of 

• 's letter, fo you may imagine how 

witty the reft vv^as; for it was all of a 
bunch, as goodman Peejley fays. Pray let 
W have no more Bujjin&fs^ but Bufynefs : 
the Deufe take me if I know how to fpell 
it, your wrong fpelling, madam Stella^ has 
put me out : it does not look right ; let 
inc fee, Bu/pnefs^ Bufynefs, Bufnefs, Bfynfs, 

Bfncfs, 
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Bjfne/s, Byfnefs ; faith, I know not which 
h right, I think the fecond ; I believe I 
never writ the word in my life before ; yes, 
fure I muft though ; Bufinefs^ Bu/ynefs^ Bi- 

fynefs. r-I have perplexed myfelf, and 

can't do it. Prithee afk Walls. Bufinefs^ 
I fancy that's right. Yes it is ; I looked 
in my own pamphlet, and found it twice in 
ten lines, to convince you that I never writ 
it before. Oh, now I fee it as plain as can 
be ; fo yours is only an s too much. The 
parliament will certainly meet on Friday 
next ; the Whigs will have a great ma- 
jority in the houfe of lords; no care is 
taken to prevent it ; there is too much neg- 
leift J they are warned of it, and that fig- 
nifies nothing : it was feared there would 
be fome peevifh addrefs from the lords 
againft a Peace. 'Tis faid about the town» 
that feveral of the ajlics begin now to be 
content that a Peace (hould be treated. 
This is all the news I have. The queen is 
pretty well ; and fo now I bid poor deareft 
MD farcwel till to-night, then I will talk 
with them again. 

The fifteen images that I faw were not 
worth forty pounds, fo I flretched a little 
when I faid a thoufand. The Grub-Jireet 

^ account 
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account of that tumult is publifhed. The 
Devil is not like lord trcafurer ; they were 
all in your odd antick mafks^ bought in 
common ihops. I fear Prior will not be 
one of the plenipotentiaries. 

J was looking over ibme of this letter, and 
find I make *many miftakes of leaving out 
words ; fo 'tis impoffible f o find my mean-^ 
ingf. unlefs you be conjurers. I will take 
more care for the future, and read over 
every day juft what I have written that 
day; which will take up no time to 
%eak of. 



M 
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LETTER XXXVi. 

London, December i, 1711. 

iVl Y kft was put in this evening. I in- 
tended to dine with Mn Majkam to-day, 
and called at Whites Chocolate-houfe to fee 
if he wjs there. Lord Wharton faw me at 
the door, and I faw him, but took no no- 
tice, and was going away ; but he came 
through the crowd, called after me, and 
aflced me how I did, Sfr. This was pretty ; 
and I believe he wi(hed every word he fpokc 
was a halter to hang me. Maf^am did not 
dine at home, fo I ate with a friend in the 
neighbourhood. The printer has not fent 
me the fecond edition ; I know not the 
reafbn, for it certainly came out to-day; 
perhaps they are glutted with it already. I 
found a letter from lord llarley on my table, 
to tell me that his father defires I would 
make two fmall alterations. I am going to 
be bufy, &c. 

2. Morning. See the blunder; I was 
making it the 37th day of the month from 
the number above. Well, but I am flay- 
ing here for old Frowde^ who appointed to 
call this morning : I am ready dreffed to go 

to 
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fo church ; I fuppofe he dare not ftir 6ot 
but on Sundays. The printer called early this 
morning, told me the fecond edition went 
off yefterday in five hours, and he muft 
have a third ready to-morrow, for they 
might have fold half another : his men are 
all at work with it, though it be Sunday. 
This old fool will not come, and I fhall mifa 
church. — Morrow, firrahs. — At night. I 
was at Court to-day ; the queen is well, and 
walked through part of the rooms. I dined 
with the ^cretary, and difpatched fbme bu- 
finels. He tells me, the Dutch envoy de- 
iigns to complain of that pamphlet. The 
noife it makes is extraordinary. "It is fit it 
(hould anfwer the pains 1 have been at about 
it. I fuppofe it will be printed in Ireland. 
Some lay it to Prior, others to Mr. fecre- 
tary St. Jo&n, but I am always the firft they 
lay every thing to. I'll go fleep, &c. 

3. 1 have ordered Patrick not to let any 
odd fellow come up to me ; and to-day a 
fellow would needs fpeak with me from Sir 
George Prettyman. I had never heard of 
him, and would not fee the meffenger i but 
at laft it proved that this Sir George has fold 
his eftate, and is a beggar. Smitbers, the 
Farnbam carrier, brought me this^ morning 
5 a letter 
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& letter from your mother, with three pa- 
pers inclofcd of lady Gtfi'ard's writing ; one 
owning fome exchequer bufinefs of looA 
to be Stellas ; another for i oo /. that flic 
has of yours, which I made over to you fof 
Marifion\ and a third for 300/. ; the laft is 
on ftampt paper. I think they had better 
lie in England in fome good hand till lady 
Giffard dies ; and I will think of fome fuch 
hand before I come over. I was aflcing 
Smitbers about all the people oi Farnbam. 
Mrs. }Vbite has left off dreffing, is troubled 
with lamenefs and fwelled legs, and feldom 
ftirs out ; but her old hang-dog hufcand 
as hearty as ever. I was this morning 
with lord treafurer about Ibmcthing he 
would have altered in the pamphlet; but 
it can't be till the fourth edition, which I 
believe will be foon ; for I dined with the 
printer, and he tells me they have fold off 
half the third. Mrs. Percival and her 
daughter have been in town thefe thre« 
week^, which I never heard till to-day; 
and Mrs. TVeJky is come to town too, to 
confult Dr. Radcliffe. The H^bigs are re- 
folved to bring that pamphlet into the houfe 
of lords to have it condemned, Jo I bear. 
But the printer will (land to it, and not 

own 
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town the author; he muft fay, he had it 
from the jienhy-poft. Some people talk as 
if the houfe of lords would do fome peevifh 
thing; for the Whigs are now a great majo- 
rity in it; our minifters are too negligent 
of fuch things : I have never dipt giving 
them warning ; fome of them are fenfiblc 
'of it; but lord treafurer ftands too much 
tipon his own legs. I fancy his good for- 
tune will bear him out in every thing ; but 
in reafon I fhould think this minidry to 
ftand Very unfteady : if they can carry a 
Peace, they may hold ; I believe not clfe. 

4. Mr. fecretary fent to me to-day to 
dine with him alone ; but we had two more 
with us> which hindered me doing fome 
bufinefs. I was this morning with young 
HarCourtj fecretary to our fociety, to take 
a room for our weekly meetings ; and the 
fellow afked us five guineas a week only to 
have leave to dine once a week ; was not 
that pretty ? fo we broke off with him, and 
arc to dine next Tburfday at Harcourfs (he 
is lord keeper's fon). They have fold off 
above half the third edition, and anfwers 
are coming out : the Dutch envoy refufed 
dining with Dr. Uavenantj becaufe he was 
fufpedted to write it : I have made feme aU 

Vol.- V. M ter- 
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terafions in every edition, and it has coft trie 
more trouble, for the tinie, fince the print- 
ing than before. 'Tis fent over to Ireland, 
and I fuppofe you will have it reprinted. 

5* They are now printing the fourth 
edition, which is reckoned very cxtraordi* 
nary, confidering 'tis a deir twelvepenny 
book, and not bought up in numbers by 
the party to give away, as the W6{gs do, 
but purely upon its own flrcngth. I have 
got an under fpur-leather to write an Exa-^ 
miner again, and the fecretary and I will 
now and then fend hints ; but we would 
have it a little upon the Grubftreet^ to be 
ia match for their writers. I dined with 
lord treafurer to-day at five; he dined by 
himfelf after his family, and drinks no cla- 
ret yet, for fear of his rheumatifm, of which 
he is almoft well. He was very pleafant, 
as he is always \ yet I fancied he was a 
little touched with the prefent pofttirc of 
.affairs. The eleftor of Hanover's minifter 
here has given in a violent memorial againft 
the Peace, and caufed it to be printed. The 
Whig lords arc doing their utmofl for a ma- 
jority againft Friday, and defign, if they 
can, to addrefs the queen againft the Peace. 
Lord Nottingham^ a famous 7i?rjf and fpeech- 

maker, 
4 
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tnaker, is gone over to the Whig fide : they 
%Oaft him daily, and lord Wharton fays,. It 
is Difmal (fo they call him from his looks) 
'will fave England at laft. Lord treafurer 
was hinting as if he wifhed a ballad was 
made on him, and I will get up one againft 
to-morrow. He gave me a fcurrilous 
printed paper of bad verfes on himfelf, 
under the name of the Englijh Catiline , and 
taade mc read them to the company. It 
was his birth-day, which he would not tell 
us, but lord Harley whifpered it to me. 

6. I w&s this morning making the bal- 
lad, two degrees above Grubftreet ; at noon 
I paid a vifit to Mrs. Majhamj and then went 
to dine with our fociety. Poor lord keeper 
dined below ftairs, I fuppofe on a bit of 
mutton. We chofe two members -, we were 
eleven met, the greateft meeting we ever 
had^ I am next week to introduce lord 
Orrery. The printer came before we parted, 
and brought the ballad, which made them 
laugh very heartily a dozen times. He is 
going to print the pamphlet in fmall, a fifth 
edition, to be taken oflf by friends and fent 
into the country. A fixpenny anfwer is 
come out, good for nothing, but gueflling 
tnc among others for the author. To-morrow 

Ma is 
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is the fatal day for the parliament meeting, 
and we are full of hopes and fears. We 
reckon we have a majority of ten on our 
fide in tke houf<5 of lords ; yet I obferved 
Mrs. Majham a little uneafy ; (lie aflures me 
. the queen is ftout. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough has not feen the queen for fome days 
paft ; Mrs. MaJJjam is glad of it, bccaufe (he ' 
fays, he tells a hundred lies to his friends of 
what (he fays to him : he is one day hum- 
ble, and the next on the high ropes. Thq 
duke of Ormonde they fay, will be in towa 
to-night by twelve. 

7. This being the day the parliament was 
to meet, and the great queftion to be deter- 
mined, I went with Dr. Freind to dine in 
the city, on purpofe to be out of the way, 
and we fent our printer to fee what was 
our fate ; but he gave us a moft melancholy 
account of things. The earl of Nottingham 
began, and fpoke againft a Peace, and dc- 
f-red that in their addrefs they might pat 
in a claufe to advife the queen not to make 
a peace without Spain ; which was debated, 
and carried by the Whigs by abolit fix voices : 
and this has happened entirely by my lord 
treafurer's negledt, who did not take timely 
care to n^ake up all his ftrehg^th, although 

every 
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every one of us gave him caution enough. 
Nottingham has certainly been bribed. The 
queftion is yet only carrie J in the committee 
of the whole houfe, and we hope when it 
is reported to the houfe to-morrow, we 
iball have a majority by fbme Scotch lords 
coming to town. However, it is a mighty 
blow and lofs of reputation to lord trea- 
furer, and may end in his ruin. I hear the 
thing only as the printer brought it, who 
was at the debate ; but how the miniftry 
take it, or what their hopes and fears are, I 
cannot tell until I fee them. I fliall be early 
with the fecretary to-morrow, and then I 
will tell you more, and fliall write a full 
account to the bifliop of Clogher to-mor- 
row, and to the archbiftiop of Dublin^ if I 
have time. I am horribly down at prefent. 
I long to know how lord treafurer bears 
this, and what remedy he has. The duke 
of Ormond came this day to town, and was 
there, 

8. I was early this morning with the fe- 
cretary, and talkt over this matter. He 
hoped, that when it was reported this day 
in the houfe of lords, they would difagree . 
with their committee, and fo the matter 
would go off, only with a little lofs of re- 
lyi 3 putation 
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pulatlon to lord trcafurcr. I dined with 
Dr. Cockburriy and after a Scotch member 
came in, and told us that the clau^ was 
carried againft the Cwrt in the houfe of 
lords almoft two to one; I went imme- 
diately to Mrs. Mapanty and meeting Dr. 
Jirbuthnott (the queen's favourite phyfici^o) 
we went together. She was juft come frona 
waiting at the queen's dinner, and going to 
her own. She had heard nothing of the 
thing being gone againft: us. It feems lord 
treafurer had been fo negligent, that he was 
with the queen while the queftion was put 
in the houfe : I immediately told Mrs. Ma^. 
Jhaniy that either fhe and lord treafurer had 
Joined with the queen to betray us, or that 
they two were betrayed by the queen : fhc 
proteft d folcmnly it was not the former, 
and I believed her ; but (he gave me fomc 
lights to fufpeft the queen is changed. For, 
yeftcrday when the queen was going fron;^ 
the houfe, where (he fat to he?ir the dc-« 
bate, the duke of Shrew/bury lord chamber* 
lain afked her, whether he or the great cham- 
berlain Lindfay ought to lead her out ; flie 
?inl\vered fliort. Neither of you, and gave 
her hand to the duke of Somerfet, who was 
louder than any in the houfe for the claufb 

fgainft 



( 167 ) 

flsgainft Peace. She gave ire one or two 
more inftances of this fort, which convince 
me that the queen is falfe, or at leaft very 
much wavering. Mr. MajJ^am begged us 
to ftay, becaufe lord treafurer would call, 
and we were refblved to fall on him about 
his negligence in fecuring a majority. He 
came, and appeared in .good humour as 
ufual, hut I thought his countenance was 
tnuch f aft down. I rallied him, and defined 
liim to give me his ftaff, which he did; 
J tojd him, If he would fecxire it me a 
"week, I would fet all right : he afked, 
JFIow ? I faid, I would immediately tura 
lord Marlborough^ his two daughters, the 
^uke and duchefsof 5(9;77^r/^/, and lord Choi-- 
^tiondely out of all their employments ; and I 
l>elieve he had not a friend but was of my 
opinion. ArbutJmott afked, How he came 
inot to iecure a majority ? He could anfwer 
riothing> but that he could not help it, if 
people would lie and forfwear. A poor an- 
fwer for a great minifter. There fell from 
him a fcripturc expreflion, that the hearts 
rf kings are unfearchable. I told him, It 
was what I feared, and was from him the 
word news he could tell me, I begged 
M 4 him 
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hTm to know what we had to truft to; he 
Auck a little j but at lafl: bid me not fear, 
for all would be well yet. We would 
fain have had him eat a bit where he was, 
but he would go hopie, it was paft fix: 
he made me go home with him. There 
we found his brother and Mr. fecretary. 
He made his fon* take a lift of all in the. 
houfe of commons who had places, and yet 
voted again ft the Court ^ in fuch a manner 
as if they fhould lofe their places : I doubt 
he is not able to compafs it. Lord kqcpet 
came in an hpur, and they were going upon 
bufinef^. So I left hiln, and returned to, 
Mrs. Majkami but (he had company with, 
her, and I \vould not ftay. — This is a long, 
jouroal, and of a day that may produce great 
alterations, and haza.rd the ruin of Engla'id. 
The Whigs, arc all in triumph ; they fore- 
told how all this would be, but we thought 
it boafting. Nay, they faid the parliament 
ftiould be diflblved before Chrijimasy and 
pahaps it may: this is all your d— — 4 
d.\xQ\it{^o{ Somerfet\ doings. I warijed them 
of it nine months ago, and a hundred times 
fince : the fecretary always dreaded it, I 
told lord treafurer,, I ihould have the ad- 
vantage 
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vantage of him ; for he would lofe his headt 
and I (hould only be hanged, and fo carry 
my body entire to the grave. 

9. I was this morning with Mr. fecre- 
tary ; we are both of opinion that the queen 
IS falfe. I told him what I heard, and he 
confirmed it by other circumftances. I then 
went to my friend Lewis, who ^had fent to 
fee me. He talks of nothing but retiring 
to his eftate in Wales. He gave me reafons 
to believe the whole matter is fettled be- 
tween the queen and the JVbigs ; he hears 
that lord Somers is to be treafurer, and be- 
lieves, that fooner than turn out the duchefs 
pf Somerfety fhe will diflblve the parliament, 
and get a Whiggijh one, which may be done 
by managing elections. Things are now 
in the crifis, and a day or two will deter- 
mine. I have defired him to engage lord 
treafurer, that as foon as he finds the change 
is refolved on, be will fend me abroad as 
queen's fecretary fomewhere or other, where 
I may remain till the new minifters recal 
me I and then I will be fick for five or fix 
months till the florm has fpent itfelf. I 
hope he will grant me this ; for I fhould 
hardly truft myfcif to the mercy of my enc- 
ipies while their anger is frefh. I dined to- 
day 
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day with the fecretary^ who affeds mirth^ 
and feerps to hope all will yet be well* 
I took him aiide after dinner> told him how 
I had ferved them, and had afked no re-<» 
ward^ but thought, I might afk fecurity; 
aod then dedred the fame thing of hin^ 
to fend me abroad before a change. Hq 
embraced me, and fwore he would take the 
fame c^re of me as himfelfj &c. but bi4 
me have courage, for that in two days my 
lord treafurer*s wifdom would appear grcatef 
than ever i that he fuffered all that ha4 
happened on purpoie, and h^d taken ipea^ 
fures to turn it to advantage. I faid, Goi 
fend it; but I do not believe a fyllablej 
and as far as I can judge, the game is loft* 
I fhall know more fbon, and my letters will 
at leaft be a good hiftory to fhew ypu 
the fleps of this change. 

lo. I was this morning with Lewis, "whq 
thinks they will let the parliament fit till 
they have given the money, and thendiflblve 
them in Spring, and break the miniflry. He 
fpoke to lord treafurer about what I defired 
him. My lord defired him with great ear- 
neftnefs to aiTure me, that all would b^ 
well, and that I ihould fear nothing. I 
dined in the city with a friend, This day 

thfi 
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the commons went to the queen with their 
addrefs, and all the lords who were for the 
Peace went with them, to (hew their zeal. 
I have now fome further convidlion that the 
queen is falfe, and it begins to be known. 

1 1* I went between two and three to fee 
Mrs. Ma/ham y while I was there (he went 
to her bed'rchamber to try a petticoat. Lord 
treafurer came in to fee her, and (eeing me 
in the outer room fell a rallying me ; fays 
he. You had better keep company with me^ 
than with fuch a fellow as Lewis, who has 
not th« (bul of a chicken, nor the heart of 
a mite. Then he went in to Mrs. Majham^ 
^d as he came back defired her leave to let 
me go home with him to dinner. He afked^ 
whether I was not, afraid to be feen with 
him ? I fdd, I never valued my lord trea-* 
furer in my life, and therefore (hould have 
always the fame efteem for. Mr. Harly and 
lord Oxford. He feemed to talk confidently, 
as if he reckoned that all this would turn to 
advantage. I could not forbear hinting^ that 
he was not fure of the queen; and that 
thofe fcoundrel, ftarving lords would never 
have dared to vote againft the Courts if Sth- 
merfet h^di not affured them, that it would 
pleafe the queen. He faid^ That was true, 
^ and 
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and Smerfet did To. I (laid till fix ; then 
dc BuySi the Dutsh envoy, came to him, 
and I left him. Pri^r was with us a while 
tSltr dinner. I fee him and all of them cafl: 
down ; though they make the heft of it. 

12. Ford is come to town ; I faw him 
kft night ; he is in no fear, but fanguine, 
although 1 have told him the flate of things^ 
This change fo refembles the laft, that I 
wonder they do not obfervc it. The fecrc- 
ttry fent for me yeftcrday to dine with him, 
hai I was abroad ; I hope he had fomething 
to fay to me. This is morning, and I write 
ki bed* I am going to the duke of Or^ 
mond^ whom I have not yet feen. Mor- 

pw, firrahs. At night. I was to fee 

|he duke of Ormond this morning : he afkcd 
pie two or three queftions after his civil 
way, and they related to Ireland: at lad I 
fold him^ that from the time I had feen 
bifO> I, neyer once thought of Irifi affairs. 
He whifpered me, that he h ped I had done 
fome good things here ; I faid, . If every 
liody elle bad done half as much, we (hould 
Bot be as we are : then we went afide, and 
talked over afEiirs. I told him how all 
things flood, and advifed him what was to 
\>e done. I then went and fyli an hour with 

the 
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the duchcfs ; then as long with lady Ogif^ 
thorps who is fo cunning a devil, that I be- 
lieve flie could yet find a remedy, if they 
would take her advice. I dined with a 
friend at court. 

13. I was this morning with the fccre- 
tary^ he will needs pretend to tallc as if 
things would be well ; Will you believe it, 
faid he, if you fee thefe people turned out ? 
I faid, Yes, if I faw the duke and duchefe 
of Somerfet out : he fwore, if they were not, 
he would give up his place. Our Society 
dined to-day at Sir William Wyndhani% \ wc 
were thirteen prefent. Lord Orrery^ and 
two other members were introduced ; I left 
them at feven. I forgot to tell you, that 
the printer told me yefterday, that Mor- 
fbew, the publiflier, was fent for by that 
lord chief juftice, who was a manager 
againft Sacbevercll: he ihewed him two or 
three papers and pamphlets ; among the 
reft mine of the Co^rduSi of the Allies^ threat- 
ened him, afked who was the author, and 
has bound him over to appear next term. 
He would not have the impudence to do 
this, if he did not forcfec what was coming 
at court. 

14. Lord 



14. Lord Shelburn was with me this morn- 
ing, to be informed of the ftate of affairs, 
and defired I would anfwer all his objec->' 
tions againft a Peace, which was ibon done, 
for he would not give me room to put in 
a word. He is a man of good fenfe enough ; 
but argues fo violently, that he will fome 
day or other put himfelf into a confump- 
tion. He deiires that he may not be denied 
when he comes to fee me, which I pro^ 
mifed, but will not perform. Leigh and 
Sterne fet out for Ireland on Monday fen- 
night: I fuppofe they will be with you 
long before this, I was to-night drink« 
ing very good wine in fcurvy company, at 
leaft fome of them ; I was drawn in, but 
will be more cautious for the , future : 'tis 
kte, ^c. 

15. Morning. They fay the Occafional 
hiU is brought to-day into the houfe of lords; 
but I know not. I will now put an end to 
my letter, and give it in to the pofl-houfe 
myfel£ This will be a memorable letter, 
and I (hall iigh to fee it fome years hence. 
Here are the firft fteps towards the ruin of 
an excellent miniftry ; for I look upon 
them as certainly ruined ; and God knows 
what may be the confequenccs.— — I now 

bid 
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bid my deareft MD farewel ; iot comply 
IS coming, and I ^muft be at lord Dart* 
mouth's office bjr noon. Farewel, deareft 
MD ; I wifli you a merry Cbriftmas ; I be- 
lieve you will have this about that time. 
Love Prefio^ who loves MD above all things 
a thoufand times. Farewel again^ deareft 
MA&c. 

LETTER XXXVIL 

London, Dec. 15, ijn. 

1 PUT in my letter this evening myfelf. 
I was to-day enquiring at the fecretary's of<< 
ficc of Mr. Leivis, how things went : I 
there met Prior, who told me, he gave all 
for gone, &c. and was of opinioh the whole 
miniftry would give up their places next 
week; Lewis thinks they will not till 
Springs when the fefTion is over $ both of 
them entirely defpair. I went to fee Mrs« 
Majham, who invited me to dinner; ,,but 
I was engaged to Lewis. At four I went to 
Majham's. He came and whifpered me, 
that he had it from a very good hand, that 
all would be well, and I found them both 
very chearful. The company was going to 
the Opera^ but deiired I would come and 

fup 
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(up with tbem. I did fo at ten, and lore) 
treafurer was there, and fat with us till paft 
twelve, and was more chearful than I hav^ 
fecn him thefe ten days. Mrs. Ma/ha99t 
told me, he was mightily caft down fom6 
days ago, and he could not indeed hide it 
from me. .Arbuthnott is in good hopes^ 
that the queen has not betrayed us; but 
only has been frightened, and flattered, &c. 
But I cannot yet be of his opinion, whether 
my reafons are better, or that my fears ard 
greater. I do refolve, if they give up, or 
ire turned out foon, to retire for fbmc 
months, and I have pitched upon the place 
already : but I will take methods for hear- 
ing from MD, and writing to them. But 
I would be out of the way upon the firit 
of the ferment ; for they lay all thipgs oil 
me, even fome I have never read. 

1 6. I took courage to-day, and went t# 
Court with a very chearful countenartcel It 
was mightily crowded ; both parties com- 
ing to obferve each other's faces, I avoided 
lord HaUifax's bow till he forced it on me i 
but we did not talk together. I could not 
make lefs than fourfcore bows, of which 
about twenty might bt to Whigs. The duke 
of Somerfet is gone to Petwortb^ and, I hear^ 
2 the 
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the duchefs too, of which I (hall be very 
glad. Prince Eugene^ who was expedled 
here fome days ago, we are now tv.ld, will 
not come at all. The Whigs defigned to 
have met him with forty thoufand horfe. 
Lord treafurer told me fome days ago of 
his difcourfe with the emperor's refident, 
that puppy Hoffmariy about piince Eugenes ^ 
coming ; by which I found my lord would 
hinder it, if he could i and we (hall be all 
glad if he does not come, and think it a 
good point gained. Sir Andrew Fountain^ 
Ford and I dined to-day with Mrs. Van, by 
invitation. 

17. I have miftaken the day of the 
month, and been forced to mend it thrice. 
I dined to-day with Mr. Mafmm and his 
lady, by invitation. Lord treafurer was to be 
there, but came not. It was to entertaia 
Buysy the Dutch envoy, who fpcaks Englijfj 
well enough : he was plaguy politick, telling 
a thoufand lies, of which none pafTed upon 
any of us. We are ftill in the condition of 
fufpenfe, arid, 1 think, have little hopes. 
The duchefs of Somerfet is not gone to Tct^ 
i^orth ; only the duke ; and that is a poor 
facrifice. I believe the queen certainly de- 
figns to change the miniftry; but perhaps 

Vol. V. N ' may 
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may put it ofF till the feflion is over : atid I 
think they had better give up now, if (he 
will not deal openly ; and then they need 
not- anfwer for the confequences of a Peace, 
when it is in other hands, and may yet be 
broken. They fay, my lord privy-feal fcts 
out for Holland this week : io the Peace 
goes on. 

1 8. It has rained hard from morning till 
night, and cod me three (hillings in coach^ 
hire. We have had abundance of wet wea- 
ther. I dined in the city, and was with 
the printer^ who has now a fifth edition of 
the Condudly &c. it is in fmall, and (old for 
fix-pence; they have printed as many as 
three editions, becauie they are to be (ent 
in numbers into the country by great men, 
&c. who fubfcribe for hundreds. It has^ 
been fent a fortnight ago to Ireland; I flip* 
pofe you will print it there. The Tory lords* 
and commons in parliament argue all from, 
it: and all agree, that never any thing of 
that kind was of (b great confequence,. or 
made fo many converts. By the time I have 
(ent this letter, I expe<ft to hear from little 
MD : it will be a month two days hence 
iince I had your laft, and I will allow ten 
days for accidents. I cannot get rid of the. 
I leavings 
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leavings of a cold I got a month ago ; or 
clfe it is a new one. I have been writing 
letters all this evening till I am weary, and 
I am fending out another little thing, which 
I hope to finish this week, and dcfign to 
fend to the printer in an unknown hand. 
There was printed a Grubftreet fpeech of 
\oxdi Nottingham ', and he was fuch an owl 
to complain of it in the houfe of lords, 
who have taken up the printer for it. I 
heard at Court j that Wclpole (a great Whig 
member) faid, that I and my whimfical 
club writ it at one of our meetings, and that 
I fhould pay for it. He will find he lies ; 
and I (hall let him know by a third hand my 
thoughts of him. He is to be fecretary of 
ftate, if the miniftry changes : but he has 
lately had a bribe proved againft him in par- 
liament, while he was fecretary at war. He 
is one of the Whigs chief fpeakers. 

19. Sad difmal weather. I went to the 
fecretary 's office, and Lews mddc me dine 
with him. I intended to have dined with 
lord treafurer. I have not feen the fecretary 
this week. Things do not mend at all. 
Lord Dartmouth defpairs, and is for giving 
up ; Lewis is of the fame mind ; but lord 
treafurer only fays, Poh, poh, all will be 
N z wcU. 
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well. I am come home e.irly to finifli 
fomcthing I am doing; but I find I want 
heart and humour; and would read any 
idle book that came in my way. I have 
jafl: fent away a penny paper to make a lit- 
tle mifchief. Patrick is gone to the burial 
of an IriJJj footman, who was Dr. King's 
fervant; he died of a confumption, a fit death 
for a poor ftarving wit's footman. The 
Irip^ fervants always cfub to bury a coun- 
tryman. 

20. I was with the fecretary this morn- 
ing, and for aught I can fee we (haU have 
a lunguifliing death : I can know nothing, 
nor themfclves neither. I dined, you know, 
with our Society, and that odious fecretary 
would make me prefident next week, fb I 
mud entertain them this day fennight at the 
^hatchcd-konfe Tavern^ where we dined to- 
day; it will coft me five or fix pounds; 
yet the fecretary fays, he will give me wine. 
1 found a letter when I came home from 
the bilhop of Clogher. 

2 r . This is the firfl: time I ever got a new 
cold before the old one was going : it came 
yeiierday, and appeared in all due forms, 
eyes and nofc running, &c, and is now very 
bad, and I cannof^tcll howl got it. Sir 

Jlndrcm 
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Andrew Fountain and I were invited to dine 
with Mrs. Van. — I was this morning with 
the duke of Ormond; and neither he nor I 
can think of any thing to comfort us in pre- 
fent affairs. We muft certainly fall, if the 
duchefs of Somerfet be not turned out ; and 
no body believes the queen will ever part 
with her. The duke and I were fettling 
when Mr. fecretary and I fliould dine with 
him, and h:: fixt upon Tuefday\ and when I 
came away I remembred it was Cbrljinias day. 

I was to fee lady , who is juft up after 

lying-in ; and the uglieft fight I have fcen, 
pale, dead, old and yellow, for want of her 
paint. She has turned my ftomach. But 
ihe will foon be painted, and a beauty again. 
22. I find myl'elf difordered with a pain 
^11 round the fmall of my back, which I im- 
puted to Champagne I had drunk j but find 
it to have been on]y my new cold. It was. 
a fine frofty day, and 1 refolved to walk into 
^hc city. I called at lord treafurer's at ele- 
ven, and Itaid fome time with him. He 
Aewed me a letter from a great preftyte- 
xian parfon* to him, complaining how their 

• This preftyterian teachc^ was Mr. Shouer. Vide 
l)is letter lo the lord high trcafurer Oxford, and my 
*16rd trcafurer's anfwer, in the CoUedtion of Lcttc;§ 
printed by Johrrjhn^ 1765^ N^- 6 andy 

N 3 friends 
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friends had betrayed them by paffing this 
Conformity Billy and he (hewed me the an- 
Aver he had written; which his friends 
would not let him fend; but was a very 
good one. He is very chearful ; but gives 
one no hopes, nor has any to give. I went 
into the city, and there I dined. 

23. Morning. As I was dreffing to go to 
church, a friend that was to fee me, ad- 
vifed me not to ftir out ; fo I fliall keep at 
home to-day, and only eat fbme broth, if 
I can get it. It is a terrible cold froft, and 
fnow fell yeftcrday, which ftill remains, 
look, there you may fee it from the pcnt- 
houfes. The lords made ycfterday two or 
three votes about Peace, and Hanover^ of 
a very angry kind, to vex the iiiiniftry, and 
they will meet fooner by a fortnight than 
the commons ; and they fay, are preparing 
fome knocking addreflcs. Morrow, firrahs. 
ril fit at home, and when I go to bed, I 
will tell you how I am. — I have fat at home 
all day, and eaten only a mefs of broth an4 
a roll. I have written a Prophecy^ which 
I defign to print ; I did it to-day, and 
fome other vcrfes. 

24. I weat into the city to-day in a coach^ 
anci dined there. My cdd is going. It is 

tiow 
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now bitter hard froft, and has been fo thefc 
three or four days. My Prophecy -f- is 
printed, and will be publifhed after Chriji-^ 
mas day i I like it mightily ; I don't know 
how it will pafs. You will never underftand 
it at your diftance, without help. 1 believe 
every body will guefs it to be mine, becaufe 
it is fbmewhat in the fame manner with that 
of Merlin in the Mi/cellanies. My lord privy- 
feal fct out this day iov Holland: he'll have 
a cold journey. I gave Patrick half a crown 
for his CbriJimas'boXj on condition he would 
be goody and he came home drunk ^t midr 
night. I have taken a memorandum of it ; 
becaufe I never deiign to give him a groat 
more. 'Tis cruel cold. 

25.1 wi(h dearefl MD z merry Chrijlmas, 
and many a one ; but mine is melancholy : 
I durft not go to church to-day, finding 
myfelf a little out of order, and it fnowing 
prodigioufly, and freezing. At noon I went 
to Mrs. Van^ who had this week engaged 
me to dine there to-day : and there I re« 
ceived the news, that poor Mrs. Long died 
at Lynn in Norfolk on Saturday laft, at four 
in the morning ; (he was iick but four 
hours. We fuppofe it was the afthma^ 

t The Windfir Prophecy. Vide his Works. 

N 4 which 



( i84 ) 

which fhe was fubjed to as well as the 
dropfy, as (he fent me word in her laft let- 
ter, written about five weeks ago ; but then 
faid flie was recovered. 1 never was more 
afflidted at any death. The poor creature 
had retired to Lynn two years ago, to live 
cheap,, and pay her debts. In her laft letter 
ihe told me fhe hoped to be eafy by Chrijl" 
mas \ and fhe kept her word, although fhc 

meant it otherwife. She had all forts of 
•t 

amiable qualities, and no ill ones, but the 
indifcretion of too much negle<aing her 
own affairs. She had two thoufand pounds 
left her by an old grandmotlier, with which 
ihe intended to pay her debts, and live on 
an annuity flie had of one hundred pounds 
a year, zudiNewburghoitfe, which would be 
about fixty pounds more. Th^t odious 
grandmother living fo long, forced her to 
retire ; for the two thoufand pounds was fet- 
tled on her after the old woman's death, yet 
her brute of a brother, Sir Jafncs Longy 
would not advance it for her ; elfe fhe might 
have paid her debts, and continued here, 
vino lived flill : I believe melancholy helped 
her on to her grave. I have ordered a pa- 
rngrai h to be put in the Poji-boy^ giving an 
account of her death, and making honour- 
able 
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able mention of her ; which is all I can do 
to ferve her memory : but one reafon was 
fpite ; for, her brotherrwould fain have her 
death a fecret, to fave the charge of bring- 
ing her up here to bury her, or going into 
mourning. Pardon all this, for the fake of 
a poor creature I had fo much friendship 
for. 

26. I went to Mr. fecretary this morning, 
and he would have me dine with him, I 
called at noon at Mrs. Ma/ham's, who de- 
fired me not to let the Prophecy be pub- 
lifhed, for fear of angering the queen about 
the duchefs of Somerfet -, fo I writ to the 
printer to flop them. They ,have been 
printed and given about, but not fold. I 
faw lord treafurer there, who had been two 
hours with the queen ; and Mrs. Majham is 
in hopes things will do well again. I went 
at night again, and fupped at Mr. MajhanC^^ 
and lord treafurer fat with us till one o'clock. 
So 'tis late, ^c. 

27. I entertained our Stciety at the 
Thatched' boufe Tavern to-day at dinner; but 
brother Bathurft fent for wine, the houfc 
affording none. The printer had not re- 
ceived my letter, and fo he brought us 
dozens apiece of the Prophecy ; but T or- 
dered 
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dered bim to part with no more. 'Tis an 
admirable good one, and people are mad for 
it. Tbc froft ftill continues violently cold. 
Mrs. Majham invited me to come to-nigbt 
and play at cards ; but our Society did not 
part till nine. But I fupped with Mrs. 
JlilU ber fiftcr, and there was Mrs. Majbam 
and lord trfeafurer, and we flayed till twelve. 
He is endeavouring to get a majority againft 
next Wednefday, when the houfe of lords is 
to meet, and the Whigs intend to make 
ibme violent addreifes againfl a Peace, if 
not prevented. God knows what will be- 
come of us. It is ftill prodigioufly cold ; 
but fo I told you already. We have eggs 
on the fpit, I wifh they may not be addle. 
When I came home to-night I found, for- 
iboth, a letter from A/£>, N. 24, 24, 24, 
24 ; there, do you know the number now ? 
and at the fame time one from "Joe^ full of 
thanks : let him know I have received it» 
and am glad of his fuccefs, but won*t put 
him to the charge of a letter. I had a let* 
ter fome time ago from Mr. Warburtm ♦, 
and I beg one of you will copy out what I 
ihall tell you, and fend it by fome oppor- 
tunity to Warburton. 'Tis as follows i The 

• The Dr/s curate at Laracor. 

Dr. 
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Dr. has received Mr. Warburtori% letter, and 
deiires he will let the Dr. know, where 
that accident he mentions is like foon to 
happen, and he will do what he can in it. 

And pray, madam, let them know, 

that I do this to fave myfelf the trouble, and 

them the expencc, of a letter. And I 

think this is enough for one that comes 
home at twelve from a lord trcafurer and 
Mrs* Majham. Oh, I could tell you ten 
thoufand things of our mad politicks, upon 
what fmall circumftances great affairs have 
turned. But I will go reft my bufy head. 

28. I was this morning with brother Ba^ 
thurji to fee the duke oiOrmond. We have 
given his grace fome hopes to be one of our 
Society. The fecretary and I and Bathurji 
are to dine with him on Sunday next. The 
duke is not in much hopes, but has been 
very bufy in endeavouring to bring over 
ibme lords againft next Wednejday. The 
duchefs catched me as I was going out ; (he 
is iadly in fear about things, and blames me 
for not mending them by my credit with 
lord treafurer ; and 1 blame her. She met 
me in the ftreet at noon, and engaged me to 
dine with her, which I did ; and we talked 
ilQ hour after dinner in her clofet. If we 

mifcarry 
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tnifcarry on Wednefdayy I believe it will be 
by fome flrange fort of neglect. They 
X talk of making eight new lords, by calling 
up fome peers eldeft fons ; but they delay 
ftrangely. I faw judge Coote to-day at the 
duke of Ormonds : he defines to come and 
fee me, to juftify his principles. 

29. Morning. This goes to-day. I will 
not anfwer yours, your 24th, till my next, 
which (hall begin to-night, as ufual. Lord 
Sbelburn has fent to invite me to dinner, 
but I am engaged with Lewis 2l\. Ned South- 
ijueirs. Lord Northampton and lord Aylejbu- 
rys fons are both made peers ; but wc fhall 
want more. I write this poft to your dean. 
I owe the archbifliop a letter this long time. 
All people that come from Ireland complain 
of him, and fcold me for protedting him. 
Pray, madam Dingley, let me know what 
Prejlo has received for this year, or whether 
any thing is due to him for laft : I cannot 
look over your former letters now. As for 
Dvig/ey's own account of her exchequer 
money, I will give it on t'other fide. Fare- 
wcl, my own deareft MD, and love Pre/io; 
and God ever blefs deareft MD, &c. &c. I 
wifli you many hanpy Cbrljlfjiaffcs and Neiv^ 
2\ars. 

I hav^ 
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I have owned to the dean a letter 1 ]u(t 
had from you ; but that I had not one this 
great while before. 

Dinghy s account. 
Received of Mr. Tooke^ - - 6176 
Deduced for entering^ the let- 1 ^ , 

ter of attorney, - - - 1 
For the three half crowns iti 

ufedtocoftyou,Idon't know>o 7 6 
why nor wherefore, - - J 
For exchange to /r^'A/W, - - o 10 o 
For coach- hire, ----026 



\ 



In all, juft 800 
So there's your money, and we are both 
even ; for Til pay you no more than that 
eight pounds Irijhy and pray be fatisfied. 
Churchwarden's accounts, boys. 
Saturday night. I have broke open my 
letter, and tore it into the bargain ; to let 
you know, that we are all fafe ; the queen 
has made no lefs than twelve lords to have 
a majority ; nine new ones, the other three 
peers fons ; and has turned out the duke of 
Somerfet. She is awaked at laft, and fo is 
lord treafurer : I want nothing now but to 
fee the duchefs out. But we fhall do with- 
out her. We are all extremely happy. Give 

me 
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me joy, ilrrahs. This is written in a Cof- 
fee-boufc. Three of the nevr lords are of 
our Society. 



I 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

London, Dec. 29, I7ii« 

PUT my letter in this evening, after 
coming from dinner at Ned Sauthweirsp 
where I drank very good Irijh vrine, and wc 
were in great joy at thjs happy turn of af- 
fairs. The queen has been at laft pcr- 
fuaded to her own intereft and fecurity, and 
I freely think flic muft have made both her- 
felf and kingdom very unhappy, if flie had 
done otherwife. It is ilill a mighty fecret 
that Mafbam is to be one of the new lords ; 
they fay he docs not yet know it himfelf ; 
but the queen is to furprifc' him with it. 
Mr. fccretary will be a lord at the end of 
the fcfiion ; but they want him flill in par« 
liamcnt. After all, it is a ftrangc unhappy 
neceffity of making fo many peers together; 
but the queen has drawn it upon herfelf, by 
her confounded trimming and moderation. 
Three, as I told you, are of our Society. 

30. I writ the dean and you a lie yefter- 
day ; for the duke of Somerfet is not yet 

turned. 
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turned out. 1 was to-day at Court, and rc- 
folved to be very civil to the Whigs ; but 
faw few there. When I was in the bed- 
chamber talking to lord Rocbejier, he went 
up to lady Burlington, who alked him, who 
I wasi and lady Sunderland and flie whif- 
pered about me : I defired lord Rocbejler to 
tell lady Sunderland, I doubted fhe was not 
as much in love with me as I was with 
her ; but he would not deliver my meflagc* 
TThc ducheis of Shrew/bury came running 
\xp to me, and clapt her fan up to hide us 
from the company, and we gave one an- 
other joy of this change ; but fighed, when 
Ave reflcdcd on the Samerfet family not being 
x)ut. Tlie fecretary and I, and brother Ba- 
tburjl, and lord Wind/or, dined with the 
duke of Ormond. Bathurjl and Windfor arc 
to be two of the new lords. I defired lord 
Radnor' % brother, at Court to-day, to let 
my lord know I would call on him at fix, 
which I did, and was arguing with him 
three hours to bring him over to us, and I 
ipoke fo clofely, that I believe he will be 
tradable ; but he is a fcoundrel, and though 
I faid I only talked for my love to him, I 
told a lie ; for I did not care if he were 
hanged: but every one gained over is of 

ijonf:- 
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Cdnfcqucnce. The duke of MarlboroUgb 
was at Court to-day, md no body hardly took 
notice of him. Majham's being a lord be- 
gin$ to take wind : nothing at Court can be 
kept a iecret. Wedhefday will be a great 
day : you (hall know* more. 

31. Our froft is broken fince yefterday, 
and it is very flabbery ; yetl walked to the 
city and dined, and ordered fome things 
with the printer. I have fettled Dr. King 
in the Gazette i it will be worth two hun- 
dred pounds a year to him. Our new lords 
patents are paflcd : I don't like the expe- 
dient, if we could have found any othef . 
I fee I have faid this before. I hear the 
duke of Marlborough is turned out of all 
his employments : I fliall know to-morrow, 
when I am 'to carry Dr. King to dine with 
the fecretary. — Thefc are flrong remedies; 
pray God the patient is able to bear them. 
The laft miniftry people are utterly delpe- 
rate. 

Jan. I. Nowl wifh my deareftlittlej/fcfZ7 
many happy New-years ; yes, both Dingley 
and Stella^ aye and Prtjto too, many happy 
new-years. 1 dined with tl e fecretary, and 
it is true that the duke of Marlborough is 
turned opt of alK Hie duke of Ormond 
7 has 
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nas got his vtpmtnioi Foot-guards, I kno\f 
not who has the reft. If the miniftry be 
not furc of a Peace, I (hall wonder at this 
ftep, and dp not approve it at bcft. The 
queen and lord trcafurer mortally hate the 
duke of Marlborough^ and to that he owes 
his fall^ more than to his other faults; 
unlefs he has been tampering too far with 
his party, of which \ have not heard any 
particulars 5 however it be, the world abroad 
will blame us. / I confefs my belief, that 
he has not one good quality in the world be- 
£des that of a general, and even that I have 
heard denied by feveral great ibldiers. But 
Vrc have had conftailt fuccefs in arms while 
lie commanded. Opinion is a mighty mat- 
ter in war, and I doubt but the French 
think it impoiUble to conquer an army that 
he leads, and our foldiers think the fame^ 
and how far even this ftep may encourage 
the French to play tricks with us, no man 
knows. I do not love to fee perfonal refent- 
ment mix with publick affairs. 

2. This being the day the lords meet, 
and the new peers to be introduced, I went 
to Wejiminfter to fee the fight; but the 
crowd was too great in the houfe. So I 
only went into the robing- room, to give my 
Vol. V. O four 
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four brothers joy, and Sir Thomas Man/eh 
and lord Wind/or 5 the other fix I am not 
acquainted with. It was apprehended the 
Whigs would have raifed fome difficulties, 
but nothing happened. I went to fee lady 
Majham at noon, and wifh her joy of her 
new honour, and a happy New^ycar. I 
found her very well pleaied ; for peerage 
will be fome fort of protection to her upon 
any turn of affairs. She engaged mc to 
come at night, and fiip with her afid lord 
treafurer ; I went at nine, and fhe was not 
at home, fo I would not flay. ■ ■ ■ N o, no, 
I won't anfwer your letter yet, young wo- 
men. I dined with a friend in the neigh- 
bourhood. I fee nothing here like Chrijh^ 
mas, except brawn or mince-pies in places 
where I dine, and giving away my half-- 
crowns like farthings to great mens porters! 
and butlers. Yefterday I paid feven good 
guineas to the fello\¥ at the tavern, where 
I treated the Society. I have a great mind 
to fend you the bill. I think I told you fome 
articles. I have not heard whether any 
thing was done in the houfe of lords after 
introducing the new ones. Ford has been 
fitting with me till peeafl: twecleve a 
clock. 

4 -3. This 
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3. This was our Society day, lord Dup-' 
plin was prefident; we chufe every week; 
the lafl prefident treats and chufes his fuc- 
ccflbr. I believe our dinner coft fifteen 
pounds befidcs wixxe. The fecretary grew 
bri^, and would not let me go, nor lord 
Lofifdo^ny who would fain have gone home 
to his lady, being newly married to lady 
Mary Tbynne. It was near one when wc 
parted; fo you muft think I can't write 
much to-night. The adjourning of the houfe 
of lords yefterday^ as the queen defired, was 
juft carried by the twelve new lords, and 
one more. Lord Radnor was not there ; I 
hope I have cured him. Did I tell you, 
that I have brought Dr. King in to be Ga^ 
zetteer? it will be worth above two hun- 
dred pounds a year to him : I believe 1 told 
you fo before, but I am forgetful. Go, get 
you gone to ombre, and claret, and toafied 
oranges. Til go flcep. 

4. I cannot get rid of the leavings of 
my cold. I was in the city to-day, and dined 
with my printer, and gave him a ballad made 
by feveral hands, I know not whom. I be- 
lieve lord treafurcr had a finger in it; I 
added three ftanzas; 1 fuppofe Dr. Arbutb- 
nott had the greateft (hare. I have been 

O 2 overfceing 
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overreeing fome other little prints, and i 
pamphlet made by one of my underftrappers. 
Somer/et is not out yet. I doubt not but 
you will have the Prophecy in Ireland^ al- 
though it is not publifhed here, only printed 
copies given to friends. Tell me, do you 
underftand it? No, faith, not without 
help. Tell me what you ftick at, and Til 
fexplain. Wc turned out a member of our 
Society yefterday for grofs negledt and non- 
attendance. I writ to him by order to give 
him notice of it. It is I'om. Harley^ fecrctary 
to the treaflirer, and coulin-german to lord 
treafurer. He is going to Hanover from the 
queen. I am to give the duke of Onwoni/ 
notice of his eledion as foon as I can fee 
him. 

^. I weht this morning with a parifhioner 
tjf mine, ohe NUttat^ who came over here 
for a legacy oi ohe hundred pounds, and a 
roguifli lawyer had refufed to pay him, and 
would not believe he was the man. I writ 
to the lawyer a fharp letter, that I had takcA 
Nuttal into my protedlion, and was refolved 
to fland by him ; and the next news was, 
that the lawyer defircd I would meet him, 
and atteft he was the man, which I did, and 
his money was paid upon the fpot. I then 

vifitcd 
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rifited lord treafurer, who is now right again, 
and all well, only that the Somerfet family i; 
not out yet. I hate that ; I don't like it, as 
the man faid by, &c: Then 1 went and vifitcd 
poor WilL Congreve^ who had a French felr 
low tampering with one of his eyes ; he is 
almoft blind of both. I dined with fome 
merchants in the city, but could not fee 
Stratford^ with whom I had bufinefs. Prejio^ 
leave off your impertinence, and anfwer our 
letter, layth MD. Yes, yes, one of thefc 
days, when I have nothing elfe to do. Oh, 
faith, this letter is a week written, and not 
.one fide done yet. — r— Thefe ugly fpots arp 
not tobacco, but this is the lafl gilt fheet I 
have of large paper, therefore hold your 
tongue. Nuttal was furprifed, when they 
gave him bits of paper inftead of money ; 
but I made Ben. Tooke put him in his geers : 
he could not reckon ten pounds, but was 
puzzled with the Irijh way. Ben. Tooke and 
my printer have deflred me to make theqi 
ftationers to the ordnance, of which lord 
Rivers is mafter inftead of the duke of Marh 
borough. It will be a hundrejl pounds a year 
a-piece to them, if I cai> get it. I wi}) 
^y to-morrow. 

P 3 6-1 



( i^S ) 

6. I went fhfs morning to tarl RruirSf 
gave him joy of his new employment, and 
defircd him to prefer my printer and book- 
feller to be ftationers to his office. He im- 
mediately granted it me ; but, like ian old 
courtier, told me it was wholly on my ac- 
count, but that he heard I had intended to 
engage Mr. fccfetary to fpeak to him, and 
delired I would engage him to do fo ; but 
that however he did it only for my fake. 
This is a court trick, to oblige as many as 
you can at once. I read prayers to poor 
Mrs. ffyiey (who is very much out cf[ or- 
der)- inftead of going to church ; and then 
I went to Courty which I found very full, 
in expedlation of feeing prince Eugene, who 
landed laft night, and lies at Leicejier-Haufii 
but he was not to fee the queen till fix this 
evening. I hope and believe he comes too 
late to do the Whigs any good. 1 refufcd 
dining with the fecretary, and was like to 
lofe my dinner, which was at a private ac- 
quaintance's. I went at fix to fee the prince 
at Court ', but he was gone in to the queen j 
and when he came out, Mr. fecretary, who 
introduced him^ walked fo near him, that 
iic quite fcreened him from me with his 
[> : cat periwig. TU tell you a good paflTage : 

As 
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As prince Eugene was going with Mr. fe- 
crctary to Court, he told the fecretary, that 
Hodman, the emperor's refident, faid to his 
highnefs, that it was not proper to go to 
Court without a long wig, and his was a 
tyed-up one ; Now, fays the prince, I knew 
not what to do; for I never had a long 
periwig in my life ; and I have fcnt to all 
my valets and footmen to fee whether any 
cf them have one, that I might borrow it ; 
but none of them has any. — Was not this 
fpoken very greatly with fome fort of con>- 
tempt ? But the fecretary faid. It was a thing 
of no -confequence, and only obferved by 
gentlemcn-uihcrs. I fupped with lord Ma^ 
Jhamf where lord treafurer and Mr. fecretary 
fupped with us ; the firft left us at twelve, 
but the reft did not part till two; yet I 
have written all this, becaufe it is fre/h : 
and now I'll go fleep, if I can ; that is, I 
believe I fhall, becaufe I have drank a little. 
7. I was this morning to give the duke 
of Ormond notice of the honour done him to 
make him one of our Society, and to invite 
him on Tburfday next to the T^hatched-houfe : 
he has accepted it with the gratitude and hu- 
mility fuch a preferment deferves ; but can- 
not come till the next meeting, becaufe 
O 4 prince 
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prince Eugene is to dine with him that day ^ 
whict) I allowed for a good cxcufe, and v/i\\ 
report accordingly. I dined with lord Ma- 
Jbam, and' fat there till eight this evening ; 
and came home, bccaufe I was not very 
well, but a little griped : but now I am well 
again, I will not go, at leaft but very fel- 
dom, to lord Ma/ham's fuppers. Lord trca- 
furer is generally there, and that tempts me; 
but late fitting up does not* agree with me ; 
there's the fhort and the long, and I won't 
do it ; fo take your anfwer, dear little young 
women ; and J have no more to fay to you 
to-night, bccaufe of the archbi(hop; for I 
. am going- to write a long letter to him; but 
not fo politickly as formerly : I won*t truft 
him, 

8. Well; then come, let us fee this let- 
ter ; if J muft anfwer »it, I muft. What-s 
here now ? \ cs faith, I lamented my birth- 
day * two days after, and that's all ; and 
you rhyme, madam Stel/a ; were thofe verfcsj 
piade upon my birth-day ? Faith, when I 
read them, I had them running in my head 
all the day, and faid them over a theufand 

♦ Dr. Sui/iy upon his birth-day, ufc4 always ^o 
rca(l the third chapter of Job. 

timc5| 
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{times; they drank your health in all their 

glaifes, and wifhed, &c. I could not get them 

put of my head. What; no, I believe it - 

was not ; what do I fay upon the eighth o£ 

December? Compare, and fee whethef I 

fay fo. I am glad of Mrs. StoyteB recovery, 

heartily glad : your Dolly Manley'^ and bi- 

fliop of Cloynes child I have no concern 

about : I am forry in a civil way, that's all. 

Yes, yes. Sir George St. George dead. .Go, 

cry, m^am Dingley ; I have written to the 

^ean. 'Raymond will be rich, for he has the 

building itch. I wifh all he has got may put 

liim out of debt. Poh, I have fires like 

lightening ; they coft me twclvepence . a 

xveek, befides fnaall-coal. I have got four 

. xiew caps, madam, very fine and convenient, 

IM^ith (Iriped cambrick, inftead of muflin ; fo 

Patrick need not meod theni, but. take the 

f)ld ones. Stella fnatched Dingley^ words 

IDut of her pen ; Prejio a cold ? vvhy al} the 

>vorld he^p is dead with them : I neyer ha4 

: ^any thing like it in my life ; 'tis not gone in 

^ five weeks. I hope Leigh is with you before 

, Ithis, and has brought your box : how do 

- Jfon lie the ivory rafp ? Stella is angry ; but 

\ JL'U have a finer thing for her. ^^ Is not the 

apron as gpod ? Tp fure } (hall never be 

paid 
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pM it : £o airs well again. What the quar-- 
Td with Sir JoAn Waiters? Why, we had 
not ojQie word of quarrel j only he railed at 
me when I was gone. And lord keeper and 
treaiurer teaeed me for a week ; it was nuts 
to them : a ^ious thing with a vengeance. 
The WAigs may fell their eftatea then» or 
lltng themfelves, as they are difpofed ; for 
m Ptace there will be. Lord treafurer told 
IB*, that Conoify was going to Hanover. Your 
piovoli: is a coxcomb. Stella is a good girl 
/or not being angry when I teli her of fpel- 
tmg ; I fee none wrong in this. God Al- 
^nighty be praifed that your diforders leiien^ 
it cxicreafcs my hopes mightily that they 
will go off. And have ycu been plag^^ 
with the fear of thc\)kgue ? Never mind 
(hefe reports ; I have heard them five hun- 
dred times. Replevi ? Replevin^ fimpleton, 
*tis Dingley I mean ; but it is a herd word, 
tmd fo ill excufe it. I ftated Dinglefs ac- 
counts in my laft. I forgot Catherine'^ fe- 
▼enpcnny dinner. I hope it was beef-fteaks ; 
ril call and eat them in Spring : but goody 
Stoyte muft give me coffee, or green tea, 
for i drink no bohea. Well, aye, the pamph 
let; but there are fome additions to th 
fourth edition : the fifth edition was of foi 

thoufan' 
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oufandy in a fmaller prints ibid for fix- 
mce. Yes, I had the twenty pound bill 
>m Parvifoli and what then ? Pray now 
t the Laracor apples ; I beg you not to 
^ them, but tell me what they are. You 
ive had ^ookes bill m my laft. And £> 
rere now» your whole letter is anfweivd. 
tdl you what I do 3 I lay your letter be-' 
re me, and take it in order, and ainfwer 
hat is neceflary ; and fo, and f(^ Wells 
hen I exp&fted we were all undone, I de- 
nned to retire for fix months, and then 
12I over to Laracor \ and I had in my 
Duth a thoufand times two lines of Sbake^ 
tar, where cardinal fTo^ey fays ; 

' A weak old man battered with ftorms of 

ftatc, 
^ Is come to lay his weary bones among 

you." 

>cg your pardon, i liave cheated you dl 
is margin ^ I did not perceive it ; and I 
:nt on wider and wider like Stelh ; auk- 
ird fluts, Jhe writes /o Jo, there: * that's as 
:e as two eggs a penny. — A weak old man, 
>w am I faying it, and (hall till to-ifaor- 

* T\ith words in the manufcript imitate SuUa*% 
writing, and are Hoped the wrong way. 

row.— j 
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row:— —The duke of Marlborough \ 
There is nothing he now defires fo muc 
to :cQntrive fomc way how to foften 
Swift. He is miftaken; for thofe th 
that have been hardefl againfl; him i 
not written by me. Mr, fccretary told 
this from a friend of the duke's ; and 
ftire now he is down, I ftiall not trai 
on him ; although I love him not, X di 
his being o^.-^-^Bernage was to fee me 
morning, and gave fome very in^ifferenl 
• cufes for not calling here fo long. I 
' jnot two-pence. Prince Eugene did not 
with the duke of Marlborough oij Sun 
but was Jaft night at lady Betty Germ 
afTemblee, and a vafl number of ladie 
fee him. Mr. Lewis and I dined wit 
private friend. I was this moping t( 
the duke of Ormond, who appointed m 
meet him at the Cockpit at one, but n 
came. I fat too fome time with the duel 
We don't like things very well yet. I 
, come home early, and going to be t 
ril go write. 

9. I could not go fleep laft night till 
two, and was waked tefore three by a r 
of people endeavouring to break open 
window ; for a while I would not ftir, thi 
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ing it might be my imagination ; but hear^ 

ing the noife continued, I rife and went to. 

the window, and then it ceafcd : I went to 

bed again, and heard it repeated more vio-^ 

kntly 5 then I rife, and called up the houfe, 

and got a candle ; the rogues had lifted up 

the ^(h a yard ; there are great fheds before 

my windows, although my lodgings be a 

/lory high ; and if they get upon the /heds, 

they arc almoft even with my window. Wc 

obferved their track, and panes of glafs fre(h 

broken. The watchmen told us to-day, they. 

Xaw them, but could not catch them : they 

s^ttacked others in the neighbourhood, about 

^lie fame time, and actually robbed a houfe 

im:i Suffolk^Street^ which is the next ftreet but 

^^nc to us. It is faid, they are fcamen dif- 

^^liarged from fervice. I went up to call my 

^"inan, and found his bed empty ; it feems he 

often lies abroad. 1 challenged him this 

Kiaorning as one of the robbers. He is a fad 

€iog ; and the minute I come to Ireland I 

^X^ill difcard him. I have this day got double 

iron bars to eveiy window in my dining-. 

room and bed-chamber ; and I hide my 

purfe in my thread flocking between the 

bed*s head and the wainfcot. Le'wis and I 

dined with an old Scotch friend, who brought 

the 
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the dake of Douglas^ and three or four more 
Scots upon us. 

10. This was our Society day you know> 
but the duke of Ormond could not be with 
uSt bedaufe he dined with prince Eugene. 
It coft me a guinea contribution to a poet^ 
who had made a copy of verfes upon monkies> 
applying the ftory to the duke of Marlbo^ 
rougJb; the reft gave two guineas^ except 
the two phyficiansy who followed my ex- 
ample. I don't like this cuftom ; the next 
time I will give nothing. I fat this even- 
ing at lord Majbam's with lord treafurer : I 
don't like his countenance ; nor I doa't like 
the pofture of things well. We cannot be 
fioutt Till Somerjefs out ; as the old faying 
is. 

11. Mr. Lewis and I dined with the 
chancellor of the exchequer, who cats the 
moft elegantly of any man I know in town : 
I walkt luftily in the Pari by moon-fhine 
till eight, to (hake off my dinner and wine ; 
and then went to fiip at Mr. Domvil/es with 
Fordp and ftaid till twelve. It is told mc= 
to-day as a great fecret, diat the duke of So^ 
merfet will be out foon ; that the thing is^ 
fixt ; but what fhall we do ^ith the ducheis ^ 
They fay, the duke will make her leave the 
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queen out of fpight, if he be out. It has 
ftuck upon that Fear a good while already* 
Well, but Lewis gave me a letter from MD, 
N.2^. O Lord, I did not expedt one thit 
fortnight, faith. You are mighty good, that's 
certain ; but I won't anfwer it, becaufc this 
goes to-morrow, only what you fay of the 
printer being taken up ; I value it not ; alFs 
fefe there ; nor do I fear any thing, uiilefs 
the miniftry be changed ; I hope that danger 
is over. However, I fliall be in Ireland be- 
fore fiich a change ; which could not be, I 
think, till the end of the fcffioij, if the 
Wbigs deligns had gone on. Have not you 
an apron by Leigh ^ madam Stella ? have you 
all I mentioned in a former letter ? 

1 2. Morning. This goes to-day as ufuai* 
I think of going into the city ; but of that 
at night. 'Tis fine moderate weather thefe 
two or three days laft. Farewel, Gfr. Gfr. 
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. LETTER XXXIX. 

London^ Jan. iz, 171I-12; 

W H E N I fealed up my letter this morn-^ 
ing> I looki upon myfelf to be not worth a 
groat in the world. Lad nighty after Mr. 
Ford and I left Domvii/e, Ford defired me 
to go with him for a minute upon earneft 
bufinefsy and then told me that both he and 
I were ruined : for he had trufted Stratford 
with five hundred pounds for tickets for the 
lottery, and he had been with Stratford^ 
who confefied he had loft fifteen thoufand 
pounds by Sir Stephen Evans, who broke 
laft week ; that he concluded Stratford muft 
break too ; that he could not get his tick- 
ets,, but Stratford made him feveral excuies^ 
which feemcd very blind ones, &c. And 
Stratford had near four hundred pounds of 
mine, to buy me five hundred pounds iii 
the Soutb-Sea company. I came home re- 
fleding a little ; nothing concerned me but 
MD. I called all my philofophy and reli- 
gion up ; and, I thank God, it did not kecpr 
me awake beyond my ufual time above a 
quarter of an hour. This morning I fent 
for TCooke^ whom I had employed to buy 

the 
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the ftock of Stratford^ and fettle things 
with him. He told me, I was fecure ; foir 
Stratford had transferred it to me in form in 
the Soutb-Sea hoiife, and he had accepted it 
for me, and all was done on ftampt parch- 
ment* However, he would be further in- 
formed; and, at night, fdnt me a note to 
confirm me. However, I am not yet fecure j 
and> beficies, am in pain for JFord^ whom I 
firft brought acquainted with Stratfopd. 1 
dined in the city. 

13. Domville and I dined with Ford to- 
day by appointment : the lord Manfel told 
me at court to-day, that I was engaged to 
him : but Stratford had promifed Ford to 
meet him and me to-night at Ford's lodg- 
ings. He did fo ; faid he had hopes to fave 
himfelf in his affair with Evans. Ford 
afkcd him for his tickets : he faid he would 
fend them to^-morrow ; but looking in his 
pocket-book, faid he believed he had fome 
of them about him, and gave him as many 
as came to two hundred pounds, which re- 
joiced us much ; befides, he talked fo frank- 
ly, that we think there is no danger. I 
afked him. Was there any more to be fettled 
between us in my affair ? he faid, No ; and 
anfwered my queftions jiifl as Tooke had 

Vol. V. P got 
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got tiicm from others ; fo I hope I am laf 
This has been a fcurvy affair. I bdici 
Stella would have half laughed at me, to fi 
a fufpidous fellow, like me, over-rcachci 
I faw prince Eugene to-day at Court : I dor 
think him an ugly faced felldVv, but *w* 
ehoiighi and a good fhape. 

14. The parliament was to fit to-daj 
arid met ; but were adjourned by the queen 
iairei^ions till Hhuffday. She defigns 1 
make fome important fpeech then. 81: 
pretended illnefs : but I believe they wei 
not ready, and they expeft fome oppofitiot 
and the Scotch lords are angry, and muft I: 
pacified. I was this morning to invite th 
duke oiOrmond to our Society on ^Tburfdit^ 
where he is then to be introduced. He h\ 
appointed me at twelve to-morrow aboi 
fome bufinefs : I would fain have his hd 
to impeach a certain lord ; but I doubt vi 
fhall make nothing of it. I intended to hav 
dined withJord treafurer, but I was told h 
would be bufy ; fo I dined with Mrs. Van 
and at night I fat with lord Majham till one 
Lord treafurer was there, and chid me fb 
not dining with him : he was in very gooi 
humour: I brought home two flafks C 
Burgundy in my chair: I wifli MD hai 

then 
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fchehik You fee it is very late j fo Til go tg 
bed, and bid MD good night. 

15. This morning I prefented my printer 
s»d bookfeller to lord Rivers, to be fta- 
iKioners to the Ordnance ; Stationers, that's 
*hc word j I did not write it plain at firft. 
JL believe it will be worth three hundred 
jpounds a year between them. This is the 
chird employment 1 have got for them. 
^ii)er5 told them, the Dodlor commanded 
ihim^ and he durft not refufe it. I would 
laave dined with lord treafurer to-day again, 
but lord M^/{/^/ would not let me, and forced 
xrue home with him. I was very deep with 
x\\c duke of Ormond to-^day at the Cockpit, 
^;vbere we met to be private ; but I doubt I 
crannot do the mifchief I intended. My 
fVicnd Fenn came there. Will. Penn the 
quaker, aiC the head of his brethren, to 
thank the duke for his kindnefs to their 
}^eo^^ m Ireland. To fee a dozen fcoun- 
drds with their hats on, and the duke com- 
plimenting with his off, was a good fight 
enough. I fat this evening with Sir William 
f^^r^fon, who has mighty often invited me 
to a bottle of wine : and it is paft twelve. 

16. This being Fajl-day^ Dr. Freind and 
I yrcnt into the city to dine late, like good 

P 2 ^ faftc/s. 
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failers. My printer and bookfeller want 
me to hook in another employment for them 
in the Tower^ becauie it was enjoyed before 
by a ftationer, although it be to ferve the 
Ordnance with oil, tallow, &c. and is Worth 
four hundred pounds per annum more : I 
will try what 1 can do. They are refblved 
to aflc feveral other employments of the 
fimc nature to other offices ; and I will then 
grei^fe fat fows, and fee whether it be pof- 
fible to fatisfy them. Why am not I a fta- 
tiorter ? The parliament fits to-morrow, 
and Walpool^ late fecretary at war, is to be 
fwinged for bribery, and the queen is to 
communicate fomething of great importance 
to the two houfes, at leaft they fay fo. But 
I mufl think of anfwering your letter in a 
day or two*. 

17. 1 went this morning, to the duke of 
Ormond about fome bufinefs; and he told 
me he could not dine with us to-day, being 
to dine with prince Eugene. Thofe of our 
Society of the houfe of commons could not 
be with us, the houfe fitting late oxiWalpozL 
1 Iclt them at nine, and they were not come. 
We k;pt Ibme dinner for them. I hope 
Wa/povl will be fent to the Tower^ and ex- 
pelled the lioufc : but, this afternoon the 
;- mcmbcis 
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members I fpoke with in the court of rc- 
quefls talked dubioufly of it. It will be a 
leading card to maul the duke of Marlborough 
for the fame crime, or at leaft to ceiifurc 
him. The queen's meflage was only to give 
them notice of the Peace (he is treating, 
and to defire they will make fome law to 
prevent libels againft the government; io 
farewel to Grub-Jireet. 

18. I heard to-day that the commoners of 
our Society did not leave the parliament till 
eleven at night, then went to thofe I left, 
and ftay'd till three in the morning. Wal- 
pool is expelled, and fent to the Tower. I 
was this morning again with lord Rivers, 
and have made him give the other employ- 
ment to my printer and bookfellcr ; 'tis 
worth a great deal. I dined with my friend 
Lewis privately, to talk over affairs. We 
want to have this duke of Somerfet out, and 
he apprehends it will not be ; but I hope 
better. They are going now at laft to change 
the eommiflioners of the cuftoms : my friend 
Sir Matthew Dudley will be out, and three 
more, and Prior will be in. I have made 
Ford copy out a fmall pamphlet, and fend 
it to the prefe, that I might not be known 
fox author i 'tis A Letter to the OftoberC///^, 

P 3 if 
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if ever you heard of fuch a thing.^-*— rMo^ 
fhinks this letter goes on but ^owly fbt 
sdmoft a week } I want fome little coiivcr- 
fetion with AjD, and to know what they 
are doing juft now. I am lick of politicks. 
I have not dined with lord treafurcr thcfe 
three weeks; he qhides me, but I don*t 
pare; I don't. 

19. I dined to-day with lord treafureri 
this is his day of choice company j where 
they.fometimes admit me, but pretend tp 
grumble. And to-day they met on fome 
extraordinary bufinefs ; the keeper, fteward, 
both fecretaries, lord Rivers^ and lord jfn^ 
"glefey ; I left them at feven, and came away, 
and have been writing to the biihop o^ 
Clogher. I forgot to know where to dire^ 
to him lince Sir George St. George's death ; 
but I have diredled to the fame houfc : you 
muft . tell me better ; for the letter is fent 
by the bell- man. Don't write to me again 
till this is gone, I charge you ; for I won'f 
anfvver two letters together. The duke of 
Somerfet is out, and was with his yellow K* 
veries at parliament to-day. You know h 
had the fame with the queen, when he wj 
rnafler of the horfe: we hope theduchc 
y^\\\ follow, or that he will take her aw 
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in ipite. Lord treafurer, I -hope, has now 
faved his head. Has the dean received my 
letter ? afk him at cards to-night. 

20^ There was a world of people to-day 
at Court to fee prince Eugene^ but all bit, 
for he di 1 not come. I (aw the duchefs of 
Somerfet talking with the duke of Bucking- 
ham-y /he looked a little down, but was cx- 
treamly courteous. The queen has the gout, 
but is not in much pain. Mud I fill this 
line too? * well then, fo let it be. The 
duke of Beaufort has a mighty mind to 
come into our Society ; (hall we let him ? 
I ^okc to the duke of Ormond about it, and 
he .doubts a little whether to let him in or 
flo. They fay the duke of Somerfet is advifed 
by his friends to let his wife ftay with the 
queen ; I am forry for it. I .dined with 
the iccretairy to-day, with mixt company; 
I don't love it. Our Society does not meet 
till Friday ^ becaufe Thurfday will be a bufy 
43ay in the houfe of commons ; for then the 
duke of Marlborough' % bribery is to be exa- 
mined into about the penfion pay'd him by 
thofe that furniihed bread to the army. 

• It is the laft of the page, and written clofe to 
the edge of the paper. 
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2 1 . I have been five times with the duko 
pf Ormond about a perfe<fl trifle, and he for- 
gets it : i ufed him like a dog this morning 
for it. I was afked to-day by feveral in th? 
Court of requefts, Whether it was true that 
the author of the Examiner -f was taken up 
in an ^ftipn of twenty thoi^fand pounds by 
the duke of Marlborough ? I dined in the 
city, where my printer (hewed me a pamph- 
let called Advice to the O^ober Club, which 
he faid was fent him by an unknown hand ; 
I commended it mightily; he never fufpedled 
IJie ; 'tis a twopenny pamphlet. I came home 
and got timely to bed 5 bqt about eleven one 
pf the fecretary's fervants came to me, to let 
me know that lord treafurer would immcr 
diately fpeak with me at lord Ma/hanis upon 
earnelt bufihefs -, and that if I was abed^ 
I (hould rife and come. I did fo ; lord trea- 
furer u'as above with the queen ; and when 
I)e c^mc down he laughed, and faid it was 
not he that fent for me : the bufiqefs was of 
jio great importance, only to give me a paper, 

• t Upon the lotb and 17th of this month the Exa^ 
v:in:r was very fcvere upon the duke of Aiarlb^rough^ 
^d in confequence of this report purfued him with 
greater virulence in the following courfe of his papers. 
But Swift was not the writer of the Examiner at that 

\vhicli 
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»^hich might have been done to-morrow. I 
ftay'd with them till paft one, and thea 
got to bed again. Pize take their frolick^* 
I thought to have anfwercd your letter. 

22. Doftor Gajirel was to fee me this 
morning ; he is an eminent divine, one of 
the canons of Chrifi-cburcb^ and one I love 
very well : he faid, he was glad to find I was 
not with James Broad. I afked what he 
meant ; Why, fays he, have you not feen 
the Grub'Jlreet paper, that fays Dr. Swift 
was taken up as author of the Examiner on 
an adtion of twenty thoufand pounds, and 
was now at James Broad's (who, I fuppofe, 
is fome bailiff.) I knew nothing of this i but 
at the court of requefts twenty people told 
me they heard I had been taken up. Lord 
Lahfdown obfervcd to the fecretary and me, 
that the Whigs fpread three lies yefterday J; 
that about me ; and another, that Macart^ 
ney, who was turned out laft Summer^ is 
again reftored to his places in the army; 
and the third, that Jack Hill's commiffion 
for lieutenant of the Tower is ftopt, and that 
Cadogan is to continue. Lafifdown thinks 

X Thcfc lies are all particularly mentio|icd by the 
^xamimr^ N. 10, dated fib. 7, 1711-12. 

they 
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tJieyh«Y<5 fom^ d«6gn by thpfe reports; I 
ca»not gttefs it. Difi | lell you that SacBe^ 
verell has df^r^4 piigjiply to cpmc and fee 
me"; hut I hive put it odF: He has heard that 
I have fpokisQ to tHe j^e^ary in behalf of 
a brother whono he Riaiataiujs, and who de* 
fires an employment. T'other day at the 
court o£ xpqueAs Dr. JTalde^ faluted ^e by 
aame ; Sacbevisrelh who wa« juft by, carpi? 
up to me, aqd made me many ackno.wl^sdg* 
ments and compliments. Laft night I de«r 
fired lord treafui^er to do fomething lor that 
brother of Sacheverelfs: he faid he oev^r 
knew he had a brother i but thanked me for 
telling him, and immediately put hie aanvn 
in his table-book. J will Jet Sacheverell kiK)w 
tliis, that he may take his mcafures ^cord^ 
inglyi but he ftiall be none of my acr 
quaintance. I dined to-day privately with 
the Secretary, left him at fix, paid a vifit 
or two, and came home. 

23. I dined again to-day with the fecre-r 
tary ; but CQuld not diipatch fome bufinofs I 
had with him, he has fo much befides upon 
his hands at* this juncture; and preparing 
againft the great bufinefs to-morrow, which 
we are all top full of. The minifters' de- 
fign is, that the ,duke of Marlbortrngb fha^ 

be 



( 219 ) 

be confuted as gently s^ poffiUe> provided 
his^ friends will not make h^d to defend 
him ; but if they do, it may end in Ibme 
ftfverer votes. A gtcid^man who wa« juft 
now with him, tells me he is much caft 
down, and fallen away ; but he is pofitive, 
if be has biit ten friends in the houfe, that 
they fhall defend him to ^e utmoft, and 
endeavour to prevent the leaft oenfure upon 
him ; whkh 1 think cannot be, fince the 
bribery is manifeft : Sir Sohmon Medina paid 
bim fix thoufand pounds a year to have the 
employrtient of providing In^ad for the army^ 
and the duke owns it in his letter to the 
commiffionfirs of accounts. I was to-night 
at lord Majham's ; lord Dupplin took out my 
new little pamphlet, and the fecretary read 
|i great deal of it to lord treafurer ; they all 
^mmended it to the fkies, and fo did I, 
and they began a health to the author. But 
J doubt lord treSfurcr fufpe^ed : for he faid, 
^hie is Dr, Davenant's ftyle ; which is his 
cant when he fufpe(fts me. But I carried the 
^Oi^tter very well. Lord treafurer put the 
jyamphlet in his pocket to read at home. Fll 
^anfweryour letter to-morrow. 

24. The fecretary made me promife to 
^ne with him to-day after the parliament 

was 
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was up; I faid I would come; but I dined 
9t my ufual time ; knowing the houfe would 
fit late on this great affair. I dined at a 
tavern with Mr. Domville and another gen- 
tleman; I have not done fo before tbefb 
many months. At ten this evening I went 
to the fecretary, but he was not come home; 
I fat with his lady till twelve, then came 
away; and he juft came as I was gone, and 
he fent to my lodgings, but I would not go 
back ; and fo I know not how things have 
paiTed ; but hope all is well ; and I will tell 
you to-mprrow day. It is late, &c. 

2^, The fecretary fent to me this ourn* 
ing to know whether we (hould dine toge- 
ther; I went to him, and there I learnt, 
that the queflion went againfl the duke of 
Marlborough by a majority of a hundred ; 
fo the miniflry is mighty well fatisfied, and 
the duke will now be able to do no hurt. 
The fecretary and I and lord Majham^ &c. 
dined with lieutenant-general Withers^ who 
is juft going to look after the army in Flan^ 
ders ; the fecretary and I left them a little 
after fcven, and I am come home, and will 
now anfwer your letter, becaufe this goe$ 

to-morrow : let me fee. The box at 

Cbejier ; oh, bufn that boy, and hang tha^ 

Sterne i 
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Sterne ; I have defired one to enquire fot k 
who went towards Ireland laft Mondi^y btft 

am in utter defpair of it. No, I was not 

Iplcnetick ; you fee what plunges the Court 
has been at to fet all right again. And that 
duchefs is not out yet, and may one day 
caufe more mifchief. Somerfet fliews all 
about a letter from the queen, defiring him 
to let his wife continue with her. Is not 
that rare ! I find Dtngley fmelt a rat ; be- 
caufe the JVAigs are upijh ; but if ever I hear 
that word again, Til uppijb you. I am glad 
you got your rafp fafe and found ; does Stella 
like her apron ? Your criticks about guar- 
antees of fucceflion are puppies; that's an 
anfwer to the objection. The anfwerers 
here made the fame objedlion, but is wholly 
wrong. I am of your opinion, that lord 
Marlborough is ufed too hardly : 1 have often 
fcratched out pafTages from papers and 
pamphlets f«it me before they were print- 
ed ; becaufe I thought them too fevere. But, 
he is certainly a vile man, and iias no fort 
of merit befide the military. The Exa^ 
miners are good for little : I would fain have 
hindered the feverity of • the two or three 
laft, but could not. I will either bring 
your papers over, or leave them with Tooke, 

for 
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tot whofe honefly I will engage. Ami i 
think it is beft not to venture them with me 
at &a. Stel/a is a prophet^ by foretelling 
£6 very poiitively that all would be welK 
Duke of Ormond fpeak againft Peace i No, 
fimpletoa : he is one of the (lancbeft we 
liave far the nuniftry. Neither trouble 
yoarielf ibout the printer : he a;>peared the 
£rft day of torm, and is to zppc^r when iUoi- 
Bioned again ; hut nothing elfe will cxime o£ 
it. Lord Cbief Jifftiee is cookd £tnce this 
sew fettlement. No ; I will not f|dit my 
joernals in half; 1 will write htit once a 
fortnight: but you may do as you willj 
which is, read only half at once, and t'odKjr 
half next -week. So now your letter is an- 
fwered (Pox on thefc. blots !) What nmft I 
fay niore ? I will fet out in Marcb^ if there 
be a fit of fine weather ; unlefs tfie nainiftry 
defire me to ftay till the end of the feffionj 
which may be a month longer 5 but I be^ 
licve they will not : for I fuppofe the Peac<$ 
.will be niade, and they will have no further 
fervice for me. I muft make my canal fine 
this Summer^ as fine as I can. I am afraid 
I (hall &e great ntgleds among my quick- 
fets. I hope the cherry-trees on the river* 
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vr^k txe fioi things now. Bat no more of 
this*. 

26b I jbrg^ to fkikh this letter thi« 
morhffig'y isLtKl sun come home (o kte i muil 
Igive it to the beliHCEan ; biftt I would have 
it^o tc-n%ht» left you flKnitd think there is 
^fty thitig in the ftory of my being wrefted 
in an adlion of twenty thooland pouads bj 
lord Mnrlbordugby which I bear is jii Dyer's 
letter, and confeqoently, I feppofe, gone to 
Ireland. Farcwcl, dearefl MD^ &c. &c. 
• 

LETTER XL. 

London, Jan. 26, 1711-12. 

1 HAVE no gilt paper left of this fize, fo 
you muft be content with plain. Our So- 
ciety dined together to-day, for it was put 
off, as I told you, upon lord Marlborough^ s 
bufinefs on T'hurfday. The duke of Ormond 
dined with us to-day, the firft time; we 
were thirteen at table ; and lord Lanfdown 
came in after dinner, fo that we wanted but 
three. The fecretary propofed the duke of 
Beaufort^ who defires to be one of our So- 
ciety j but I ftopt it, becaufe the duke of Or- 
mond doubts a little about it 5 and he was 
gcme before it was propofed. I left them at 

fevcn. 
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iUvtrij arid (at this evening with poor Mr^i 
ff^e/ky, who has been mighty ill to-day with 
H fainting fit : fhe has often convulfions too ; 
{ht takes a mixture with ajafatida, which 
I have liow in my nofc ; and every thing 
fmells of it. I never fmelt it before, 'tis 
abominable. We have eight*pacquets, they 
lay, due from Ireland. 

27. I could not fee prince Eugene at 
Court to-day, the crowd was fo great. Thd 
Whigs contrive to have a crowd always about 
him, and employ the rabble to give the word, 
when he lets out from any place. Wheii 
the duchefs of Hamilton came from the 
que^n after church, Ihe whifpered me that 
flie was going t6 pay me a vifit : I went to 
lady Ogktborfs^ the place appointed; for 
ladies always vifit me in third places, and 
ihe. kept me till near four: fhe talks too 
much, is a plaguy detractor, and I believe 
I Ihall not much like her. I was engaged 
to dine with lord Majhami they ftaid as 
long as they could, yet had almoft dined^ 
and were going in anger to pull down -the 
brafs peg for my hat, but lady Majham £ived 
it. At eight I went again to lord Ma-*- 
Jhams J lord treafurer is generally there at 
night: we fat up till almofl; two. Lord 
7 treafurcf 
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treafurcr has engaged me to contrive fome 
way to keep the archbifhop of Tork from 
being feduced by lord Nottingham. I will 
do what I can in it to-morrow. 'Tis very 
late, fo I muft go fleep. 

28. Poor Mrs. Manley the author is very 
ill of a dropfy and fore leg ; the printer tells 
me he is afraid fhe cannot live long. I 
am heartily forry for her j (he has very ge- 
nerous principles for One of her fort; and a 
great deal of good fenfe and invention : flic 
is about forty, very homely and very fat. 
Mrs. Van made me dine with her to-day. 
I was this morning with the duke of Or- 
mond^ and the prolocutor, about what lord 
trcafurer fpoke to m^ yefterday j I know not 
what will be the iffue. There is but a {len- 
der majority in the houfe of lords ; and we 
want more. We are fadly mortified at the 
news of the French taking the town in Brafil 
from the Portuguefe. The fixth edition of 
three thoufand of the Condu£i of the Allies 
is fold, and the printer talks of a feventh : 
eleven thoufand of them have been fold ; 
which is a moft prodigious run. The little 
two-penny Letter of Advice to the O^ober 
Club does not fell ; I know not the reafon ; 
for it is finely written, I aflfure you ; and. 

Vol. V. ' Q^ like 



( 226 ) 

like a true author, I grow fond of it, be- 
caufe it does not fell: you know that 19 
ufual to writers, to condemn the judgment 
of the world : if I had hinted it to be 
mine, every body would have bought it, 
but it is a great fecret. 

29. I borrowed one or two idle books of 
Contes de Fees ^, and have been reading 
them thefe two days, although 1 have much 
bufinefs upon my hands. I loitered till one 
at home ; then went to Mr. Ijems at his 
office; and the vice-chamberlain told me, 
that lady RyaJton had yefterday refigaod her 
employment of lady of the bed-diarabcr, 
and that lady Jane Hyde^ lord Rocbefier'^ 
daughter, a mighty pietty girl, is to fuc- 
eeed ; he faid too, that lady SunderJafid 
would refign in a day or two. I dined with 
Lewis^ and then went to fee Mrs. JV^ky, 
who is better to-day. But you muft know, 
that Mr. Lewis gave me two letters, one 
froni the bi(bop of CIcyne, with an inclofisd 
from lord Incbequin to lord treafurer; which 
he defires I would deliver and recommend. 
I 2f[i told^ that lord was much in with lord 
Wharton^ and I remember he was to have 

♦ Tales of ihp Fairies. 
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hceh one of the lords juftices by his recool'*^ 
mendation ; yet the bifhop recommends hini 
as a great friend to the church, &c. I'll do 
Vrhat I think proper. T'other letter was 
from little faucy MD^ N. 26. O Lord, 
never faw the like, under a cover too, and 
by way of journal ; we ihall never have done. 
Sirrahsj how durfl: you write fo foon, iir- 
rahs ? I won't anfwer it yet. 

30. I was this morning with the iecne* 
fary, who was iick, and out of humour; 
he would needs drink Champagne fome days 
ago, on purpose to fpite me, becaufe I ad- 
vifed him againft it, and now he pays for 
it; Stella ufed to do fuch tricks formerly; 
he put me in mind of her. Lady Sunder'^ 
land ha3 refigned her place too. It is lady 
Catherine Hyde that fucceeds hdyRyaltoni 
and not lady Jane. Lady Catherine is the 
late earl of Moche/lers daughter. I dined 
with the fecretary, then vifited his lady; 
and fat this evening with lady Mif/kam; the 
fecrctary came tp us ; but lord treafurer did 
not i he dined with the mailer of the roUs^ 
and ftaid late with him. Our Society does 
not meet till tormorrQW fennight^ becauib 
we think the parjianient will |k very baijr 
to-morrow upon the ftateof the warj and 
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the fccretary, who is to treat as prefidentf 
muft be in the houfe, I fancy my talking 
of perfons and things here, muft be very te-^ 
dious to you, becaufe you know nothing of 
them ; and I talk as if you did« You know 
Kevin s-Jireet^ and Werburgh-jlreet^ziA (what 
do you call the ftreet where Mrs. WaUs 
lives?) TLtidi Ingoldjby^ and Higgins, and lord 
Santry \ but what care you for lady Catherine 
Hyde ? Why do you fay nothing of your 
health, firrah ? I hope it is well. . 

3 1 . Trimnelf bifhop of Norwich^ wlio was 
with this lord Sunderland at Moor-park m 
their travels, preached yefterday before the 
houfe of lords ; and to*day the queftion was 
put to thank him, and print his fermoa$ 
but paiTed againfl: him ; for it was a terrible 
Whig fermon. The Bill to repeal the AS 
for naturalizing protejiant foreigners^ -pafled 
the houfe of lords to-day by a majority of 
twenty, though the Scotch lords went out> 
and would vote neither way, iiv diicontent 
about duke Hamilton s patent^ if you know 
any thing of it. A poem is come out to-day 
infcribed to me, by way of a flirt ; for it is 
a Whiggijh poem, and good for nothiogi 
They plagued me with it in the court of re- 
quefts. I dined with lord treafurer at five 
4 alone. 
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alone, only with one Dutch man. Prior is 
now a commrffioner of* the cuftoms. I told 
you fo before, I fuppofe. When I came 
home to-night, I found a letter from Dr. 
Sacbeverell *, thanking mie for recommend- 
ing his brother to lord trea(urer and Mr. fc-p 
cretary for a place. Lord treafurer fent to 
him about it : fo good a folicitor was I, al-p 
though I once hardly thought I fhould be a 
(blicitor for /S^^&ra^^r^//. 

Feb. I. Has not your dean oi St. Patrick' z 
received my letter ? You fay nothing of it, 
dthough I writ above a month ago. My 
>rinter has got the gout, and I was forced 
o go to him to-day, and there I dined. It. 
vzs a moft delicious day ; why don't you 
►bferve whether the fame days be fine with 
ou ? To-night at fix Dr. Atterbury^ and 
V/*(9r, and I, and Dr. Freind, met at Dr. 
lobert Freinifs houfe at JVeJiminJier^ who is 
lafter of the fchool : there we fat till one, 
rid were good enough company. I here 
ike leave to tell politick Dingley^ that the 
lafifage in the ConduB of the Allies is fo far 
rom being blameable, that the fecretary de- 
gns to infift upon it in the houfe of cbm- 

• This Letter is to be found in the late CoUc^ipn 
y D»dfliyy &c. Np. 58. 

Q^ monsji 
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IQont^ when the Treaty rfBalrrier \% debate^ 
there, as it now ihortly will, for thej hav« 
ordered it to be laid before thedi. The 
pamphlet oi Advice (d fbe OSlaber Club begins 
now to fell; but I beiieye it's fame will 
hardly reach Ireland: 'tis finely written, \ 
afliire you. I long to ^nfwer your letter i 
but won't yet; you know ^tis late, ^c. 

a* This day ends Chrifimasi and whi^t 
care I ? I have neither feen, nor felt^ hor 
|leard any Cbrtftmas this yean I pa^ a 
lazy dull day: I was this mofning witb 
)ord treafurer, to get fome papers fimn hiai« 
which he will remember as mudi aa a cat, 
although it be his own bufinefi. It threa-^ 
|ened rain, but did not much; and Prior 
and I walked an hour in the Pari^ which 
quite put me put of p^y meafurcs. I dinefl 
with a friend hard by ; and in tbe evening 
fkt with lord Majkam till twelve. Loiid trta? 
furer did not come; this is an idle diniftg 
day ufually with hipd. We want ta hear 
from Holland how our Peace goes on; for 
we are afraid of thofe fcoundrels the Duffi^ 
left they ihould play us tricks. Lprd Marr, 
9 Scotch earl, was with us at lordAC^^'ci; 
I was arguing with him about the ftubbprnr 
pefs and folly of his cpu^trymen ; ^ey are 

• -ft 
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(6 angr^rabout the affair of duke Hamilton^, 
whom the queen has made a duke of Eng- 
Und^ and the houfe of lords will not .ad« 
mit him : he fwears he would vote for us^ 
iHit dare not| becaufe all Scotland V90\x\d de-^ 
left him if he did i he (hould never be chofen 
^gain» nor bd able to live therie. 

3. I was at Court to-day to look /or a 
dinner s but did not like any that were of- 
fered me I and I dined with lord MouHtjoy. 
The queen has the gout in her knee, and was 
not at chapel. I hear we have a Dutch mail, 
but I know not what news^ although I was 
with the fecretary this mojning. He (hewed 
me a letter from the Hanover envoy, Mr. 
Bathmar, complaining that ihtBarrier treaty 
U laid before the houfe of commons % and 
defiring that no infringement may b;^ made 
in the Guarantee of the Succe^oni bi)t the 
fecretary has written him a peppering an- 
fwer. I fancy you underftand all this^ and 
are able ftates^irlsi fince you have read the 
ConduB of thejiilia. We are all preparing 
againft the birth-day, I think it is We^nefdc^ 
next. If the queen's gout encreafes, it will 
^il (port. Prince Eugene has two fine fuits 
(nade ajgainft it; and the queen is to give 
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him a fword worth four thoufand pounds, 
the diamonds fet tranfparent. 

4* I was this morning fbliciting at the 
houfe of commons' door for Mr. Fe/iy^ a 
fon of the archbifliop of Tuam, who has 
petitioned for a Bi/I to relieve him in ibme 
difficuhy about his eftatc; I fecured hiili 
about fifty members. I dined with lady 
Mq/ham. Wc have no pacquet from Ho/- 
land^ as I was told yefterday ; and this wind 
will hinder many people from appearing at 
the birth -day, who expedted cloaths from 
Holland. I appointed to meet a gentleman 
at the fecretary's to-night, and they both 
failed. The houfe of commons have this day 
made many fevere votes about our being 
abufed by our allies. Thofe who fjpokc, 
drew all their arguments from my book, and 
their votes confirm all I writ s the Court 
had a majority of a hundred and fifty : all 
agree, that it was my book that fpirited 
them to thefe refolutions ; I long to fee them 
in print. My head has not been as well as I 
could wi(h it for fome days paft, but I have 
not had any giddy fit, and I hope it will go 
over. 

5, The fecretary turned me out of his 
fogm ^his morning, and {hewed me fifty 

guineas 
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guineas rolled up, which he was going to 
give to fome French fpy. I dined with four 
Irijhmen at a tavern to-day i I thought I had 
refolved againfl it before, but I broke it. I 
played at cards this evening at lady Majham% 
bvit I onJy played for her while flie was 
writing ; and I won her a pool j and fupt 
there. Lord treafurer was with us, but 
went away before twelve. The ladies and 
lords have all their cloaths ready againft to- 
morrow : I faw fevcral mighty fine, and I 
hope there will be a great appearance, in 
fpite of that fpiteful French fafhion of the 
Whiggijh ladies not to come, which they 
have all refolved to a woman ; and I hope it 
will more fpirit the queen againft them for 
ever. 

6. I went to dine at lord Majhams at 
three,, and met all the company juft coming 
out of Court I a mighty crowd ,• they ftaid 
long for their coaches : I had an opportunity 
of feeing fevcral lords and ladies of my ac- 
quaintance in their fineries. Lady A/hburn- 
ham looked the beft in my eyes. They fay, 
the Court was never fuller nor finer. Lord 
treafurer, his lady, and two daughters, and 
Mrs. Hill dined with lord and lady Majham ; 
the five ladies were monflrous fine. The 

^ueen 
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ga? e prince Eugene the diamond fword 
to-da)ri but no body was by when {he gave 
itt except my lord chamberlain. There was 
•n entertainment of O^a fongs at night. 
Mid the queen waa at aU the entertainment, 
«id is very well after it. I faw lady Wbar^ 
tm^ as ugly as the Devil, coming out in the 
crowd all in an undrefs ; (he had been with 
the Marltarmigb daughters and lady Bru^^ 
water in St. Jame/st looking out of the win- 
dow all undrefied, to fee the fight. I do not 
bear that one ff^hig lady was there, except 
ahofe of the bed<-chamber. Nothing has 
made fo great a noife as one Ke^*% chariot, 
Azt coft nine hundred and thirty poundSt 
the fined was ever feen. The rabble huz- 
zaed him as much as they did prince Ei^gene^ 
This is birth-day chat 

7. Our Society met to-day, the duke of 
Ormond was not with us ; we have lefiened 
citf dinnersy ¥4uch were grown ib eztrava- 
gtfil, that lord treafurer and every body elie 
cried fhame. I left them at feven,. Wfited 
for an hour^ and then came home, like a 
good boy. The queen is much better after 
yefterday's exercife : her ff tends wiih (he 
wouM ufe a little more. I oppoied Iwd 
Je^fef^ ek^ion kite^our Society and he is 

refufcd; 
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ffiefbfed : I likewife oppofed the duLe of JSmih 
firti but I btliere he will be chofen in (pite 
of me : I don't much care i I (hall not be 
with them above two months j for 1 reiblve 
^ ibt out for Ireland the beginning oiAfrU 
jieitt (before I treat them again) and fee my 
wiUowi. 

8. I din^d to»day in the city % this morn- 
ing a iboundrel dog, one of the queen's ma- 
Acki a German^ whom I had never feen, got 
accefs to me in my chamber by PatricKs 
folly, «nd gravely defired me to get an em- 
ployment in the cuftoms for a friend of his, 
who woi|ld be very grateful j and likewiie 
t6 forward a projeft of his own, for raifing 
ten thoufarxd pounds a year, upon Operas: I 
ufed hini civillcr than he deferved ; but it 
vexed me to the pluck. He was told, I had 
a mighty interefl: with lord treafurer, and 
one word of mine^ &c. — — Well \ I got 
home early on purpc^e to anfwer MD'% let- 
ter, J^. 26 ; for this goes to-morrow. — - 
Well ; I never faw fuch a let^r in ail my 
life; fb fancy, ibjournalilQii ib fanguine, fo 
pretending, fo every thing. ■ I fatisfied 
all your fe^rs in my laft; All is gone welU 
as you fay ; yet you are an impudent flut to 
(te fo po^tiv^ i yott will fwagger fo upon your 

fagacit]^ 
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fagacity that we (hall never have done. Prs 
don't miflay your reply ; I would certain' 
print it, if I had it here : how long is it 
I fuppofe, half a fheet : was the Anfw< 
written in Ire/anii ? Yes, yes, you (hall hai 
a letter when you come from Baligall. 
need not tell you again who's out and who 
in : we can never get out the ducheft < 
Somerfet. — r-So, they fay Prefio writ the C0. 
duSly &c. do they like it ? I don't care wh€ 
ther they dp or no ; but the Befolutior 
printed t'other day in the Votes, are almo: 
quotations from it ; and would never h^v 
pa(red, if that book had not been written 
I will not meddle with the SpeSiator, Ic 
him fair-fex it to the world's end. M 
diforder is over, but blood was not froc 

the p — les. Well, madiam Dingley, th 

froft; why we had a great froft, but I for 
get how long ago ; it lafted above a wcel 
or ten days : I believe about (ix weeks ago 
but it did not break fo foon with us I thinl 
^s December 2^ I yet I think it was abou 
that time, on fecond thoughts. MD cai 
have no letter from Prejio^ fays you, and yc 
four days before you own you had m] 
thirty-feventh, unreafonable fluts ! Th^ 
bi(hop of Ghucejler is not d?3d, and I aa 
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Pr. SWIFT'S 
CORRESPONDENCE. 



LETTER I. 
Pr, 8W1FT to Mx8. JANE SWIFT * 

1696. 

RECEIVED your kind letter fran 

^flifrrf by word of mouthy and think it a 

^^E^aft €QBdefeenik>n in you to think of us 

^^^ all your greatnefs : now fiiaiV we hear 

.araothiog from you for five months hut ff^€ 

^CQurturs. Laory is well, and prejfeata his 

Isumble duty to my kulyt and love to his 

^^iiellow-fervant : but he is the naiferableft 

<^i%ature in the world ; eternally in his sne- 

^Ocholy note, whatever I caa do;^ and if 

1^ 5nger does, hut ake^ I aim ia fuch t 

♦ The Doaor's fiftcr. 

fright 

3 
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fright you would wonder at it. I pray re- 
turn my fervicc to Mrs. Kilby^ in payment 
of hers by Robert. 

Nothing grows better by your abfcncc 
but my lady's chamber-flbor> and Tumble- 
down Dick. Here are three letters for you, 
and Molly will, not fend one of them ; (be 
fays you ordered her to the contrary. Mir. 
Mofe and I defire you will remember our 
love to the king, and let us know how he 
looks. 

Robert fays the Czar is there, and is fallen 
in love with you, and defigns to carry you 
toMif/covy; pray provide yourfelf with muffs 
and fable tippets, &c. 

JEotus has made a ftrange revolution in the 
rooks nefts; but I fay no more, for It is 
dangerous to meddle with things above us. . 

I defire your abfence heartily i for now I 
live in great ftate, and the cook comes in 
to know what I pleafe to have for dinner : 
I afk very gravely what is in the houfe, and 
accordingly give orders for a difli of pi- 
geons, or &c. You fhall have no more ale 
here, uiilefs you fend us a letter. Hfcrc is 
a great bundle and a letter for you; both 
came together from London. Wp all keep ^ 
home like fo many cats. 
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L E T t E R II. 
Mrs. LONG * to Dn SWIFT* 

November 189 1711. 

JL F ydu ^«rtll ajgaln allow me the pleafure 
*)f hearing from yoii, without inurmUring 
2 will let you enjoy that of laughing at mc 
ibr any fooli(h word I mifapply ; for I know 
;you arc too reafonablc to cxpedt me to be 
^'cely right in the matter ; but then when 
^ou take a fancy to be angry, pray let me 
Icnow it quietly, that I may clear my mean- 
ings, which are always far from offending 
toy friehds, howfcver unhappy I may be ia 
toy cxpreffionS. Could I cxpc6i you to re- 
toember ahy part of ihy letters fo long ago, 
X would aflc you, that you fliould know 
xirhere td fihd me when you had a mi^d to 
at ; but I fuppofe you were in a romahticic 
Itrain, and defigned to have furprized mc 
talking to myfelf in a wood, or by the fea* 
forgive the dulnefsoftny apprehenfion, and 

• Thus indorfed by the DoStor > Poor Mrs. L$7jg^i 
laft letter, written five weeks before fhe died. 

VOL.Y. R if 
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if idling you that I am at Linn will riot da, 
I will print it, however inconvenient it ma) 
yet be to me ; for I am not the better for the 
old lady's death, but am put in hopes o\ 
being eafy at C&rt/imas; however, I fhall 
ftill continue to be Mrs. Smyth, near St. Ni- 
cholas's Church in the town aforeikid; k 
much fpr my affairs.— Now as to my healthj 
that was much out of order lafl Summer *, my 
diflemper was a dropiy or ahftma (you know 
what I mean, but I cannot fpell it right) or 
both, lazy diftempers, which I was too lazy 
to moleft whilft they would let me /it ia 
quiet ; but when they grew fo unreafbnable 
as not to let me do that, I applied myfelf to 
dodor Ing/iSf by whofe advice I am now 
well enough. To give you the heft account 
I can of this place, the ladies will make any 
returns, if one may believe what they faf 
of one another ; the men I know little of, 
for I am here what you have often upbraid** 
ed me with, a Prude in every thing but cen- 
furing my neighbours ; a couple of divines, 
two aldermen, and a cuftom-^houfe officer- 
are all my men acquaintance ; the gay par" 
of the town I know nothing of, and aL« 
though for the honour of the place I wi"" 

fuppc^ri 
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luppofe there are good poets, yet that 1 never 
(enquired after. I have a fhelf pretty well 
filled at home, but want a Mifcellany Mr. 
Steele put out lift year; mifs Hejfy pro- 
mifed it me, but has forgot it : I fancy you 
have intereft enough with him to get it for 
Inc. I wifti too at your leifure you would 
make a pedigree for me; the people here 
t¥ant iadly to know what I am ; I pretend 
to no more than being of George Smyth's fa- 
mily of Nitly^ but do not talk much of it, 
for fear of betraying myfelf ; fo they fancy 
Ibme myftery to be in the matter, and would 
give their rivals place to be fatisfied. At 
rfirft they thought I came hither to make my 
fortune, by- catching up fome of their young 
fellows I but having avoided that fort of 
company, I am ftill a riddle they know not 
tvhat to make of. Many of them feem to 
love me well enough ; for I hear all they fay 
of one another without making mifchicf 
among thefn, and give them tea and coffee 
when I have it, which are the greatcft 
charms I can boafl of : the fine lady I have 
left to Moll (who I fupppfc was at the Bath J 
or any other that will take it up ; for I am 
grown a good houfewife; I can pot and 
jpickle, fir, and handle a needle very prettily ; 

R 2 fee 
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fee mifs Heffy^ fcarf, 1 think that is im- 
proving mightily. If mifs Hejfy keeps com- 
pany with the eldeft Hatton^ and is (till a 
politician, flic is not the girl I took her for ; 
but to mp flie feems melancholy. Sure Mr. 
St. John is not fo altered but he will make 
returns ; but how can I pretend to judge of 
any thing, when my poor coufin is taken for 
an hermaphrodite ; a thing I as little fufpeA- 
ed her for as railing at any body $ I know 
fo little caufe for it, that I muft be filent. 
I hear but little of what is done in the worlds 
but fliould be glad the miniftry did them- 
felves the juftice to diflinguiih men of me- 
rit : may 1 wifli you joy of any preferment ? 
1 fliall do it heartily : but if you have got 
nothing, I am bufy to as much purpofe as 
, you, although my employments are next to 
picking ftraws. Oh, but you are acquainted, 
with my lord Fitzbarding^ for which I re- 
joice with you, and am youf moft obedieQC: 
fcrvant, . 

ANNE LONC5- 
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LETTER III. 
Judge NUTLEY to Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



S I R» Dut>liii, Nov. 91, 17 13. 

CAN'T help tdling you that I thinkyou 

do me great wrong in charging me with bc^ 

ing too civil, and with want of plainnefs in 

my letters to you. If you Will be abundant 

in your favours to me, how f^an I forbear 

thanking you ? and if you will call that by 

a wrong name, that is your fault, and not 

mipe. I hope i (hall be able to convince 

you of your miilake, by putting you in the 

place of the party obliged ; and then I wi)l 

ihew you, that I can be as ready (as you 

are) in .doing good offices for a friend, and 

when I have done them, can treat you as 

you do me, as if you were the benefadtor, 

and I had received the favour : I am foriy 

I did not keep a copy of my letter to you^ 

that I might compare it with that which. I 

fhall have from you, wJienever I (hall be fo 

happy as to receive one from you upon that 

fubjeft 5 for I am thoroughly perfuadcd, ypu 

will then as much outdo me in civility of 

expreflion, as you do now in the pgwer of 

conferring favours. 

R3 By 
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By this time, I hope, I have fatisficd yo 
that it is fit for me (and I am rcfolvcd) 
exprefs the fenld I have of yovit friehSdd 
in as high a manner as I can, until I ha 
an opportunity of making a better retuD 
but to fhew ybtr, tbat it is as unea(y ta i: 
to write civil thingsr, as it cart be- to you 
read them, I witf, a$ tfften as I cafl, i 
you fervicefi, that I may not be at rite tro 
ble or bear the reproach of bdfig pdmpb 
fant. 

I am Co much 4 philofbpher as to knc 
that to be great, is to be, bot iiot tQ \ 
thought, miiferable; and I aniof the opihh 
pf thofc among them, who allow retaUatioi 
and therefore fince you have declared yo 
intention of loading me with cares, I wi 
as far as I can, make you fenfible of tl 
hurt you do me by laying a like burtb 
upon you. 

I thank you moft fincerely for the de 
and full information you have given qac 
your grand church affair. It entirely agre 
with my judgment ; for I do think th 
wh^t you propofe will be the befl fervicc th 
|ias been done to this church and kingdoi 
lince the refloration, and the doing it foe 
will be of great advantage to the queen 

affaiJ 
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affairs at this jundlure. For, it has been 
^iven out among the party, that the mini- 
firy have an eye towards the JVAigs, and that, 
if they now exert thcmfelves, they will foon 
have an open declaration in their favour : we 
have a remarkable proof of this ; for Mr. 
Brodrick has engaged a confiderable number 
of the parliament-men many of them not of 
his party) to promife him their votes for 
fpeaker, by telling them he has the approba^ 
tion of the mihiftry and lord lieutenant; and 
fince his grace has made known her majefty's 
pleafure, a new word is given out, that the 
liberties of the people are in the laft danger, 
and that the crown is attempting the nomf- 
pation of a fpeaker, I own I am no poHr 
tician ; but 1 think I underftand the pofture 
of affairs here, and I am affured that the 
ichurch party is fo ftrong, that if any thing 
be done on your fide to excite their zeal, 
and difcpurage their adverfaries, there will 
be but a (hort ftruggle here. But if the 
Wbigs are permitted to hope, or what is as 
bad, to boaft of their expedlations, and nor 
thing is done, to enable others to confute 
them, they will, 'tis probable, be able to 
give trouble to the government ; and what 
is now cafjr to be effefted, will become dif- 
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ficult by delay; and I fear, the want of do-« 
ing this in time will occaiion fome uneafinefs 
to the duke of Sirewjiury ; for to this is 
owing the doubttMl d^ipute, who (hall be 
ipeaker. 

I have Shewed your lett<^r to the gentle^ 
maQ chiefly cpncerned in it : thia I did, hcr 
caufe I knew i( would produce a full ez- 
prefilon of his fei\timent8 ; and I can aiTure 
ypu, whatever occafion may have been given 
you to think what you fiy in your letter, he 
h^s a (rup ienfe pf your friend(hip to. him. 
I will be guarantee that according to the 
power he has, he will be ready to fcrv? you, 
and that in kind. 

My lord chancellor will fend you his own 
th^ks. I am, moft truly and fincerely. 

Yours, &c. 
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L E T T E R IV. 
CHARLES FORD, E% to Dr. SWIFT*. 

I^ondoii, July 15, 1714. 

1 O U fee I was in the right ; but I codld 
wiih the booby -f- had not convinced me by 
naming my lord Bolingbnke^ and then I 
ihould have dealt well enough with him. 
Since it has happened fb> the beft remedy I 
could think of, was to write him a very 
civil anfwer ; in which, however, I have 
defired to fee the alterations : this is men** 
tioned with great refpedl to my lord* 
Though he is promifed to have it again to-^ 
morrow, it is probable he may be difap- 
pointed, and there may be time enough for 
me to receive your dire£tions what I fhall 
doj vehen I get it into my hands. If the 
alterations are material, (hall I fend it to 
fome other printer as it was firil written ? J 
Refle£k upon every thing you think likely to 

♦ Dr. Swlfi yras at this time in Berljhire. 

+ BarbiT. 

X This was a p^mpblct entituled, Thnigbts §h ilm 
fnfent State of Affairs. The queen's death prevente4 
the publication ofic' in tbofi; times. It never appeared 
V9^U^c.yeaii74u 

happen 
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bappen, and tell me beforehand what is pro« 
per to be daiie> that ne more time may be 
loft. I hate the dog for making his court 
io iuch t manner. 

I am very forry you have had occafion to 
tcmovt ymt premier minifter. We arc told 
IM^w, Wt Aall have no chai^ in oUrs^ and 
^f fh* duke of Sbrewftmrj wiH perfciAly 
reconcile all mAtert, I am fitre ^rou will 
not believe this aay more than I do ; but 
the DragM § has been more chearfbl than 
ufaal fot \i»ee or four days ; and therefors 
people conclude the breaches are beakcS. I 
rather inctine to the opinion of tboie vi^ho 
i^ he 19 tc^ be maide a diike» amd to have 
a peniion. Another reafon given v4ky there 
19 to be no ch^gc is, becaufe the iParUa- 
ment was not ac^urned to liTue new writs 
m the room of thofe who were to come m 
upon the new fcbeme, diae they mi^t fit 
in the hpdiile at the next meeting. But I 
Qint Ibe why an adpom-nment m^y not db 
M weU' at; the beginning as at the efid of a 
feffion ; and certainly it will difpleafe lefs 
in January or February^ than it wouMhave 
done in July. 'XYi^Wingi give out thp duke 

% The cari of Oiffird^ 

Cf 
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ptA^/iorot^bhcoamg over, and hishoufe 
1^ a^ually now fitttn^ up at St. James's^ 
We hare had mo^ ^ety of lies of late 
than ever I remem^bef • The hiilory we were 
-formerly talking of, would fwell to a pro- 
iliigtoAs fize^ if it was carried on. There 
was a fire Uft night on ^ower-Hi//, that 
)mf nt down forty or fifty houies. You fay 
nothing of conning to town. I hope you 
don't mean to fteal away to /r^/^;r^ without 
feeing us. 

L E T T £ R V. 
CHARLES FORD, Efq; to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, July 17, 1714: 

A SECOND to-morrow is almoft paft, 
and nothing has been yet left at St. Dun^ 
Jian\. B. * will k>fe by his prodigious 
cunning; but that is nothing to the pu« 
|ii(hment he deferves. Had it been only 
his fear, he would have chofen fbmebody 
elfe to confult with ; but the rogue founfl 
put it was well written, and faw the pafTages 
^at galled. I am heartily vext ^t the other 

J Barber^ 

peribn 
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peribn f, from whom one might have tx-» 
pc£ted a more honourable proceeding. There 
is fomething very mean in his deiiring to 
snake alterations, when I am Aire he has no 
reafon to complain, and is at leaft as fairly 
dealt with as his competitor^. Beffdes, a 
great part of it is as much for his fervice as 
if he had given dire(5tions himfelf to have 
it done. What relates to the Pretender is of 
the utmoft ufe to him ; and therefore I am 
as much furprized at his delay, as at his un« 
generous manner of treating an unknown 
author, to whom he is fo mqch obliged. 
But perhaps I may wrong him, and he won't 
defire to turn the whole to his own advan- 
tage. If it h«d come to me yefterday, or 
to-day, I was refolved to have fcnt it to fome 
Other printer without any amendment ; but 
now I ftiall wait till I have your direftions. 
I wifh you had employed foraebpdy dfc at 
firft ; but what fignifies wifliing now ? Af- 
ter what B, § writ in his laft, I c?n hardly 

think he will be fuch a — as no^ to let 

me have it : and in my anfwcr I have given 
him all manner of encouragement to do it. 
He has as , much durance as he can well 

t Lord Bolingbroh. % Lord Oxford. 

§ Barter. . 

de:6rej 
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defire, that the alterations fhall be coraplied 
with^ and a pofitive promife that it (hdl be 
returned to him the fame day he leaves it at 
St. Dmjian's. 

I can't imagine why we have no mifchicf 
yet. Sure we are not to be difappointed at 
lafl:^ after the buftle that has been made. 
It is impoflible they ^ can ever agree, and I 
want fomething to make my letters flill en« 
tertainmg. I doubt you will hardly thank 
me for them, now the parliament is up ; but 
as foon as any thing happens you (hall know 

The queen has not yet appointed the time 
for removing to Wind/or. My lord chief ba- 
ron War J is dead, and we have already named 
feven fuccefTors, among whom is our lord 
chancellor PAips. Frank AnneJUy was to 
have had his place under my lord Anglefy^ 
fo that it is well for him we have provided 
him with another for life. 

^ Lords Oxford and Bolinghroku 
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LETTER VL 
Lady BOLINGBROKE to Dr. fiWIFt^ 

&fr. D £ A Nj Londdn, May 5^ 1716. 

JL OUR letter came in very good time i0 
tncj when I was full of Vexation and iipRbiCi 
which all vanifhes^ finding that you wsfc fo 
good to remember me under my afiSiftions^ 
which havo been not greater than you caii 
diink^ but much greater than Itran t9^^&k 
I am now in town ; bufiiiefs called me hi* 
ther; and when that is finiihed Hh^U retire 
with more comfof t than I came. Do not 
ibri^ke an old friend> nor believe reports 
ivhich are fcandalous and £ilfe. You are 
pleafed to enquire after my health; I can 
give you no good account of it ^t-prcient; 
but that country, whither I (hall go next 
week, will, I hope, ftt qie up. As to my 
temper, if it is poflible, I am more infipid 
and dull than' ever, except in ibme places, 
and there 1 am a little fury, efpedallyif they 
dare mention my dear lord without relpe^, 
which fometimes happens ; for good man-* 
ners and relationfhip are laid afidc in thiff 
town i it is not hard for you to guefs whom 
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1 mean. I liave not yet {eta ^er grace ^ 
but defign it in a day or two : we have kept 
m conftafit correifpondence ever fince oar 
niisfortunes, and her grace is pleafcd to call 
me filler. There is no body in the world 
tits a truer refped and value for her thaa 
myfelf. I &nd this to my friend yoJbM^ a&d 
l>eg you, when you do me the favour of an 
^nfwer, to fend it to him, who will take 
^:are to oonvey it to me in the country ;. for 
your letter lay a long while, before it came 
^o my hands. I beg you to look with a 
ifriendly eye upon all my faults and l^ts lA 
this letter, and that you will believe mc 
mrhat I really am, your moft faithful humble 
iervant, 

F. B. 

LETTER VIL 
PETER LUDLOW, Efq; to Dr. SWIFT. 

September lo, r/^g. 

JL S E N D you the inclofed pamphlet by a 
private hand, not daring to venture it by the 
^common pod; for it is a melancholy circum- 
*Hance we are now in, that friends are afraid 

t The ducheii of OrmontL 

to 
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tb cafiy bn eveh a bare cbrre(poi\dfence^ muck 
iQore to write news» or fend papers of con->> 
iequence (as I take the inclofed to be) that 
Way. But I fuppofe I need make no apology 
for not fending it by poft> for you muft know> 
and own toOt that my fears are by no means 
groundlcfs. For, your friend Mr. Manley \ 
has been guilty of opening letters that werd 
not dired:ed to him, nor his wife, nor really 
to one of his acquaintance. Indeed, I own> 
it fo happened, that they were of no confe<- 
quence, but fecrets of ftate, fecrets of fami^i* 
lies, and other fecrets (that one would by nd 
means let Mr. Manley know) might have 
been difcovered; befides a thoufand, nay, 
for ought I know, more than a thoufand 
calamities might have enfued ; I need not (I 
believe) enumerate them to you; but, to be 
plain with you, no man nor woman would 
(with their eyes open) be obliged to (hew 
all they had to Mr. Mdnley. Thefe 1 think 
fufficient reafons for fending it in the nr^an- 
ner I do ; but fubmit them and myfelf tO 
your candour and cenfure. 

The paper, I believe, you'll find very art* 
fully written, and a great deal couched undc^ 

f Poft maftcr general of Ireland^ whom Df. iwijt 
bad greatly befriended in quetfn Armi\ tiiot/ 

th« 
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the appearance (I own at firft) of blufiders, 
and a filly Tale. For who, with half an 
«ye, may not perceive, that, by the old 
woman's being drowned at Ratcliff- highway^ 
and not dead yet, is meant' the Church, 
which may be funk or drowned, but in all 
probability will rife again. Then the maa 
who was followed, and overtaken, is eafily 
guefled at. / He could not tell (the ingenious 
author fays) whether fhe was dead : true ! 
but may be he will tell foon. But then the 
author goes on (who muft be fuppofed a 
high-church-man) and enquires of a man 
riding a horfeback upon a mare. That's 
prcpofterous, and muft allude to a great man 
who has been guilty (or he is foully belied) 
of very prepofterous adtlons ; when the au- 
thor comes up to him, the man takes hini 
for a Robber, or Tory^ and ran from him, 
but you find he perfued him furioufly, Mark 
that : and The Horfe. — This is indeed car- 
rying a figure farther than Homer does : he 
makes the fliicld or its device an epithet 
fometimes to his warrior, but never, as I re- 
member, puts it in place of the perfon -, but 
there i§ a figure for this in rhetorick, which 
I own I don't remember ; by which we often 
fay. He is a good fiddle, or rather, as by the 
Vol. V. S Gown 
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Gown is often meant particular ParforiS. 
Well then, you find the Horfc, feeing him* 
felf deadi or undone, ran away as fad as he 
could, and left the jJrepofterous fellow to go 
afoot. During this their misfortune, the 
candid author (whom I cannot mention 
without a profound refpedt) calls them 
friends, and means to do them no harm; 
only enquires after the welfare of the church. 
— Ah ! Dear Sir, this is the true charaftef 
of the 7e?rw. And here I cannot but com- 
pare the generofity and good-nature of the 
one, with the fullen ingratitude of the other; 
we find the horfe gone, and they footing it 
give a furly anfWef ; while the other (though 
a conquerof ) offtrs his friendfhip, and aiks 
the queftion ^vith a Pray inform mi. 

I have gone, my dear friend, thus faf with' 
the paper, to (hew you how excellent a piece 
I take it to be, and muft beg the favour of 
you to give me your opinion of it, and fend 
me your animadverfions upon the whole; 
which I am confident you won't refufe me^ 
when yoti confider of how great an advan-* 
tage they will be to the whole earth, who, 
may be, to this day, have read over thefe 
fheets with too fuperficial an uriderftaoding ; 
and eipecially fince it is the requeft of, learned 

Sir, 
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^ih your inoft dutiful and obedient humble 
fervant. 

Sir POLITICK WOULD-BE. 

I fubmit it Ito yoUr better judgment (when 
you make a more curious enquiry into the 
arcana of this piece) to confider whether, by 
Sit yobn Fangs (who you find livei by the 
water-fide) muft not be meant the Dutch i 
fince you find too, that he eats bag pudding 
fi-eezing hot ; this may feem a paradox, but 
I have been affured by a curious friend of 
mine of great veracity^ who had lived many 
Winters in Holland, that nothing is more 
common than for hot pudding to freeze in 
that cold country : but then what convinces 
mc that by Sir John^ the Dutch muft be 
meant, is, that you find he creeps out of a 
ftopper-hole, which alludes to their mean 
origin. I muft obferve too, that gammer 
Vangs had an old woman to her fon. That's 

^k bob for Gloriouis *. But I am under 

£reat concern to find fo hard a fentence paft 
opon poor Swift, becaufe he's little. I think 
him better than any of them, and hope to fcq 
l^im greater. 

• The common ippcllation in Inland for king /f7/- 
fiWilll. 

S 2 
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LETTER Vlir. 

Dr. SWIFT to [STELLA] Mrs. 
JOHNSON f. 

Jack GRATfAN faid nothing to mc 

of it till laft night; *tis none of my fault: 

how did I know but you were to dine abroad ? 

You ftiould have fent your meffengcr iboner; 

yes, I think the dinner you provided for 

yourfelves may do well enough here, but 

pray fend it foon. I wiih you would give a 

body more early warning; but you mud 

blame yourfelves. Delany fays he will come 

in the evening ; and for aught I know Sbe-^ 

ridan may be here at dinner: which of you 

was it that undertook this frolick? Your 

letter hardly explained your meaning, but at 

laft I found it. Pray don't ferve me thefc 

tricks often. You may be fure, if there 

be a good bottle you fhall have it. I am 

fure I never refufed you, and therefore that 

refledtion might have been fpared. Pray be 

more pofitive in your anfwer to this. 

Deanry-houfe, 
Sunday morning, April 30, 1721. 

t Indorfed by Mrs. John/on j An anfwer to no letter. 

MargsofCf 
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Margoofcj and not Mergoofe^ it is ipelt 
with an a, fimpleton. 

No, I am pretty well after my walk. I 
am glad the atchdeacon % got home fafe, and 
I hope you took care of him. It was his 
own fault; how could I know where he was ? 
and he could have eafily overtaken me; for 
I walked foftly on purpofe, I told Delany I 
would. • 

LETTER IX. 

EDWARD Earl of OXFORD to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

GOOD Mr- DEAN, Wimpole, Nov. 2, 1724. 

JL HERE has nothing of late given me 

fo much real trouble and uneafincfs, as my 

having fo long deferred writing to you, to 

make my acknowledgments for your mod 

kind letter, and to afliire you that I took 

cveiy part of your obliging letter in the 

matiner you would wifli me to do: I muft 

fity, that amidft my grief and concern, it 

gave me a fecret plcafure to find that I was 

thought of by you ; and what was a great 

X Archdeacon TiT/?//. 

S 3 addition. 
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additioo, that you ilill retained the j^e 
thoughts and fentiments of my dear father, 
and that you had not laid aiide the defign 
you once entertained of tranfmitting his name 
and ftory to pofterity. I did delay writing 
fome time, becaufe I was in great hopes I 
ihould have beeii ab}e to have given you a 
much more fatisfadtory account than I ao^ 
now able to give, notwithflanding the fearch 
I have n[iade in anfwer to your queftion, " If 
" Ae bad l^t any l^emoks bfbmd him\^ I 
fuppofe you mean in relation to himfelf. I 
have not yet been able to find any among his 
papers in town. This, with fome others 
affairs, drew the time into the length it is ; 
but I affure you, if I have the fatisfadtion to 
he^ from you again (a;; I hope I ih^ll) I 
will be more pundtual in my returns ; for | 
will allow no body to value and eftpem you 
more than I dp. 

There is ccrtaiqly a vefy great K^umber of 
materials for a hiftory, a yaft ^olledlion of 
letters and other papery, a great deal may be 
fupplied clfewhere ; but give me leave to fay. 
That if you dp not come into England, QO7 
thing can be fione ; it will not be pofllbl^ 
to do any thing to purpofe. Without this 
view, there would be no body mpre wel- 
come 
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come to me than your felfi you (hould live 
in your own wajr, and do juft what was moft 
agreeable to you : I have houfes enough, you 
ih^l take vour choice : I muft with ^arneft- 
jiefs repeat it to you again, That I beg you 
^U think of this matter feriou^y. 

As to what you mention of the pidlure, I 
liavc often heard my father fay. That he did 
idefign Co fit for you, but did not : I fhall cer- 
tainly take care that you (hall have ^ pidure^ 
and a good one : pray let me know what fize 
you would have it of: if you deiign it (hould 
£t any particular place, you muft fend me the 
exaft meafure of the place. 

Your fifter ♦, as you ufed to call her, is 
much your fervant ; (he has been at the Bafb 
for Ibmc tinie ; (he is better than when ihe 
i^ent. I fuppofe you hear fometimes from 
our friend Mr. Pope : he has t^ken another 
voyage into Ibmer-land-^^ as Gay ca]ls i? j I 
ivifli he may make an advantajgeous voyage 
of it, 

I doubt you will fay, That fince I was fo 
long before I began to write, that now I 
Iiave begun, I do not know when to end ; 
I will therefore tell you what I am with 

• Lzdy Oxford. 

I Tranflation of the Odjifey. 

S 4 greit 
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great truth, Sir, your moft obedient humbler 
fcrvantj^ 

OXFORD. 

I defirc your acceptance of a ring, a fmall 
remembrance of my father. How (hall I 
fend it you ? 

LETTER X. 

EDWARD Earl of OXFORD to 
Dr. SWIFT. 
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REV. SIR, Dover-ftrect, July 26, 1725. 

.R. Clayton going to Ireland, I take the 
opportunity of writing to you, in the firfi: 
place to tell you, that I am ready to make 
good my promife which I made of fending 
you a pidlure of my father. The painter 
has done his part, fo that the pidture is now 
ready, but I do not know how to fend it to 
you fafe : you did tell me a gentleman (houkl 
call, but where he lives, or who he is, I 
know not. I am very defirous you fhould 
have it, becaufe it has been fo long coming 3 
and I am very ambitious of doing any thing 
that may in the leaft be agreeable to you. 
You had heard of this fooner, but I have 

been 
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been for three months out of town; I made 
a long progrefs, even beyond Edinburgh fifty 
miles. 

I enquire of you fomctimes of dean Berie^ 
leyX: I was forry to hear that you were 
troubled with that melancholy diftemper, 
the want of hearings although in fome cafes 
it is good ; but one would have it in one's 
power to hear or not hear> as it fuited beft 
with one's inclinations. 

I am alfo forry that there is no mention 
made of any defign of your coming into 
England. I long much for it, and do flatter 
myfelf with the thoughts of feeing you under 
my roof, where you (hall execute more au- 
thority than I will allow to belong to any 
bifliops made fince ■ ' ■ Do not lay afide all 
thoughts of coming over ; change of air may 
do you good as well as the voyage. I thank 
God your fifter is very well, confidering the 
way fhe is in ; I hope in two months, or 
thereabouts, ihe will be much better : fhe 
prefents her humble fcrvice to you. Peggy 
is very well. 

Pope is well I fuppoTe ; he is rambling 
about the country. I have the pleafure of 

t Dr. Berkeley was then dean oi Deny. 

feeing 
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feeing a pidure whichis very like you every 
day, and is as good a picture as ever Jarvis 
painted. I am, Sir, your moft obedient 
humble fervant and brother, 

OXFORD. 

LETTER XL 

EDWARD Earl of OXFORD to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

^R E V. SIR, Dovcr-ftrect, Aug. 30, 1725. 

I RECEIVED the favour of your letter; 
I am vexed that the trifle of the ring (hould 
not have reached you j I found where the 
fault lay ; I hope you will foon receive both 
the pidure and the ring fafe : I have ordered 
them to the care of Erafmus Lewis^ Efq; 
our old friend, and he is a pundual man, 
and is well acquainted with Mr. Ford, and 
my lord Arrari^ chaplain, Mr. Cbarkton ; io 
I hope this method will not fail that I have 
now taken. I would not be wanting in the 
leaft trifle, by which I might fhew the value 
and efteem I have, and always muil: and will 
have for you. 

The pidlure I have of you is the fame 
which Mr. 'Jarvis drew ef you in Ireland, 

and 
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gnd it is very like you, and is a very good 
picture ; and though Mr. Jarvis is honoured , 
with the place of his majefty's painter, he 
cannot paint a pidture I fhall fo much value 
as I do that of the dean of St. Patrick's. 

My old fellow collegiate has done fo right 
a thing as to prefer one of your recommenr 
datipii. I anq, Sifi your moft obedient hum« 
|;>le fervant, 

OXFORD. 

My wife f^nds hef cgmpliments to you j 
^e is as well as can be expedited. 

LETTER XII. 

GPOl^GE ROCHFORT; Efq; to 
Pr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, 

I FIND myfelf ftand in need of the ad- 
yice I beftowed on you t'other night, and 
therefore If you have not got rid of your 
pold, I would prefcribe a fmall jaunt * to 
Belcamp this morning. If you find yourfelf 
thus difpofedy I will wait for you here in my 

f Dr. GrattarC%y about five miles from Dublin^ 

boots : 
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boots: the weather may perhaps look gloo* 
my at the Deanery ; but I can affure you it 
is a fine day in this parifh •(•, where we fet 
up for as good tafles as our neighbours : to 
convince you of mine, I fend you this invi- 
tation. I am, dear Sir, your much obliged 
and obedient fervant, 

GEORGE ROCHFORT. 

Wednefday morning, 
Sept. 9, 1725. 

LETTER XIII. 

EDWARD Earl of OXFORD to 
Dr. SWIFT. 
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REV. SIR, Dovcr-ftreer, Oa. 19, 1725. 

HOPE you will excufe thefe few lines 
for once, when I tell you that yefterday 
morning, I thank God, my wife was fafely 
delivered of a fon, and both mother and 
child are as well as can be expedled. 1 fancy 
this will not be difagreeable news to the dean 
of Sf. Patrick's, except he be very much 
altered, which I believe not I will not 
trouble you with any more, but to telf you 

t St. Marfs parifli, about a mile from the Deanery^ 
, that 

9 
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that I am with great reipedt. Sir, your moft 
obedient humble fervant> 

OXFORD. 

LETTER XIV. 
From the Prince of L ILL I PUT. 

In European charaftcrs and Englijh thus j 
The high and mighty prince Egroego, 

born to the moft puiflant empire of 

the Eajl, 
Unto Stella, the moft refplendcnt glory 

of the Wejiern hemifphere, fendeth 

health and happinefs. 

BRIGHTEST PRINCESS^ 1727. 

X HAT invincible heroc, the Man 
Mountain, fortunately arriving at our 
coafts fome years ago, delivered us from 
ruin by conquering the fleets and armies of 
our enemies, and gave us hopes of a durable 
J5cacc and happincft. But now the martial 
jtople of Blefufca, encouraged from his ab- 

• Here we have a parcel of charaflers formed at ran- 
<3oin| by way of the addrefs in the LiMputian tongue. 

fence. 
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f&nce, have rc&cwcd the war, to rcvcngg 
upon us the lofs and diigrace they fu£fered 
by our valiant champion. 

The fame of your fupcrcxcellent perfort 
and virtue, and thfe huge efteem v^hich that 
great general has for you, urged us in this 
GUI* fetond diftrefs to fue for your faVdur. 
In order to virhich, we have fent our able 
and trufty Nardac Koorbnilob, requdling. 
That if our general does yet tread upon the 
terreftrial globe, you, in compaflion to as, 
would prevail upon him to take another 
voyage for our deliverance. 

And, left any apprehenfions of famine 
amongft us, (hould render Nardac Moun- 
tain averfe to the undertaking, we fignify 
to you, that we have ftored our folds, our 
coops, our granaries and cellars with plenty 
of provifion for a long fupply of the waftes 
to be made by his capacious ftomach. 

And furthermore, becaufe as we hear you* 
are not fo well as we could wifh, we beg 
you would compleat our happinefs by ven* 
turing your moft valuable perfon along with 
him into our country ; where, by the falu- 
brity of our finer air and diet, you will fboA 
recover your health and ftomach^ 

In 
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In full afllirancc of your complying good*^ 
hefs, we have fcnt you fome provifion for 
your voyage, and we (hall with impatienee 
wait for your fafc arrival to our kingdom. 
Moft illuftrious lady, farewel. 

Prince EGROEGO. 

Dated the ilth day of the 6th Moon, in the 
it)Oi year of the Lilliputian seta* 

LETTER XV. 

EDWARD Earl of OXFORD to 
Dr. SWIFT. 



REV. SIR, Dovcr-ftreet, 0€t. 12, 1727. 

X W A S very much concerned to hear you 
Were fo much out of order when I went to 
the North ; and upon my return, ^hich was 
but lately, I Was in hopes to have found you 
here, and that you would not have gone to 
your deanery till the Spring. I ihould be 
glad to hear that you are Well, and have 
got rid of that troubleforae diftcmper, your 
deafnefs. 

I have feen Pope but once, and that was 
but for a few minutes ; he was very much 
out of order, but I hope it only proceeded 

from 
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from being |po days in town, and (laying 
out a whole opera. He would not fee the 
coronation, although he might have feen it 
with little trouble. 

I came laft night well home, after attend- 
ing and paying my duty in my rank at the 
coronation. I hope there will not be an- 
other till I can have the laudable excu/e of 
Old Age not to attend ; which is no ill wifli 
to their prefent majefties, fince Nottingham 
at fourfcore could bear the fatigue very well. 
I will not trouble you with an account of 
the ceremony ; I do not doubt but you will 
have a full and true account from much bet- 
ter hands. 

I have been put in hopes that we (hall fee 
you again early in the Springs which will be 
a very great pleafurc to me. 

There is a gentleman that is now upon 
putting out a new edition of the Oxford 
Marmora : I fhould take it for a great favour 
if you would be fo kind to lend me your 
copy of that book. I think there arc ibme 
corredions : if you think fit to do this^ Mr* 
Clayton^ who is in Ireland^ will take care to 
bring it fafe to me, and I will with great care 
return it to vou again. 

I 
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I muft not conclude this \#thout making 
my wife's compliments to you. I am, with 
true refpcdt, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

OXFORD. 

You forgot to fend me the ballad. 

Mr. Clayton will call upon you before he 

comes to England i I have written to 

him to that purpofe. 

LETTER XVI. 

Mrs. MARTHA BLOUNT to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, May 7, 1718. 

X AM very much pleafed with your letter^ 
but I (hould have thought myfclf much 
more obliged, had you been lefs fincere, and 
not told me^ I did not owe the favour in* 
tirely to youv inclinations, but to an infor- 
mation that I had a mind to hear from you: 
and I miftruft you think even that as much 
as I defcrve. If fo, you really are not de- 
fending of my repeated inquiries after you, 
and my conftant good wiflies and concern 
for your welfare j which merits fome re- 
membrance without the help of another. 
Vol. V. T I 
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I can't fay I have a great inclination to write 
to you, for I have no great vanity that way, 
at lead not enough to fupport mc above the 
fear of writing ill : but I would fain have 
you know how truly well I wifti you, 

I am forry to hear no good account of 
your health : mine has been, finee Cbrijlmas 
(at which time I had my fever and ra(h) 
neither well, nor ill enough to bo taken no- 
tice of : but within thefe three weeks I have 
been fick in forms^ and kqpt my bed for a 
week, and my chamber to this day. 

This confinement, together with the mour- 
ning, has enabled me to be very eafy in my 
chair-hire : for a dyed black gown, and a 
fcoured white one, have done my buiinefs 
very well ; and they are now yoSi fit for 
Peterjham^ where we talk of going in three 
weeks ; and I am not without hopes I ihall 
have the fame fquire ^ I had lafl: year. I am 
very unwilling to changes and moreover I 
begin to fear I have no great profpe^ of 
getting any new danglers j and therefore, in 
order to make a tolerable figure, I (hall en- 
deavour to behave myfelf mighty well, that 
I may keep my old ones. 

♦ Dr. Swift. 
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As a proof that I continue to be well re- 
ceived at Court, I will tell you where the 
royal family defign to pafs their Summer : 
two months at Richmond' Lodge, the fame 
time at Hampton-Court, and fix weeks at 
Wind/or. Mrs. Howard is well, and happier 
than ever you faw her ; for her whole affair 
with her hufband is ended to her fatisfac- 
tion. 

Dr. Arbutbnot I am very angry with : he 
negleds me for thofe he thinks finer ladies. 
Mr. Gays fame continues, but his riches are 
in a fair way of diminiOiing : he is gone to 
the Bath : I wifh you were ordered there, 
for I believe that would carry Mr. Pope, who 
is always inclined to do more for his friends 
than himfelf. He is much out of order," and 
is told ndthing is fo likely to do him good. 

My illnefs has prevented my writing to 
you fooner. If I was a favourite at Courts 
I would foon convince you that I am very 
fincerely your faithful friend and very hum- 
ble fervanty 

M. B. 
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LETTER XVII. 

FRANCIS GEOGEGHAN, Efq; 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, March 10, 1728-9. 

1 O U R time is precious, your curiofity not 
very fmall, my efteem of you very great; 
therefore come not within the walls of the 
four courts in hopes of hearing a matrimo- 
nial decree in this reign ; for on Monday^ 
(viz.) that is to fay, the lothofthis inftant 
March y 1728, his excellency Thomas Wynd^ 
ham^ Efq; lord high-chancellor of Ireland 
pronounced, after your back was turned^ and 
not with the afiiftance of the two chiefs, his 
decree in the cafe oi Stewart v. Stewart^ on 
A. Powcl to this efieft : He faid there was 
a full confent till fuch time as the draught 
of the fettlement was fcnt down to Mrs.. 
Ste^vart, to be coufidered by her and her 
friends ; and after (he had confidered it, <hc 
(hall not be at liberty to make any objec- 
tions; for all rcftridtions of marriage are 
odious in the civil law, and not favoured by 
the common law, e(pecially after the age of 
one and twenty; therefore marry they may, 

and 
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and let Mr. Nutley * be a lawyer for Mrs, 
Rebecca Stewart^ the plaintiff, to take care 
of the feitlement for her advantage, and let 
Powel chufe another lawyer for himfclf ; 
though by the bye, Mr. Nutley would ferve 
for both ; and it is not neceflary to inquire 
what Powel makes by his pradtice, although 
he affured the mother it amounted to one 
thoufand four hundred pounds per annum. 

Ovidy 'tis true, fuccefsfuUy imparts 
The rules to fteal deluded virgins hearts ; 
But oh ! ye fair ones, pious Nutley's fkill 
Inftrudls you to elude, by magick bill. 
The laws of God, and gratify your will. 

You will, I hope, excufe this liberty in 
one, who, to refent the indignity offered to 
you by jRtf;?^'s coachman -f, made him drunk 
foon after at Gory, which fo incenfed the 
aforefaid Ram^ that he difcharged him his 
fervice, and he is now fo reduced, that he 
has no other way of getting his bread but by 
crying in this city. Ha you any dirt to carry 
out? I am. Sir, your fincere friend ^nd 
humble fervant, 

FRANCIS GEOGEGHAN, 

* Mr. Nutley had been a judge in queen Anne's time^ 
f Vid, IntiUigencer^ No. 2. 

T 3 
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LETTER XVIIL 
FLOWER, Efq; f to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, Aflibrook, March 1 8, 1728-9, 

xjlS I have been honoured with ibme of 
your letters, and as you are my old acquaint-t 
ance, though to my forrow not intimately 
fo, I truft you will pardon this prefumption. 
Perhaps you may be at a lofs to guefs what 
title I have to an old acquaintance with you ; 
but as feveral little accidents make indelible 
impreiHons upon the minds of fchool-boys, 
near thirty years ago, when I was one, I re- 
member I was committed to your care from 
Sbeene to London : wc took water at More-- 
lake, the commander of the little fkiff was 
very drunk and infolent, put us alhore at 
Hammerfmitht yet infifted, with vciy ftbufive 
language, on hia fare, which yotr cooragc- 
oufly refufed ; the mob gathered; I exped* 
cd to fee your gown ftript off, and for wanf 
of a blanket to take a flight with you m it, 
but 

f Afterwards l^u-d QaJOitiiuf$m% 
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iTvm pietate gravem ac merit is ft forte w- 

rum quern 
Conjpexerey JHent^ arreSiifque auribm ajiant: 
Ille regit diBis animos, & pe^ora mulcet. 

Virg. ^n, I. 155. 
By your powerful eloquence you faved your 
bacon and money, and we happily proceeded 
on our journey. But it is not an inclination 
purely to tell yott this old ftory, which pef- 
fuades me to write. A friend from Dkiii^i 
lately obliged me with a very entertaining 
paper^ entitled The Intelligencer, it is num- 
ber 2b, a pofthtimous work of Nefior Iron-^ 
fde I a correfpondent mentioning thefe papers 
in a letter raifed my curiofity, with the ipe- 
cimen I had of them^ to read the red. For 
my part, I have buried myfelf in the country, 
and know little of the world, but what I 
learn From ncws-papefs ; you, who live ib 
^mach in it, and from other more convincing 
proofs, I am fatisfied are acquainted with the 
inteBigencer. I wifh his zeal could promote 
die welfare of his poor country, but I fear 
his labour is in vain. 

Themiferies of the North, as reprefented, 

demand the utmoft compaiHon, and muft 

foften the malice of the moft bitter enemy ; 

I hope they, whofe intereft it is, if they 

T 4 . rightly 
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rightly confidcrcd it, to relieve thofe mifc- 
rable wretches, will redrefs fo publick a ca- 
lamity ; to which, if, as I have heard, fome 
of the clergy, by exadting of tithes, have 
contributed ; they deferve as great cenfure, 
as a certain dean, who lends feveral Turns 
without intereft to his poor parifhioners, has 
gained credit and honour by his charitable 
beneficence. Bad men, to be fure, have 
crept in, and are of that facred and learned 
order ; the blackeft of crimes, forgery, trea- 
fon and blafphemy recently prove this : fuch 
fhould be fpued out of it with utmoft con- 
tempt, and punifhed according to their de*^ 
merit with feverc juftice. If this allegation 
be true, I hope to fee them cenfured by the 
Intelligencer^ and recommend to him .the 
words of "Jeremiah to expatiate upon, c. x. 
V. 21. c. xii. V. 10, II. I imagine the 
poor widow, his printer *, is in danger of 
puniftimcnt; (he fuffered very cruelly for 
the Drapier^ Works ; I hope feveral contri- 
buted to eafe her misfortunes on that occa- 
iion ; I confcfs I am fqrry I did not, but if 
you will give her a piece of gold, not in my 
pame J beg, being unwilling to vaunt of 

f }Axs. Harding. 

charity, 
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charity, but as from a friend of yours, I 
fliall by the firft fafe hand fend one; in re-« 
turn I expedl the Drafters Works entire. 

I am forry, that for the benefit of the 
ladies^ the author has not given us the Eng^ 
li/hoi 

Motus doceri gaudet lonicos 
Matura Virgo. 

Not having Creech' % Horace^ a gentleman 
prevailed on me to attempt tranflating of it 
in a couple of diftichs ; the fcience, which 
the compound Englijh and Greek word Sig- 
nifies, little concerns a widower j but I 
fhould be glad to fee it improved by good 
proficients in the Ionick]\gg. I own, in my 
little reading, I never met with this word, 
which puts me in mind of a paflage on the 
7hames. My younger uncle, the grave Mr, 
Fhwer^ his wife and minp , and parfon Din- 
gky one day made the tour of the city : we 
faw Bedlam^ the lions, and what not ? and 
finiihed with a view of that noble engine un- 
der London Bridge : then we took water for 
Whitehall I rowed very filently to oppofite the 
glais-houfe, where a dyer, his boat at an- 
chor, was angling ; poor Jack unfortunately 
iifked, addreffing himfelf to our waterman. 

What 
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What that man was fifliing for i The wag 

anfwcrcd very briflc. For , Matter, will 

you buy any ? You are a man of too much 
humour not to be pleafed with the reply. 
I never can think of it without a laugh; 
and am fure need not defcribe the fceae to 
you. He is fince called in our family by 
the name of Jack Fijher. 

LETTER XIX. 
Lady JOHNSTON ♦ to Dn SWIFT. 

(March 30, 1729. J 
To The Revd. The Dean of St. PaTricks. 

HONi> Si^ 

A A M a Huckfter and Lives in Strand 
Street & has Dealings with Several familys, 
zfaterday Night a Cafe of Inftruments -f- was 
fent me in pawn by a Certain perfbn in Marys 
Street^ for two Rowls a print of Butter four 
Herrings and three Nagins of ftrong Wal- 
ters, My fofter brother who ply's about that 

♦ Thus cndorfcd by Dr. Swifi^ •< The heft ktter t 
iwr read*** , 

t It is not unlikely this was a prefent of a cafe of in- 
ftruments from lady Johnftw to the Ut. 

End 
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£nd of the town tells Me, he wanfl: faw it 
in your hand, fearing Hawkins's J whip I 
fend it to you, and will take an Other Courfc 
to gett My Money, fo I Remain your Honrt 
Humble Sarv^ to Command 
yc 30 MARTHA SHARP, 

LETTER XX. 
The EARL of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT, 

Dovcr-ftrcet, March 4, 1729-30. 

GOOD MASTER DEAN, 

JIT is now above a whole year and fix 
months fince I have had the favour and plea- 
iiirc of a line from your own felf, and I 
liavc not troubled you with one from myfelf^ 
the anfwer that you would naturally make is 
^cry obvious. Why do you then trouble mc 
310W ? I reply. It is to join with my friend 
JS/Lt. Pope in recommending the perfon con- 
cerned in the enclofed propofal to your fa- 
vour and protection, and to entreat that you 
"would be fo good as to promote his intereft. 
3[ have not fent you any of his receipts; 
^t win when you will pleafe to let me 

} Hgiukins ^^hecptt of Nni^atf. 

knovir 
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know what number you can difpofe of: I 
believe that your biftiops have more learn- 
ing, at leaft would be thought to have more, 
than our bench here can pretend to ; fo I 
hope they will all fubfcribe. The perfon 
concerned is a worthy honeft man ; and, by 
this work of his, he is in hopes to get free 
of the load which has hung upon him fome 
years : this debt of his is not owing to any 
folly or extravagance of his, but to the cala- 
mity of his houfe being twice burnt, which 
he was obliged to rebuild ; and having but 
fmall preferment in the church, and a large 
family of children, he has not been able to 
extricate himfclf out of the difficulties thefe 
accidents have brought upon him. Three 
fons he has bred up well at Wijiminjlery and 
they are excellent fcholars : the eldcft has 
been one of the uftiers in Wejlminjier fchool 
iince the year 1714. 

He is a man in years, yet hearty and able 
to ftudy many hours in a day. This, in 
fhort, is^ the cafe of an honeft, poor, worthy 
clergyman ; and I hope you will take him 
under your protedion. I cannot pretend 
tliat my recommendation fliould have any 
weight with you, but as it is joined to and 
under the wing of Mr. Pope. 

I 
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I took hold of this opportunity to write 
to you, to let you know you had fuch an 
humble fcrvant in being, that often remem- 
bers you, and wifties to fee you in this ifland. 
My family, I thank God, is well : my daugh- 
ter had, laft fummer, the fmall pox really, 
and in the natural way, and (he is not marked 
at alK My wife and daughter defire that you 
will accept of their humble fervices, and fay 
that they want much to fee you. 

I obeyed your commands, and did Mr. 
JVballey2X\ the little fervice I was capable of: 
it was little enough that was in my power, 
God knows. He comes again before us foon 
after Eajier : he fccms to be in great hopes, 
I wifh they may be well founded. 

I think it is now time to releafe you, which 
I will not do until I have told you, I may fay 
repeat to you, that I have a houfe for you, 
or houfe-rroom, come when you pleafe, pro- 
vided you come foon. I am, with true re- 
fpeft and efteem, your moft obliged and 
moft humble fervant, 

OXFORD. 

Your lord lieutenant would do well to 
encourage this poor man ; he defcrves 
it better than Bulkeley. 
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LETTER XXI- 
The EARL of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT* 

REV. SIR, Dovcr-ftrcct, July 15, 1730. 

JVlR. Chiton telling mc he was going for 
Ireland^ I could not forbear fending you a 
few lines by him, although I may punl£h 
you ; yet it is fo great a pleafure to me to 
think of you, and to converfe with you even 
in this manner^ that I muft expert you will 
be fo good as to forgive the trouble this gives 
you. 

I do not know what notions you entertain 
of us here ; I fear and believe you are in a 
very bad way : this is my thought, that de- 
voured we certainly fhall be ; but only this 
will be the difference, we (hall have that 
great favour and inftance of mercy^ that we 
ihall have the honour to follow you, and be 
the laft devoured; and though this is fo 
plain, and that demonflrable, yet wc have 
io many unthinking, unaccountable puppies 
among us, that to them every thing feems 
to go well as it fhould do ; and are fo pleafed 
with this thought, or rather do not think at 
allj that it is in vain to fay any thing to them. 

This 
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This IS a very difagreeable fubjed:^ and I 
will therefore leave it. 

My wife is, I thank God, pretty well : 
her ftomach is rather better than it was; 
Peggy is very well ; both defire you will ac- 
cept of their humble fcrvice. You mention 
your law affairs : I know fo much of that 
fort of people called lawyers, that I pity moft 
heartily any one that is obliged to be con* 
cerned with them : if you are not already, 
I hope you will be foon fafe out of their 
hands. 

I fuppofe Mafter WbaUey h^ by tbi^ time^ 
got fafe to his living, and enjoying the fruit 
of his victory, peace and quietnefs. I believe 
he has enough of law, of lawyers, and of 
lords both fpiritual and temporal. I hope 
he is well : if you fee him, my fervice to 
faim« 

I wi(h you would conoe over here, that 
we might have the pleafure of fedng you. 
Why fliould you not pafs the winter here ? 
I ibould think it would be more agreeable to 
you than where you are. 

Lord Batburfi has had a fever ; but he is 

now well again • Pope I faw yefterday : he 

is pretty well. I am, with true refpeft and 

4 efteem. 
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efteem, Sir, your moft affedUonate humble 
fervant, 

OXFORD. 

LETTER XXII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

Dec. aSth, 1730. 

JL O U might give a better reafori for rc- 
ftoring my book, that it was not worth 
keeping. I thought by the fuperfcription 
that your letter was written by a man ; for 
you have neither the fcrawl nor the fpclling 
of your fcx. You live fo far off, and I be- 
lieve are fo feldom at home^ and I am ib ill 
a vifitor, that it is no wonder we meet fo 
feldom : but if you knew what I fay of you 
to others, you would believe it was not want 
of inclination : I mean what I fay of you as 
I knew you formerly ; for as to what you 
are now, I know but little. I give you the 
good wifhes of the feafon; and am, with 
true efleem and affedtion^ yours, &c. 

J. SWIFT. 



( 289 ) 

I; E T T E R XXIIL 

4)r. 8 W I FT to Lady A C H E S O N; 

An Jpril-rfool Letter. 

A '^^^* 

j\ Gentleman called hfefe kft night uport 

ibmt bufinefs, who took Mr. :*s houfd 

jreftfifdiay at dinner, in his return from fFici-^ 

Jtcnv. Hetells me that Mrs; ' \ was brought 

«o-bedyefterday morning at five o'clock of a 

lialf child, juft as if it were divided in twd 

equal parts. It had one eye, half a nofe and 

znouth, one leg, and fo from top to bottom^^ 

Tbey could fee it was. a boy, or rather half 

a boy : it was dead born, but £he is very 

t^elL It was (bought that this was the caufe 

ef . all her cholics. Mrs. Brent tells me fhe 

lias known the like more than once« I 

am glad the poor woman had her mother • 

and fitter with her. 

Are yoti not undone for want of Monky ? 

How are you ? Does your milk agree with 

yGU ? We (hall fee you no more at churck 

Ijntil Monky returns. Adieu, Gfr. 

I mend a little. 
Saturday morning. 

Vol. V. U 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Lady ACHESGN's Anfwer to Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



AM greatly furprizcd at the act:6unt you 
give me of poor Mrs. ; butfiftceit v^s 

fo, I am heartily glftd (he has got rid of it* 
Mrs- Morris's gout fei^ed hef all o«*r cmi 
TAuffJ^, fo that ihe keeps her bed. None 
of them know any thing of this matter : 
they fent a boy yeftcrday to Deigintky (I will 
not mention this thing to them tiU he re* 
turns) to let them know ihe was not able 
to go to the country. I am foriy that you 
mend but a little : this bad weather has in^*- 
creafed rny cough ; the milk agf ees very Ivell 
with me. I will be at your church to-mor'* 
row. I am, yours, &c. 

Saturday morning. 



LETTER XXV. 
Alderman BARBER to Dr. SWIFT. 
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SIR, London, Aug. 24, 1732. 

WISH Dr. Delany had complied with 
your requell fooner, in acquainting me with 
your intentions in favour of Mh Pilkington. 
I could have been glad alfo, that he had 
acquainted you, as I defired him, with the 
particulars how I ftood circilmftantiated in 
relation to the chaplain ; for I flatter myfelf 
that your ufual good-nature would have in- 
duced you to comply with my requeftj in 
writing, a letter to me, in an authoritative 
ivay, in your recommendation of Mr. P/7>5- 
ington ', which would have given me a good 
fexcufe for my refufing a gentleman, whom 
my deputy and common-council-men had 
recommended to me above fix months ago. 

Another accident happened in this affair, 
by the dodor's not receiving a letter I fent 
him, which, by miftake, came not to his 
hands (though at home) until many hours 
after my man had left it at his lodgings ; 
which letter, had he feen in time, would 
have prevented fome little difficulties I lie 
U 2 under 
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under in this affair, and which I muft get 
over as well as I can. 

For, Sir, when I reflcdt on the many ob- 
h'gations I have to you, which I (hall ever 
acknowledge, I am glad of any occaiion to 
fhew my gratitude ; and do hereby, at your 
requeft, make Mr. Pilkington my chaplain, 
when mayor. 1 wifli it may anfvvcr his cx- 
peftations ; for the profits are not above one 
hundred and twenty pounds, if fo much, as 
I am told. He conftantly dines with the 
mayor ; but I am afraid can't lie in the Hall, 
the rooms being all of ftate. For your iake 
I will fliew him all the civilities I can. You 
. will recommend him to Jo. (Dr. I mean) 
Trapp. The mayor's day is the 3Gth of 
OSlober ; fo that he may take his own time. 

It would add very much to my felicity, if 
your health would permit you to come over 
in the fpring, and fee a pageant of your own 
making. Had you been here now, I am 
perfuaded you would have put me to an 
additional expence, by having a raree-fhew 
(or pageant) as of old, on the lord-mayor's 
day. Mr. Pope and I were thinking to have 
a large machine carried through the city, 
with a printing-prefs, author, publi(hers, 
hawkers, devils, ^c, and a fatirical poem 

printed 
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printed and .thrown from the prefs to the 
mob, in publick view, but not to give of- 
fence ; but your abfence fpoils that defign. 

Pray God preferve you long, very long, 
for the good of your country, apd the joy 
and fatisfadtion of your friends ; among 
whom I take the liberty to fubfcribe myfelf, 
with great fincerity. Sir, your moft obedient 
and moft humble fervant, 

J. BARBER. 

LETTER XXVI. 
CHARLES FORD, Efqj to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, Dec. 23, 1732. 

ESTERDAY I received your letter 
of the 9th, and am infinitely obliged to you 
for the conftant concern you (hew for me. 
I am afhamed to trouble you fo much, and 
£0 often, in my own affairs ; and your great 
Jcindnefs makes me almofl afiiamed to aik 
j)ardon for it, ************ 

I am very glad to hear the charafter you 
^ive of lord Orrery. He was extreamly ap- 
plauded for a fpeech he made againft the 

U 3 Army 
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Army Bill. There is no danger of repealing^ 
the Teft. The Court has taken the ufual 
method of gaining the fanatick leaders, 
much againft the grain of the body. It is 
faid, the bifhpp of Salijhury is the chief en- 
courager of them ; that the queen fpoke to 
him, and that he anfwered, He had pro- 
mifed, and would not fail them. He can 
be befmearcd, although they would not fuf- 
fer him to go the dirty road to Durham. 
That was the excufe they made him upon 
the laft vacancy of that fee. 1 am extreamly 
proud that lady Achefon docs me the honour 
to remember her. humble fervant. I heartily 
wifti (he could be pcrfuaded to k?ep good 
hours, having obferved, by many of my ac* 
quaintance, that nothing impairs health fo 
much as fitting up late. I often hear from 
my fifter : (he writes in quite another ftrain 
than (he talked, with chearfulnefs and good 
nature. I fancy Arfalla * has curfed the lady 
of her fpleen. 

I heartily wifti you many new years, With 
Jiealth and happinefs; and am, moil en- 
tirely, Gfr. 

♦ The feat of Peter LudkWy Efq; father to the prc- 

I 
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I am told poor Gay's play is now in re- 
hearial, and will pleafe. It was that 
brought him to town a little before he 
he died ; though, without his fever, he 
could not probably have held out long 
any where, 

LETTER XXVII. 
Pr. SWIFT to Mrs. PILKINGTON. 

MADAM, Deanery-rhoufc, Jan. 1,1732-3. 

J[ SEND you your bit of a news-paper 
with the verfes ^f-, than which I never faw 
vbetter in their kind* I have the fame opinion 

of 

t Mrs. Pilkingtonf when ^c was about fixtcen, hav- ' 
ing been teazed by her brother to write fome verfe as a 
fchool^ exercife for him, afked him what (he (hould 
write upon : Why, faid he pertly, what fhould you 
write upon but the paper ? So taking it for her fubjed, 
(he writ the following lines ; which^ four years after, 
were printed in one of the London news-papers. Vide 
PilkingtorCs Memoirs, vol. i. p. 88. 

O fpotlefs paper, fair and white ! 
On whom, by force, conftrain'd I write. 
How cruel am I to dcftroy 
Thy purity, to pleafe a boy ? 
Ungrateful I, thus to abufe 
The faireft fervant of the Mufc, 
Dear friend,' to whom I oft impart 
The choiceft fecrets of my heart ; 

U 4 Ah, 
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of thofe you were pleafed to write upoii 
mei};, jis have alfo fome particular friends 
of genius and tafte, to whom I ventured to 
communicate them, who univcrfally agree 
\vhh me. But as I cannpt with decency 



Ah, what atonement can be made 
For fpotlpr^ innocence bepray'd ? 
How fair, how lovely didft thou ihow» 
Like lillyM banks, or falling fnow ! 
Put now, alas ! become my prey. 
No floods can wafh thy (lains away ; 
Yet this fmall comfort I can give. 
That which deftroy'd, (hall make thee live. 

% Mrs- PilkittgtGn h^vipg^ beard th^t Dr. Swift haJ 
fcceived a papcf book, richly bound and gilt, from tl\e 
carl of Orrery^ and a filver ftandifli from Dr. Dilariyy 
ient him an eaglp quill with the following verfes upoi\ 
Jiis birth-day, Nov. 30, 1732- 

Shall then my kindred all my glory claim^ 

^nd boldly rob me of eternal fame ? 

To cv'ry art my geq'rous aid I lend. 

To Mufic, Painting, Poetry, a F^riend, 

'Tis I celeftial harmony infpire, 

§ W^^en fix'd to flrikc the fweeily warbliqg wire, 

1 to the faithful canvas have confign'd 

Each bright idea of the painter's mind ; 

Behold from RcphaeFs Iky-dipt pencils rife 

Such heav'nly fcenes as charm the gazers cyes^ 

O let me now afpirc to higher praife ! 

Ambitious tp tranfcribe your deathlefs lays ; 

Kor thou, immortal Bard, my aid refufp, 

Accept me as the fervant of your Mufe ; 

Then ihall the world my wondVous worth declare^ 

^n(| all mankind your matchlefs Pen revere^ 

& ^ilh of tU harpfuhord^ 
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fticw therji, except to a very few, I hope, 
for both our fakes, others will do it for me* 
I can only aflure you I value your prefent, 
as much as either of the others, only you 
piuft permit it to be turned into a pen; 
which office I will perform with my own 
hand, and never permit any other to ufe it. 
I heartily wi(h you many happy new yeara ; 
jind am, with true efteem. Madam, your 
pioft obliged frien4 and fervant, 

J. SWIFT, 

, L E T T E R XXVIII. 
Pr. SWIFT to the Earl of ORRERY, 

MY LORD^ January, 1732-3. 

JL T is fome time fince Mrs. Ball gave me, 
inclofed and directed to me, your lord(hip*s 
verfes, in your own hand, with the altera- 
tions you were pleafed to make, for which I 
have long deferred my acknowledgements ; 
and if I were to follow the courfe of my 
own nature, the delay fhould be longer: 
t)ecaufe, although I believe no man hath a 
more grateful feqfe of a real honour done 
them th^n myfelf, yet no man is in more 
f onfuHqn how to exprefs !(• Although I 

M 
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had not the lead hand in publi(hing thoie 
verfes (which would have ill become me) 
yet I will not be (o afFeftcd as to conceal the 
pride I have in feeing them abroad, what-* 
ever enmity they may procure againft your 
lord(hipf for publickly favouring one (b ob- 
noxious to prefent powers, and turning their 
hatred into envy; which laft, as it is more 
tormenting to the owners, will better gra- 
tify my revenge. And of this advantage I 
(hall make the proper ufe, leaving your 
lordfhip to fliift for yourfelf, without the 
leaft grain of pity for what you may fuffcr. 

In the mean time, I beg you to accept 
my moft humble thanks for the honour done 
me by fo excellent a performance,, on fo bar- 
yen a fubjeft ; by which words I wifely aq^ 
ticipate the cenfure of all thofe who love 
me not : in fpight of whom it will be faid, 
^n future ages. That one of lord Orr^'s 
^rft eflays in poetry were thefe verfes on Dr. 
'$wfft. That your lordftiip may go on to be 
the great example, reftorer, and patron, of 
virtue, learning and wit, in a moft corrupt, 
ftupid, and ignorant age and nation, fhall be 
the conftant wifh, hope, and prayer, of, My 
Lord, your moft obedient, obliged, and moft 
humble fervant, J. SWIFT, 



( m > 

LETTER XXIX 
Mifs KELLY .to Dr. SWJFTt 

Jarvis-ftreet, fix o*clofek, 'Friday 
SIR, evening,. Feb, ^, 1732-3*' 

i BA^CED {0 lemg laft Hi^t, that I 
have not been able till this moment to thank 
Vou Ifdttti^ goodriefs yet! /hewed me this 
mottling. Be affured tSbe^fevoors you beftow 
tbii nte ar^ rcteeivcfd with the greatcft plea- 
fore, ibdl6nfly afn forry thftt ft is not in 
my power to-conviftte-you that bo body can 
ict^ highfer value on your friendChip than I 
do. 

Ihdetd 1 have an implicit ftlth in your 
iriediciriie j for iforily defpiflng the poets can 
hinder its proving efTedlual, I muft certainly 
receive from it all the benefit I defire ; for 
l-eally I am quite of the other fide, and am 
a fincere admirer of all the good poets ; but 
am more particularly attached to the bef(. 
What I (hall (lo to convince you of the 
truth of this I cannot determine : but furely 
the care I fhall always take to mend upon 
your reproofs, will, in time, let you know 
that nobody can defire more fincerely to 

pleafc 
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pleafe you than, Sir, your mod obliged and 
moft faithful humble fervant, 

F. A. KELLY. 

I am half aflccp, fo don't be angry at thefe 

blots. 
Being out of cafh at prefent, I fend you 
xny note, which I hope will fatisfy 
you, 

I acknowledge to be indebted to the 
Reverend Dodor Swifty Deah of 
St. Patrick's^ the fum of o /. i /. 
li d. per value received, ^s zd 
day oi Feb. 1732-3. 

FRANCES ARABELLA KELLY ♦. 

* This promiflary note is pinned to the letter. It 
certainly is an anfwpr to fome whim or oth^ of the 
Poftor's. 
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LETTER XXX. 

J, BARBER, Lord-Mayor of London, 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, Feb. 6, 1731- 3. 



B. 



Queen Annes Birth-day : 
The bells all ringing. 



lELIEVE me, Sir, and it is with great 
truth I ipeak it, that there is not a peribn 
in the world I would fooner oblige than 
yourfelf ; and I fhould be glad to have it in 
my power to ferve Mrs. Barber in the way 
you mention ; but it is odds it may not be 
in my power, for many things may fall, that 
^her ^oufe is not fit for ; as, all places re- 
lating to the law, he can have no pretenfions 
to. There are a dozen perfons in my houfe, 
called Lord-mayor's Officers, who wear 
black gowns, and give from eight to nine 

-hundred pounds for their places, which at 

^firfl they make about fixty pounds ^^r annum 
of, and rife in time to three or four hundred 

'pounds; but they are generally young men. 

'Thefe plkces, I fuppofe, fhould any one £dl, 
would not be thought good enough. . There 

are 
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are many other places In my gift. We have 
had mayors gone .through the office who 
have not got one hundrca pounds, and others 
bgve got ten thoufand pounds: it is all 
chance. I have gone through the fourth 
part of my year, and have got only about 
two hundred guineas, by the deaths of one 
of the city-mufick, and a porter to Guild- 
hall. 

But fuppofc a place fhould fall worth 
fifteen ; hundred or two thoufand pounds, 
that he may be fit for, one-third of the 
.purchafe goes to the city, and muft be paid 
before his admiffion ; the other two^thirds 
are mine: but I cannot put a lefs price 
than was paid before, becaofe the laft, price 
is entered in the city books. 

I know you love particulars, and thus 
you have the cafe as it (lands. 

You will give me leave to add a word or 
two, whkh I do in confidence. That IJbave 
been, for many years, plagued with a fctt 
of ungrateful mongers,, called G^tifns, that 
I tremble at the name; and tho^g^ I ^ive 
yearly penfidns to fome,,and naondMy wd 
weekly to others, all won't .do, aod I aifl 
.infulted and abufed by themj and caaYjbdfp 
niyfclf. 

a NcWi 
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Now, as Mrs. Barber and her family de- 
fign to fettle here, andfhe has done me th^ 
honour in moft places to call me Coufin^ I 
hope it will not be expcdled I fhould have 
the care of them. I have very ill health ; 
and any additional care that way would hurt 
me very much ; but for doing her and her 
family any good offices, I fhall never be 
wanting^ 

I riiuft now beg leave to return you mf 
thanks for your affedionate and kind wiihes* 
*The honour, I own, is very great I am in 
poffeffion of, and I am fenfible I am placed 
aloft, and that all my words and adtions are 
fcanned ; but I will not be difcouraged, and 
hope rihall get through with honour. One 
motive for making me think fo, is the great 
pleafure ahd fatisfadion I have in the hopes 
of feeing you here, where your advice and 
example will be of great ufe ; and therefore 
I hope you will lofe no time, but come away^ 
and I will fit up an apartment for you in 
S^eerCs-fquare^ and another at Sheen (which 
I hope you will accept) places that I (hall 
hirdly be able to fee this year. 

Mr. PiUington gains daily upon us, and 
comes out a facetious agreeable fellow. I 
<!if ried him t'other day to fee her grace of 

Bucks 
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Buds in the Park. Her grace feeing hini^ 
afked Who he was ? I anfwcrcd. He was 
a prefcnt from yoii frbm Dublin. She fmiU 
iogly rcply'd, He is no fool then, I am furei 
I ftiaJI conclude a long dull letter, with 
my fincere wiflies for your health and proA 
pcrity, and that you would not delay one 
hour coming to blefs your friends here with 
your company ; which by none is more de- 
fired than, Sir, your mod obedient and moft 
liumble fervant, 

J. BARBER. 

LETTER XXXI. 
Countefs of KERRY to Dr. SWIFT^ 

^^ Lixnaw, March 4, i732-3« 

A H E kind concern and friendly femeni- 
brance of the moft efteemed dean of St. Prf- 
trick's^ has raifed in me a fatisfadtion and 
pleafure that I had almoft given up, having 
been refolved a good while humbly to con- 
tent myfclf in a ftate of indolence arid irt- 
difference ; and, if I could avoid the pains 
of body and mind, not to feek further after 
thofe points in life, I fo long and vainly 
purfued : but you have invaded my trancfuit- 

lit/ 
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lity in 1 manner I muft not only forgive, 
but pay my acknowledgments for, fince at 
the fame time that you make a melancholy 
repreferitation of my misfortunes, you ftrike 
a light for me from another quarter from 
whence to raife hope. I moft heartily re- 
joice in what you tell me of Mr. Fitzmau^ 
ric€j who has indeed given me an undeniable 
mark of tafte, by the fenfe he has of the 
honour you do him in letting him into your 
fociety, from whence it is impoflible to come 
without fome good influence. For my part, 
I grieve at the interval that neceflity fcems 
to call for, to interrupt fuch advantage, and 
It is my ftudy to find an occafion indifpcn- 
lable that he may return*; and, as I think> 
to be a member of our fenate houfe is the 
beft way to lead a young man into the world, 
I have been watching a good while for fome 
gap in that body, that he might ftep into. 
There feems now to offer one on the death 
of Sir Ralph Gore, that may not be imprac- 
ticable, fince it is a very finall borough in* 
Lircly belonging, as I am informed, to the 
jifhop of Clogher^ who, I dare fay, is above 
ii/pofing of it for Court favour only, or to 

• It Is prcfumcd, from his (ravels. 

Vol. V. X the 
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the higheft bidder ; praftices much in f^fhion 
of late. Might I not then prefume upon 
your friendfhip with the bifliop, to rccom* 
mend this young man as an honed one at 
prefent, and whom he might devote to his 
fervice by fo great and feafonable an obliga- 
tion, befides paying an acknowledgment that, 
in gratitude^ is due/ although the peribn 
were never fo well qualified: thus much furc 
I may fay without cenfure. If I have taken 
too great liberty in recommending this mat- 
ter to youy forgive me, and impute it to my 
zeal in endeavouring to take all opportunities 
to turn this lad into the world, that I may 
fee what figure he will be likely to make 
hereafter- But if I don*t fucceed in this^ 
or any other attempt, I thank Providence 
lincerely, I can now boaft I have attained 
philofophy enough to take every thing with 
patience as it comes, by no means thinking 
myfelf too good to be the fport of higher 
powers; and my chriftian duty will not 
permit me to look for reafons. As little 
wifdom as I have bought, I wifh I had had 
it fooner ; now it is too late. La farce ejl 
jouJ, and my curtain almoft drawn ; fo that 
if I could, 1 would no more traffick with the 
world upon my own account : friendfliip 

only 
4 



( 3^7 ) 

only is what I dill mud always value ; yours, 
furely, is more than comes to my (hare. 

You are very good to enquire after my 
eyes : they are, indeed, well beyond my ex- 
peAationj but are to me like the mifer's 
gold J hoarded up as imaginary treafure that 
one wants, at tiie fame time that one pof^ 
fefles ; for &> much as this letter I have not 
taxed them a long time. I (hall, wit^ at- 
tention, obferve all you recommend to me 
in the way of pafling my time ; and do daily 
fee reafon to refpedt la bagatelle ^j yet are 
there fome places where that is too infipid 
to be made any ofe of. I have an excellent 
chaplain, that I employ in reading, and my 
domeftick. HandicralFts and gardening do 
the reft. As for quadrille, it is a part of 
entertainment only for ftrangers. What fhall 
I fay for taking up fo much of your time ? 
Forgive, dear Dean, your moft real and 
faithful humble fervant, 

A.KERRY. 
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• LETTER XXXir. 
CHARLES FORD, Efq; to Dr. SWIFT* 

London, April 14, 1733* 

X AM cxtreamly concerned to hear the bad 
ftate of your health. I have often wifhed 
that you would be more moderate in your 
walks; for though riding has always been 
allowed to be good for a giddy head, I never 
heard walking prcfcribed for a flrain^ or any 
ailment in the leg ; and the violent fweats 
you put yourfclf into, are apt to give colds, 
and, I doubt, occafion much of your other 
diforden I am confident you would find 
yourfelf better here ; and even the journey 
would be of great ufe to you. I was vaftly 
pleafed to hear my lord-mayor talk of the 
delight he fhould have in feeing you this 
year, that he might fhew you a creature of 
your own making. He has behaved himfelf 
{o well in his publick capacity, that, whe- 
ther it be his humility, or his pride, he dc- 
ferves to be gratified. I could heartily wifli 
your other complaints were as much without 
foundation, as that of having loft half your 
memory, and all your invention. I will 
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venture to pronounce you have more left of 
the firft than moft men, and of the laft 
than any man now alive. While the Excifes 
were depending, you were expected every 
day ; for it was faid, Why (hould not he 
fhew as much regard for the Liberty of Eng^ 
land, as he did for the Money of Ireland ? 
I wifh.you had been here, though the affair, 
in my opinion, is happily ended. Many 
people are offended that the bills were dropt, 
and not rejedled, and the authors of the 
fcheme left unpunifhed. It was abfolutely 
impoflible to have carried it otherwife. You 
have heard Sir Robert Walpole^ and one or 
two more coming out of the houfc, were 
infulted. A few of that rabble have been 
feized, with the ringleader, who proves to 
be a Norfolk man ; no enemy to Excifes, but 
an entire dependant upon the outraged per- 
fon. Though the rejoicings were as great, 
and as univerfal as ever were known, there 
was no violence, except the breaking a very 
fe\v windows, whofe owners had ftiewn an 
untimely thrift of their candles. I foretold 
Henley what his joking would come to ; but 
the mayor oi Southampton immediately printed 
his real letter, which was (liort, andextreamly 
proper. His defigned opponent at the next 
X 3 cleftion,^ 
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eledion, having voted for the exciie, will 
not dare to (hew himfelf in the corpora* 
tion i and Henley y after the divifion^ thanked 
hiin for having, by that vote, beflowed him 
fifteen hundred pounds. ***♦***♦ 

I have great hopes this fine mild weather 
will fet you right, and long to hear you are 
preparing for your journey. I am moft en^ 
tirely» your grateful, &c. 

LETTER XXXIII. 
Mifs KELLY to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Jarvis-ftrcct, May 4, 1733. 

X AM fure if you knew what I have fuf- 
fered for having offended you, your anger 
would be changed into pity ; for indeed. Sir, 
my uneaiinefs cannot be exprelTed. Of all 
the misfortunes I ever met with, this has 
given me the greateft concern; for your 
friendlhip is an honour that the whole world 
are ambitious of; but I received from it 
more than ordinary fatisfa<^ion« Judge then« 
Sir, how unhappy I i)ow am; and, for God% 
fake, forgive what is paft, and be; aflured 
my future conduit fhall be fuch^ that yoa 

never 
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never again (hall have caufe of complaint 
againft me. — I own you have reafon to con- 
demn my impertinence ; but, as I had not 
the leaft intention to offend, I hope it will, 
in fome mcafure, leffen the fault. Indeed, 
Sir, if you will be fo good to pardon me, I 
will make any atonement in my power ; and 
it will much add to the other obligations 
you have already conferred upon me. My 
health h fo much impaired, that it is but 
too probable that I fhall not live very long; 
and, methinks, it would be very hard to 
have the fliort time that is allotted for me 
made more miferable than continual ficknefs 
can make it. This muft be the cafe, if you 
do not, once more, receive me into your fa- 
vour : nothing I defire half fo much ; and do 
aflure you I fpent fo bad a night, from the 
thoughts of my misfortune, that ccJuld you 
have had an idea of it, you would have been 
forry for me. You might have fetn how 
dcprefled I was at fupper ; but not my in- 
dilpofition, but your cold behaviour was the 
red pccafion of it. — What fhall I fay, or do, 
to influence you to pardon me ? If true re- 
pentance for my crime, and a firm refolu- 
tion to be upon mv guard for the future 
^inft any inadvertent expreflions, that can 

X 4 give 
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give pfFence, will plead any thing in m^ 
favour, you will be (o good to pardon me i^ 
for I can affirm, that I will never offend yoix 
ftgain. Try me then, good Sir; and, if it 
is poffible, both forget and forgive the errors 
I have been guilty of. 

If you are not determined to continue my 
unhappinefs, I muft beg the favour of you, 
to fend me a line to affure me of my being 
pardoned; for my uneafinefs cannot be re- 
moved without it. I hope too. Sir, that I 
fhali have the honour of feeing you before 
J go, that I may in perfofi acknowledge how 
much I owe you, and with what (atisfadlion 
I receive your forgivenefs ; and, for God's 
fake, Sir, look upon me as you were wont 
^o do, for I pan not bear your coldnefs. 

I propofe, when I go to Brijiol^ to follow 
your advice, and fliould be much obliged tp 
you, if you would recommend me to thofe 
bo: ks that you think moft proper for me : 
and, if it pleafe God that I recover, you 
fliall find, that by the honour you have done 
me in advifing me to improve my mind, the 
deficiencies of my education will be made 
up, and I fhall be more worthy of your 
ffteem* 

I 
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I fliould beg pardon for the length of this^ 
but that I ftill could write on to afk your 
forgivenefs; whoam^ Sir, with true refpeft 
and regard, your moft obliged and mpft 
liumble fervant^ 

f. A. KELLY. 

LETTER XXXIV. 
Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SW|FT. 

SIR, London, May 29, 1733. 

. JL O U will find, to your coft, that a wo? 
man's pen, when encouraged, is as bad as a 
woman's tongue : blame yourfelf, not me : 
had I never known the pleafure of receiving 
a letter from you, I ftiould not have perfe- 
cuted you now. I think (a little to jufti/y 
this bold attack) that I am obliged, by all 
thp rules of civility, to give you an accpuilt 
of the letter you charged me with : I deli- 
vered it into my lord Batburjf^ hands ; he 
read it before ipe : I looked filly upon his 
afking me, What you meant by the Foflet 
affair f and wa$ obliged tq explain it to hini 
in my own defence, which gave him the 
diverfion I believe you defigned it fliould, 
\Vc then talked of your vineyard : he feemed 

pleafe4 
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pleafed with every fubjefl that related to 
you, and I was very ready to indulge him 
that way. I did not forget to brag of your 
favours to me; if you intended I fhould 
keep them a fecret, I have fpoiied all ; for I 
have not an acquaintance of any worth that 
I have not told, how happy I have been in 
your company. Every body loves to be en- 
vied, and this is the only way I have of rai- 
fing people's envy. I hope, Sir, you will 
forgive me, and let me know if I have * be^ 
haved m^elf right : I think I can hardly do 
wrong as long as I am, Sir, your mo/l 
obliged and moft obedient fervant, 

M, PENDARVES. 

Mrs. Donnellan is much your humble ier- 
vant, and as vain of your favours as I 
am. 

* Dr. Swift never could encture to hear any one (ay. 
Such a one bihaved well, He. Behaved f Behaved what f 
he ufed to aik with fome kind of emotion. I remem- 
ber his giving me an account. How he rebuked my 
lord Carteret for this, and that my lord promifed him 
not to be guilty of the like for the future. The iu^ci 
mark under tbefe words in the original, proves that 
Mrs. Pendarves refers to fome rebuke of this kind. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
Mifs KELLY to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Briftol Hot- well, June 2, 1733. 

X H E A R my agreeable ftUow-travcUcr has 
been beforehand with me in paying her 
compliments to you j but I cannot be fur- 
prized at that, for {he was formed to get the 
better of me in every thing, but refpeSing 
and efteeming you. That, indeed, nobody 
can do; for both gratitude and tafte con- 
fpirc to make me truly your friend and fer- 
vant. 

I have been, iince I came here, very low 
ipirited ; the companions 1 had fome part of 
my journey leflened my illnefs, or at leaft I 
felt not with them the fame weight that I 
did upon their leaving me : and I have of- 
^n wi(hed myfelf again in Ireland to enjoy 
converfation ; for I really believe it is one 
excellent cure for moft diforders. This is 
the duUeft place that ever was known : there 
is not above half a dozen families, and thofe 
are cits with great fortunes, or Irijh imper- 
tinents : the former defpifes one becaufe their 
cloaths are finer than yours ; and the latter 

has 
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has no view in keeping you company but to 
report your faults. This makes me avoid 
all communication with them, and only in 
the nK)rning I go to the wells : and, I thank 
God, I can fpcnd my time far better; for 
cither writing to my friends, reading, v^alk-r • 
ing, and riding, find me full employment, 
and leave me not a wifh for fuch company 
as the place afibrds. DodJor Lane (who, 
by character, is a fecond Mfculapius^ and 
can raife peopllc from the dead) is my phy- 
fician, and gives me great hopes of a ipeedy 
amendment : and, as I take his medicines 
regularly, and am up at fix in the morning, 
breakfaft at eight, dine at one, and fup at 
feven, I hope I may in time find fbme be*! 
nefit : nor does either the afs's milk oi' wa- 
ters difagree with me; and I think my 
appetite i5 rather better, I wifli to Heaven 
it was agreeable to your affairs to come 
here ; for I am fure you would like the 
fituation of the hqufe that I lodge in : it 
has the command of fuch a profpedl, that 
I (hould do it injuftice to attempt to defcribc 
it ; but the variety of the fcene is fuch, that 
one difcovers new beauties in it every day. 
I hope you will continue your former good- 
(tefs lo me, and let me have the honour of 

hearing 
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Iiearing from you fbmetimes ; for, in reality* 
nobody is more finccrcly yoiir well-wiflict 
than. Sir, your moft obliged and moft faith- 
ful humble fervant^ 

F. A. KELLY, 

Your expedition to Tal/ow * makes a very 
fine figure in print ; but, fince you have 
made this difcovery, I think you ought 
to fly to us J for, if Dublin be in dan* 
ger, the deanry houfe cannot be a fafc 
retreat for you. I wifli any thing 
•would fend Barber here ; for I was at 
the Bath to fee fome of my friends, 
and was forced to fwear that only the 
want of health kept her book from be- 
ing publifhed. I am fure you will be 
glad to hear, that a lady of very good 
underflanding, that is a particular friend 
of mine, comes to .me next week to 
flay while I do : her name is Rooke^ ad- 
miral Rooke's fon's lady. 

• The country feat of the archbilhop of Dublin. 
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LETTER XXXVl 
Mifs KELLY to Dn SWIFT^ 

DEAR SIR, Briftol, July 8, 1733. 

i CANNOT cxprcfi how mach pleaiure 
your letter gave me; to fay that it furpaffed 
the anxiety your iilcDce ga?e me, is idl the 
de&rription I am able to make. Indeed I 
bad a thoafand fears about you; your health 
was my firft care, and .yet I thought, that 
the Gods mufl take care of Cato; hut J too 
fearfully apprehended that the whole Club 
had quite forgotten the moft unworthy 
member that ever entered into their Society. 
For, though you writ to others, your hands 
were ufelefs to me i and of all our little fet 
none remained unblefied butmyielf; but as 
your letter has made me full amends for 
pvery thing befide, I muft be lavifh in my 
thanks. 

I am apt to believe that I really died on 
the road, as it was reported ; for I am cer- 
tainly not the fame creature I once was ; for 
I am grown fonder of reading than of any 
other amufement, and, except when health 
calls me on horfeback^ I find my only joys 

at 
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at home; but my life indeed has received 
great addition in its pleafures, by Mrs. 
Rooke's being fo good to come down to mei 
ihe has all the qualities that can make an 
agreeable companion and friend : we live to-* 
gether without form, but have all the com* 
placence for each other that true friendship 
infpires. You are fenfible that two peopler 
cannot always like the fame thing : this we 
make eafy, by following our, inclinations j 
for if fhe likes to walk, fhe walks, and I 
do whatever I like better. Would to God 
you were with us to compleat our happi- 
nefs. I had a letter from Mrs. Cleland to 
enquire about you ; fhe fays, (he hears yott 
are coming to England: furcly if you were 
you would tell me fo ; for few things in life 
could give me more true delight than th« 
fight of you. 

You are extrcamly good to enter into my 
affairs : all marks you give me of your friend- 
fhip, increafes my efleem for you, and makes 
me bear the common rubs of life with pa- 
tience. I have really been often tempted to 
let you into all my fccrets ; but the thought 
that you only could receive uneafinefs from 
them, and that even your advice could not 
remove the leaft painful of them» hindered 

me 
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iht from it ; for to thofc I beft love I ftirf 
remain upon thefe heads referred. Indeed 
the caufe of my complaints is of fuch a ha- 
turc, that it cannot well be told. The 
unhappy life of a near relation muft give one 
a pain in the very repeating of it, that can-^ 
not be defcribed. For furely to be the 
daughter of a colonel dartres muft to a 
rational being give the greateft anxiety ; for 
who would have a father at fevcnty pub- 
lickly tried for an attempt of a rape ? Such 
a Dulcinea del Toiofo is (hocking, I think. 
For if a man muft do wrong, he ftiould aim 
a little higher than the enjoyment of a 
kitchen-maid, that he finds obftinately vir« 
tuous. In ftiort, dear fir^ I have been fool 
enough to let fuch things make an impref- 
lion on me, which fpight of a good confti- 
tution, much fpirits, and ufing a great deal 
of exercife, has brought me to what I am. 
Were I without a mother (I mean, had I 
Jloft her in my infancy, and not known her 
goodnefs) I could ftill better have borne the 
fteps that were taken ; but whilft I faw how 
lavifh he was upon his dirty wenches, I had 
frequent accounts that my mother was half 
ftarved abroad. She brought him fixteeit 
thoufand pounds fortune^ and having borne 
7 fevere 
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levere ufagc fcfr near twenty years, had reCo^ 
lution enough td part with him, and chofe 
to take two hundred add fifty pounds per 
cnnum feparate maintenance rather than beat' 
any longer : and^ as {he could not live here 
upon fuch an income^ (he has banifhed her- 
felf, and lives retired in a country town in 
Prtf««.^^-^Hi8 late letters to me have been 
kind, and hitherto he has fupplied me well ; 
but in hid lafl be tells me he (hall not fee me 
till September. 

What you fay is^ perfeftly right, and f 
propofe returning to the Club as foon as my 
health will permit me ; but how long this 
may prove I know not ; for I mufi ftill pur- 
fue this cruel God * that flied me. 

I (hall go from hence, I believe, in a 
Week I for Lane only pours down medicines 
for the fake of the apothecary, and though 
he reaps the benefit of them, I receive none i 
and as he has not allowed me to drink the 
Ifiraters thefe three weeks^ I can have no bu- 
finefs here ; fo (hall follow HoJlings advice, 
and remove to Kenjington or Hampjiead with 
the utmoft expedition ; therefore I muft beg 
the favour of you to inclofe your letters for 

• The God of Health pocticrfly cxpreffed. 

VouV. Y m* 
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me to William Cleland, Efq; commiffioner of 
taxes, in St. Stephens Court, Wejiminjler. 1 
have difobcyed orders in writing fo long a 
letter 5 but I will not do this again : fo now 
be fo good to excufe the tedioufnefs of. Sir, 
your moft obliged and niofl faithful humUb 
fervaiit, 

F. A. KELLY. 

Write to me as often as you can, and 
make my compliments to all friends. 

Mrs. Pendarves is gone down with lady 

. Weymouth, whofe fortune was five thou- 

fand pounds, and has for jointure two 

thoufand five hundred a year, and five 

hundred a year pin-money. 

LETTER XXXVJL 
Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SWIFT^ 

S I R> Glocefler, July 21, 1733. 

iVl A Y I fey, without offending you, that 
I was overjoyed at the honour you did me 
in anfwering my letter ? and don't call me 
formal, when I aflure you, that I think my- 
felf made happy by fuch a diftindlion. It 
was ftupidity in me not to let you know 

where 
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where to addrefs to me, but I don't repent 
of it ; I have by that means tried your zeal, 
but I am afraid your good breeding more than 
inclination procured me that favour. T am 
refolved tq be even with you for what you 
fay about my writing, and will write hence- 
forward to you as carelefsly as I can ; if it 
is not legible, thank your felf. I don't won- 
der at the envy of the ladies, when you ard 
pleafed to fj.eak of me with feme regard ; I 
give them leave to exercife their malice on 
an occafion that does me fo much honour. 
I proteft I am hot afraid of you, and woulcj 
appear quite natural t6 you, in hopes of 
your rewarding my opennefs aiid fincerity by 
corredling what you difapprove of. And fince 
I have not now an opportunity of receiving 
your favours of pinching and beating, make 
me amends by chiding me for every word 
that is falfe fpelt, and for my bad Eng/t/hj 
you fee what you are like to fuffer : if this^ 
promifes you too much trouble, don't give 
me fo much encouragement in your next 
letter ; for upon fomcthing in your laft, t 
have aloioft perfuaded myfelf, that by your 
affiftance, and my own earneft dcfire, I may 
in time become worthy of your care. Va- 
nity {lands at my elbow all this while, and 
Y a ' animate^ 
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aniiratCB me by a thoufand agreeable pro^ 
mifcs ; without her encouragement I fhouk 
never have prefumed to correfpond with thi 
Dean of St. Patrick's. Some fey, flic is i 
mifcbievous companion ; I fwear (he is i 
pleafant one : you muft not be angry wit! 
me for keeping her company; for I hac 
very little acquaintance with her till I hac 
received fome marks of your favour. 

I received your letter but a little while 
before I left London :. I attended lord anc 
lady Weymouth down to Long-LeaU and lef 
them with a profpeft of as much happincli 
as matrimony can give; they are pleafcd 
with one another at preient, and 1 hope thai 
will continue. My lord and lady Carterei 
are both fatisfied with the difpofal of theij 
daughter in fb advantageous a ftation. Com« 
mon report wrongs my lord Weymouth ; fbi 
which reafon, as I am his friend, I muft tell 
you his good qualities : he has honour and 
good nature, and does not want for fenfe; he 
loves the country, and inclines a little toe 
much to his ftable and dog*kenncl ; but he 
keeps a very hofpitable good houfe, and u 
always ready to relieve thofe in diftireis : his 
lady Dr. Delany can give you a chara&er of, 
and is what I believe you will approve of 
I I 



( 325 ) 

I came from Long-Leaf laft Saturday^ and 
am now' at Glocejler with my mother and 
fifter. My lord Batburft was here about a 
fortnight ago ; I was forry to mtis of him : 
I have a double reaibn for liking his com^ 
pany. He has made me promife to pay him 
a vifit at Oakly Wood^ which I certainly will 
do ; I fhali with great refignation fubmit to 
any punifhment you convey through his 
hands. I wiih you could make your words 
good, and that I was a ibrcerefs, I (hould 
then fet all my charms to work to bring 
you to England^ andihould expe£k a general 
thanksgiving for employing my fpells to {o ^ 
good a purpofe. The Syren * has lately 
been at Oxford; vn parted very unwillingly : 
(he is extreamly obliged to you for remem:- 
bring her io favourably* I am glad Mr* 
Donnellan pleafes you; I know he has a 
high value for you, and I agree with you in 
diinking him a moft deferving young man. 
My lord Lanfdtnvn is much at your fervice, 
laments the days that are paft, and we con- 
ftandy drink your health in champaign, clear 
as your thoughts, and fparklxng as your wit. 
Lord and lady Carteret^ and my lady Worjley^ 

* Perhaps this was Mifa Ktlhf^ 

Y3 all 
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all talk kindly of you, and join their ^ifhes 
to mine for your coming among us. i rc-r 
queft it of you to make my humble fcrvicc 
acceptable to thofe friends of yours that arc 
fo good as to remember me. I am. Sir, 
your piofl obliged and faithful humble fer** 
vant, 

M. PENDARVES. 

Be pleafed to diredt for me stt Mrs. Gran^ 
mile's, Glocejier. 

LETTER XXXVIII. 
J^ord-Mayor of London * to Dr. SWIET^ 

SIR, GoldfmJths-Hall, Aug. 6, 1733, 

X THANK you heartily for your kind 
end affectionate letter, and I beg your par^^ 
don for not anfwering it fooner. 

I agree ^vith you, that I had the happinefs 
of lesming honeft principles early, froni a 
fjt of great men, who will ever be an ho- 
nour and an ornament to their country : an^ 
it is my greateft glory, that in the late affair 
pf the Excife Bill (though I did nothing but 

t Alderman Barhr. 
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my duty, and what every honeft man in my 
fiation would have done) I afted confident 
with thofe Honeft principles, and that my 
enemies, as well as friends, have generally 
approved my condu£t. And believe me, (ir» 
I fpeak it with great fincerity, that when I 
confider how fparingly you and fome other 
friends have ever been of your praifes, your 
approbation affords me the greateil pleafure 
imaginable, as it gives me that inward peace 
of mind, which the whole world could not 
purchafe. 

My lord Orrery's amiable qualities muft 
make him the delight of all with you, as he 
is truly fo with us s and when he comes 
over, your lofs will be our gain 9 as the proverb 
fays. 

I know nothing of Mr. Pi/iingtons affairs 
or expences ; what the city allows him is 
never paid till the end of the year : I have 
prefented him, at twice, with forty pounds^^ 
whidb I defign to make fifty ; which fum 
has but one precedent : generally they have 
but thirty of the mayor. His behaviour is 
very well, and he is generally efteemed. 

I fliall have great regard to your recom- 
mendations in favour of Mrs. Barter, and 
(hall pot fail of doipg her any fervice in my 

Y 4 power. 
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powcF. I have been thought to be i lucky 
man ; but this year fortune has been tny foif 
for I have had no death happened in my 
year (a fidler excepted) yet, nor have made 
500/. in all, But my friends fay, it is made 
pp in fame.^ 

I am very forry your ill health continues ; 
for I flattered myfclf with being very .happy 
w^ith you and fome friends, on the important 
fubjeft of the Cap of -Maintenance, Cuftard, 
the Sword, and many more laudable things 
iv\ the lord maypr's houfe ; and I ytt hope 
to have that felicity, for there arc three 
months to come; and who knows what 
may happen in thtt time ? Nay, 1 don't de- 
spair of fpetng you iettkd with your friends 
here, before we are many years older. Don't 
ftart! ftranger things have happened very 
lately. , 

I was lately honoured at dinner with the 
lords BoIingSrcie, Carteret ^ Wincbelfea^ Gowen 
and Mr. Pulteney\ and among other diings 
your name was mentioned, and lord Carferff 
inftantly toafted your health; and you were 
the fubjeiSt of converfiitiop for an hour. I 
^e\yed (hem your letter. | dare no( men* 
f ion what paffed, becaufe I know I 0iall of? 
fen4 ypuf (np^cfty j pnly one thing I will 

YCOtUW 
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venture to repeat^ That diey all fwore, that 
if e?er the wind fhould change, they would 
not long be deprived of the greateft genius 
of the age. The convcrfation turning on 
another fubjedt. Lord Carteret pulled me to 
the window, and bade me tell you, that he 
loved and honoured you, and fo you fhould 
find on all occafions, and that he toafted 
your health. This is literally true, upoa 
the honour of a r— . 

J dined yefterday with lord Balingbrokfi 
only ; he complains you don't write to him : 
he is virell. 

They fay you are nsaking intereft for my 
hrodicr of Dublin to be member of parlia-^ 
inent ; pray come over, and do the fame for 
me, and have the credit of both. My bro^ 
ther behaves himfelf wel) ^, I hear ; if it 
js. proper, my fervice to him. 

What you tell Mr. Pilkingtm of my 
^>eaking difrefpedfuUy of the Irijh is falic 
gad icandalous ; I never ufed fuch an ex<^ 
preffioa in my life : I appeal to all my ac- 
quaintaBce. I love the Irijb. 

^ Thia waa Aldefnan Fratcb^ an iron-monger, fup^ 
po&d by Dr. Stf;i/i^ and all others, f be the greatm 
ffu^lftrat^ that ^vcr liv^ in any age or wtioiu 

Pray 
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Pray God reftore your health; and be« 
Heve me always, with gratitude, your moft 
obedient humble fervant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

LETTER XXXIX. 
Mifs KELLY to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, Aug. 12, 1733. 

1am truly forry, my dear Sir, that I have 
not heard from you fo long ; but am much 
more concerned with Barber^s account of 
your being not as well as I wifli you. For 
God's fake try the change of air, and let 
not any other attachment than to your health 
employ your thoughts. Confider how dear 
you are to your friends ; but if that c won't 
do, let the dcteftation you muft feel, from 
giving pleafure to the unworthy, make you 
careful of yourfelf. Indeed I (hould be glad 
to make you fenfible, that yoa are valued 
by all that have a tafte for merit ; and I 
fhould be very much pleafed, if you would 
think you owe (b much to them, that you 
would, for their fakes, preferve yourfclf. 
Believe me^. Sir, illneis is not to be trifled 

with 
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^ith : I can fpeak on this fubjed as an ex- 
perienced perfon ; and I earneftly intreat you 
to take remedies in time. Forgive my im- 
pertinence, and be aflured that none is more 
truly zealous for your welfare, than your 

F. A. KELLY, 

LETTER XL. 
Dr. SWIFT to the Earl of ORRERY. 

MY LORD, Dublin, Aug. 20, 1733- 

J LATELY received a letter from Mrs« 
Barber 9 wherein (he dcfires my opinion about 
dedicating her poems to your lordftiip ; and 
feems in pain to know how far (he may be 
^owed to draw your charader, which is a 
right claimed by all dedicators : and (he 
thinks this the more incumbent on her, from 
tjie furprifing inflances of your generofity 
and favour that (he hath already received^ 
and lyhich (he hath been fo unfa(hionable to' 
publi(h wherever (he goes. This makes her 
apprehend, that all (he can fay to your lord- 
ihip's advantage, will be interpreted as the 
piere effcd: of flattery, under the ftyle ^nd 
(^tl? pf gratitude, 

I 
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I fent her word, that I could be of n 
fcrvicc to her upon this article : yet I con 
fefs, my lord, that all thofe who are the 
roughly acquainted with her, will imput 
her encomiums to a fincere, but overflowioj 
fpirit of thankfulnefsy as well as.to the hum 
ble opinion flie hath of herfelf. Althoug] 
the world in general may poffibly continw 
in its ufual fentiments» and lift her in th< 
common herd of dedicators. 

Therefore, upon the moft mature ddibe^ 
ration, I concluded that the office of /ettin/ 
out your lordfliip's charadler, will not conn 
properly from her ptn, for her own reafons, 
I mean the great favours you have alread] 
conferred on her: and, God forbid, Aatyou] 
charafter (hould not have a much ftrongci 
fupport. You are hourly gaining the love. 
efteem, and rcfptO: of wife and good men ; 
and in due time, if Mrs. Barber can have 
but a little patience, you will bring them 
all over, in both kingdoms, to a man : ] 
confefs the number is not great ; but that 
is not your lordlhip's fault, and therefbrej 
in reafon, you ought to be contented. 

I guefs die topicks (he intends to infifi 
on; your learning, your genius, your affa* 

bility. 
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lility, gencrofity, the love you bear to your 
native country, and your compaflion for 
this : the goodnefs of your nature, your hu- 
mility, modcfty, and condefcenfion ; your 
moft agreeable converiation, fuited to all 
tempers, conditions, and underflandings : 
perhaps fiie may be fo weak to add the regu- 
larity of your life ; that you believe a God 
and Providence ; that you are a firm Chri- 
ftian, according to the dodrine of the church 
cftabliihed in both kingdoms. 

Thefe, and other tdpicks, I imagine Mrs* 
Barber defigns to infifl on, in the dedication 
©f her Poems to your lo'rdfhip ; but I think 
Ac wDl better fhew her prudence by omit- 
ting them all. And yet, my lord, I cannot 
difapprove of her ambition, fo juftly placed 
in the choice of a patron ; and at the fame 
time declare my opinion, that (he deferveth 
your protedion on account of her wit and 
good ienfe, as well as of her humility, her 
gratitude, and many other virtues. I have 
lead moft of her poems ; and believe your 
lordihip will obfcrve, that they generally con- 
tain fomething new and ufcful, tending to 
the reproof of fomc vice or folly, or recom- 
mending fome virtue. She never writes on ^ 
fijbjedl with general unconnedted topicks, 

but 
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but always with a icheme and method dviv* 
ing to fome particular end ; wherein many 
writers in verfe, and of ibme diftindtion^ are 
fo often known to fail. In fhort, (he 
feemeth to have a true poetical genius, bet<^ 
ter cultivated than could well be expedted, 
either from her iex, or the fcene fhe hath 
afled in, as the wife of a citizen : yet I am 
aflured, that no woman was ever more uie- 
ful to her hufband in the way of his bufi- 
nefs» Poetry hath only been her favourite 
amufement ; for which fhe hath one quali- 
fication, that I wi(h all good poets pofleiled 
a (hare of, I mean, that fhe is ready to take 
advice, and fubmit to have her verfes cor- 
redled by thofe who are generally allowed to 
be the beft judges, 

I have, at her intreaty, fuffcred her to take 
a copy of this letter, and given her the li- 
berty to make it publick : for which I ought 
to defife your lordfhip's pardon: but (he was 
of opinion it might do her fome fervice, and 
therefore I complied. I am, my Lord, with 
the trueft efteem and refpeft^ your lordfhip's 
moft obedient fervant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 
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LETTER XLI. 
Mrs. DONNELLAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, London* Sept. 22, 1733. - 

JVN OWING your great efleem and ten- 
dernefs for mifs Kelly^ and that there is no 
one whom (he has fo high an opinion of, or 
whofe advice would fway {6 much with her, 
I can't forbear letting you know my thoughts 
about her at this time ; that I think ihe 
wants the afliftance and counfel of her beft 
and wifeft friend. As (he has been fa good 
to diflinguifh me amongfl her female ac- 
quaintance, and to fhew more confidence 
than in any other, I think I can better tell 
her mind : but, as (he has a natural clofc- 
nefs, I judge chiefly by hints ; for I believe 
ihe does not open herfelf entirely to any 
one. Her health I think in a much worfe 
way than when (he came to London : (he 
has ilill a flow fever, a violent cough, great 
and almofl continual flcknefs in her flomach, 
and^ added to all thefe, a very great dejec- 
tion of fpirit ; which la(t, I can't but think, 
proceeds in a good meafure from diiconteot 
and uneaflnefs of mind i and the phyflcians 

arc 
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are of the fame opinion, I have endeavotttec 
by all the means I could think of^ to fin 
out the caufe, hoping, that if it were knowi 
it might, by the affiftance of friends, t 
remedied. I know when a young perib 
(hews any difcontent^ people are apt 1 
imagine there can be no caufe for it but 
difappointment in love : I really think tfai 
IS not mifs Kelly ^ cafe : I have tried her t 
the uttermoft on that fubjefl, and I can' 
find (he has any attachment to any parda 
lar peribn» but that the whole world, c% 
cept a few friends, is indifferent to her : bt 
what I take her prefent uneafinels to proccc 
from, is th6 unkindnefs in general of he 
parents, and the fear of not being fupporte 
by her father in the way fhe likes, and i 
her prefent bad flate of health indeed n 
quires. She has a high fpirit, and can 
bear to be obliged to her friends, and'fh 
has not been much ufed to management 
She is here in a very expenfive way, wit 
her ficknefs, her fervanfs, and horfes ; an 
I believe fhe would be greatly mortifiec 
after appearing in this manner, to be oUigc 
to fall below it ; and at the fame time ft 
has reafon to fear from her father's bcha 
viour^ that he thinks little of her, and wi 
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ftot fuppOrt her in it: rtie has not heard frorri 
him thefe two months ; and the letters flic 
had from him at Brijiol were warning her 
not to marry without his content, enjoining 
her not to go to publiek places, and, above alf^ 
to fpend little money ; very odd fubjedts to 
one in her condition. Now, what I woulcj 
beg of you. Sir, is to endeavour to find out 
what are his refolutions in relation to her, 
and if there be any one that has an influence 
over him, to get them to convince him, that 
his child's life is in the greateft danger ; and 
then, perhaps, he may not think his .time 
and money ill employed to fave it. If at the 
fame time. Sir, you would join your good 
advice to her, I believe it might be of great 
ufc, either to make her bear, with lefs un- 
cafinefs, the ills of this life, or, ifitpleafe 
God to take l>er from us, to prepare her for 
another, and a better. Her humour is much 
fchanged ; her fpirits are low ; and, upon 
every little difappointment, her pailions rife 
high : you kndw, Sir, how bcft to apply to 
thefe. She is at Hampjiead quite alone ; and 
idthough her phyficians defire much fhe 
fhouldcome to town, fhe cannot be prevailed 
on to think of it ; fhe defires to be alone : 
even Mrs. Rooke and I, whom fhe calls her 
Vol, V. Z ' . bcft 
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bcft friends, arc troublcfomc to her. I Be- 
lieve I need not tell you, Mr, that I dcfirc 
this letter may be a fecret, and efpecially to 
the perfon concerned. If you have any thing 
to tell me, that can be of ufe on this futjcft, 
and will honour me with your commands^ 
dire<ft if you pleafe for me, under cover, To 
Mrs. j^nne Sbuttlewortb, at Mr. yourdainSy 
in Conduit-jireet. I fliould beg pardon, Sir, 
for troubling you with this long letter ; but 
I hope my friendship to mifs Keliyi will be 
my excufe. I am forry to write on fo me- 
lancholy a fubjed: and that I am fare mui[t 
give you uneafinefs ; but plcafed with any 
opportunity of affuring you that I am, Sir, 
your very great admirer, and moil obedient 
humble fervant, 

ANNE DONNELLAN. 
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Letter xLii. 

Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, Gloceftcr, Oft. 24, 1733. 

1 CAN'T imagine how my lord Orrerf 
came by my lad letter to you 1 I believe my 
good genius conveyed it into his hands, td 
make it of more confequence to you : if it 
had that effect, I wi(h this may meet with 
the fame fortune. 

If I were writing io a common corre(pon* 
dent, I fllould now make a fine flouriOi to 
cxcufe myfelf for not footer acknowledging 
the favour of yOur letter; but I muft deal 
plainly with you. Sir, and tell you (now don't 
be angry) that the fear of tiring you ftopt 
my hand. I value your correfpondence io 
liighly, that I think of every way that may 
preferve it, and one is not to be too trouble-^ 

Now I can't guefs how you will take this 
laft paragraph ; but if it makes me appear 
affcdled or filly, 1 will endeavour not to of- 
fend in the fame manner again. Some mor- 
tification of that kind is wanting to bring me 
to myfelf: your ways of making compli- 

Z a ments 
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ments are dangerous fnarcs, and I don't know 
how to guard againft the pleafure they bring: 
to be remembered and regretted by you, are 
honours of a very delicate kind. I have been 
told, that unexpected good fortune is harder 
to bear well than adverfity. 

The cold weather, I fuppofe, has ga- 
thered together Dr. Delanys fett : the next 
time you meet, may I beg the favour ta 
make my compliments acceptable ? I recol- 
Ie£t no entertainment with fo much plea* 
fure as that I received from that company; 
it has made me very fincerely lament the 
many hours of my life that I have loft in in- 
Significant converfation. 

I am very much concerned at the difordcr 
you complain of. I hope you fubmit to 
take proper care of yourfelf ; and t;hat the 
next account I have of your health will be 
mere to my fatisfadlion. 

A fev/ days before I had your laft letter, 
my fifter and I made a vilit to my lord and' 
lady Bathurji at Cirencejier. Oakly wood 
joins to his park; the grand avenue that 
goes from his houfe through his park and 
wood is five miles long : the whole contains 
five thoufand acres. We ftaid there a day 
and half : the wood is extremely improved 

fincc 
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fince you faw it -, and, when the whole de* 

fign is executed, it will be one of the fineft 

I^aces in England. My lord Bathurjl talked 

with great delight of the pleafure you once 

gave him by furprifing him in his wood, 

and (hewed me the houfe where you lodged. 

It has been rebuilt ; for the day you left it, 

it fell to the ground ; confcious of the honour 

it had received by entertaining fo illuftrious 

a gueft, it burfl: with pride. My lord Ba-- 

thurji has greatly improved the wood-houfe, 

which you may remember but a cottage, not 

a bit better than an Irljh cabbin. It is now 

a venerable caflle, and has been taken by an 

antiquarian for one of king Arthur %y ^' with 

thicket overgrown grotefque and wild." I 

endeavoured to fketch it out for you ; but I 

have not Ikill enough to do it juftice. My 

lordBathurJl was in great fpirits; and though 

lijrrounded by candidates, and voters againft 

next parliament, made himfelf agreeable in 

ipite of their clamour : we did not forget to 

talk oiNabotb\ vineyard * ajid Delnoille -f. I 

have not feen him fmce, though he pro- 

xnifed to return my vifit. 

^ Naboth's vineyard belonged to Dr. Swifi* 
t Dr. Delany% beautiful villa about a mile from 
Dublin. 

Z3 AU 



( 3*2 ) 

All the Beau monde flock to London to fee 
her royal highncfs J difpofed of; whUft ) 
prefer paying my duty to my mother^ abd 
the convcrfs^tion of a country girl my fifter, 
to all the pomp and fp)endour of the Courts 
Is this virtue or ftupidity ? If I can help it, 
I will not go to town till after Cbriftwias. 
I (hall fpend on^ month in my way to Lon-- 
Jon at Long'Leat : I hear that the young 
people there are very happy. 

It is a Uttle unreafonable of me to begin 
^ fourth page ; but 'tis a hard taik to retire 
from the company one llkfs beft. I am, 
^ir, your moft obliged and faidiful humble 
fervant^ 

M. PENDARVES. 

LETTER XLIJL 
CHARLES FORD, Efq; to Pr. SWIFT ^ 

London, Nov, 6, 1 733. 

X HAD the favour of your letter in Der — =- 
lyjhiret from vyhence I came laft week. J 
am extremely concerned to hear the ill ftaC^ 
pf your health. I was afraid of it, when I 

I T)ie late princefs of Orange. 
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was (b long without the plcafurc of hearing 
from you. Thofe fort of diforcjers puzzle 
ihe phyficians every where ; and they arc 
mercilefs dogs in purging or vomiting to no 
|)urpofe, when they don't know what to do* 
I hearjtily wifli you would try the Bath wa- 
ters, which are allowed to be the heft me- 
dicine for ftrengthening the ftomach ; and 
tnoft diftempers in the head proceed from 
theiice. Vomits may clean a foul flomach, 
but they are certainly the word: things that 
can be for a weak one. 

I have long had it at heart to fee your 
works colleded, and publiflied with care. 
It is become abfolutely neceflary, fince that 
jumble with Pope, &c. in three volumes, 
which put me in a rage whenever I meet 
$hcm. I know no reafon why, at this diP 
tance of time, the Examiners, and other po- 
litical pamphlets written in the queeii*s reign^ 
might not be inferted. I doubt you have 
been tpo negligent in keeping copies ; but I 
have them bound up, and moft of theip 
£ngle befides. 1 lent Mr. Corbet that paper 
,to corred his Gullher by ; and it was from 
it that I mended my own. There is every 
fingle alteration from the original copy ; and 
the printed book abounds with all thofe er- 

Z 4 rors. 
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rors, which (hould be avoided in the new 
edition. 

In my book the blank leaves were wrong 
placed, fo that there are perpetual references 
backwards and forwards, and it is more dif- 
ficult to be underftood than the'paper ; but 
1 will try to get one of the fecond edition, 
which is much more correA than the firfi, 
and tranfcribe all the alterations morexlcarly. 
1 (hall be at a lofs how to fend it afterwards, 
unlefs I am direfted to fomebody that is 
going to Ireland. All books are prtnted here 
how by fubfcription : if there be one for 
this, I beg I may not be left out. Mr, 
Crojihwaife * will pay for mc. 

The difientcrs were certainly promifcd, 
that the Tefl: Adl fl^ould be repealed this 
feffion in Ireland; I fliould be glad to know 
whether any attempt has been, or is to be 
made towards it i and how it is like to 
fucceed. 

We have loft mifs Kelfyy who they fay 
was deftroyed by the ignorance of an Irijh 
phyfician, one Gorman. Doctor Beaufort 
was f nt for when (he was dying, and found 
her Ipeechlefs and fenfelefs. 

• Mr. Ford's ftcwafd. 

Our 
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Our late lord-mayor has gone through his 
year with a moft univerfal applaufe. He has 
(hewn himfelf to have the befl: underftami- 
ing of any man in the city, and gained a 
character, which he wanted before, of cour- 
age and honefty. There is no doubt of his 
being chofen member of parHament for the 
city at the next eleftion. He is fomething 
the poorer for his office j but the honour he 
has got by it makes him ample amends. 

For God's fake try to keep up your fpi- 
rits. They have hitherto been greater than 
any man's I ever met, and it is better to pre- 
Icrve them, even with wine, than to let 
them fink. Divert yourfelf with Mrs. /^r- 
raly at backgammon. Find out fome new 
country to travel in : any thing to amufc. 
l^othing can contribute fooner than chear- 
fulnefs to your recovery ; which that it may 
be very fpeedy, is fincerely the thing in the 
world moft wiflied for by, your ever obliged. 
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LETTER XUV. 
Mrs. PRATT to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, London, Nov. lo, 1733. 

JMOT many days ago I had the plcafure 
of yours by Mrs. Barber^ whofe turn fecm$ 
to confirm die good impreflion yxm give of 
her. I want not more than your recom* 
mendation to engage my \ri(hes to ierve her, 
and alfo my endeavours, if any opportunity 
falls ip my way. Are there no hopes of 
feeing you on this fide of the wat^ ^ ipan* 
not the gre^t number of your friends, an4 
the great variety of conver£ition aj^ounding 
here, be fome Kind of inducement to your 
coming amongft us ? Is not Mr. Pope a 
temptation to one of your diilini3:io9 to dvzyf 
you this way ? Even the variety of peppk 
in this gre^t city might contrjibute to t^^ 
lamufement of your mind, as a journey and 
cxercife would to your bodily health. I 
would ufe every argument I could think of 
to invite you hither, and confequently to 
preferve a life fo beneficial to the publick, 
and fo dear to all your friends. You have 
a fpirit that ftiould prevail againft indolence, 

and 
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iand bring you into a part of the world, 
which calls aloud for your talents. This 
winter would furnifli you with many op- 
portunities of doing great good, as well as 
making a (hining figure ; which reflection 
gives me great hopes, that you will think it 
a reafonable obligation ; as in that cafe, like 
Pittas diamond, you would ftand alone. I 
wi(h I had a houfe in fbme meafure worthy 
to entertain a gueft that (hould be fb wel-* 
come to me. You furprize me greatly in 
telling me that my lord Sbelburne and you 
have not met, although he has been fome 
time in Dublin^ and to my knowledge is one 
of your great admirers. Why don't y6u fend 
f o my lord Dunkeririy who undoubtedly wants 
only that encouragement to wait upon you. 
You fee I want none to embrace the oppor- 
tunity of afTuring you^ that I am, with great 
cfteem, reipedl, and aflfedion, your very 
pfeliged apd moft humble fervant, 

H. PRATT. 



( 348 ) 

LETTER XLV. 

Late Lord-Mayor of London [Alderman 
BARBER] to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, Nov. 17, 1733. 

J\S I have now got rid of the plague of 
grandeur, and all its dependencies, I take 
this firft opportunity to pay my refpeds to 
you, fir, which I beg pardon for not doing 
fooner. The tranfition from Goldfmitbs-HaU 
to ^eenS'SquarCy is hardly credible jj for in 
one vie\y, to imagine the conftant hurry, 
noife, and impertinence I lay under from 
m'orning till night, in oppofition to the peace, 
the quiet, and great tranquillity I feel in my 
little retirement, makes me pity your great 
men, who certainly muft be ftrangers to the 
great pleafure I now enjoy. 

Before I left my office I took care to'do 
jqftice to Mr. Pilkington^ who has received 
more than I mentioned, and indeed more 
than any chaplain ever had before, viz. 



Of 
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Of the city. /. s. d. ^' 

Salary - - - - 20 o o • 

Gratuity - - - 25 o o 

Gratuity extraordinary 21 o o^ 

— — — — 66 o o 

From my lord-mayor - - - 50 o o 

Five fermons preached before 7 

^ J. 10 o o 

the mayor - - - - ^ 

For a copy of one fermon printed 04 o o 



X- 130 o o 

St. PauPs happened to be fliut up in the 
Summer for two months, when the nlayor 
went on Sundays to his own chapel at Guild* 
ball, and his chaplain read prayers for eight 
Sunday mornings only ; for which the mayor 
got him from the court of aldermen twenty 
guineas. 

I have been the more particular in this 
account, becaufe I know your great punc- 
tuality in things of this nature, as well as 
to do myfelf juftice. How much he may 
be a gainer by coming over, I can't tell ; but 
if he had pleafed to have lived near the Hall, 
as. he might, in a lodging of ten or twelve 
pounds a year, he need not have kept a 

man. 
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man, (for I had more for (hofw than bufi- 
ncfs) nor given the extravagant fum of thirty 
pounds a year for lodgings ; he might have 
faved fomething in thofe articles. Had he 
lived in the city, I (hould now and then 
have had the favour of his company in an 
evening; but his living from me brought 
him into company, and among the reft into 
that of Mr. Ediuard Walpole^ from whom 
he has great dependences. 

I recommended him to Mr. alderman 
Champion^ who got the primate's wife's bro- 
ther to write in his favour to the primate^ 
And he talks of the living ofCokrains be- 
ing vacant ; if it be, I will do him whtt 
iervice I can. 

Thus, fir, I have difcharged roy&If of 
the duty you laid upon me, in relation to 
that gentleman, which I hope will be to 
your fatisfadiion ; for I will never be un-* 
grateful, though I have met with it fre- 
quently myfelf. 

All ypur friends in town are well, and M 
high fpirits. Lord Bolingbroke complains 
you don't write to him. Poor Mrs. Barbef 
has the gout, but is better. It was a great 
mortification to me that you did not com0 
and eat fome cuftard; but I hope your heiilth 

will 
1 
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will permit your coming next Summer. Wfe 
rejoice* much at my brother French's fuccers. 
I know you don't deal in news, fo I fend you 
none. Pray God continue your health, and 
bfelieve me always, with the greateft fincc- 
tity. Sir, your moft obedient and moft obliged 
humble fervant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

t. S. Why Mr. Pilkington fliould fend his 
wife home in the midft of winter, or 
why he {hould ftay here an hour after 
her, are queflions not eaiily anfwered 
I am not of his council. 

LETTER XLVI. 
Mt%. CONDUITT to Dr. SWIFTS 

SIR, George-Strect, Nov. 29, 1733; 

aVl RS. Barber did not deliver your letter 
till after the intended wedding brought me 
liither. She has as much a better title to 
Ac fr»vour of her fex than poetry can give 
lier, as truth is better than fidion ; and ihall 
liave my bed afliflance. But the town has 

♦ Thus cndorfed by the Dodor, « My old friend 
lilrs, BartQn^ now Mr^, Conduiu.** 

beeni 
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bcfen fo long invited into the fubfcrip^oiti 
that mod people have already rcfufcd or 
accepted, and Mr. Conduitt has long fine* 
don^ the latter. 

I fhould have guefled your holincfs would 
rather have laid than called up the ghoft of 
my departed friendlhip, which fince you arc 
brave enough to face, you will find divefted 
of every terror, but the remorfe that you 
were abandoned to be an alien to ybur 
friends, your country, and yourfelf. Not to 
renew an acquaintance with one who caa 
twenty years after remember a bare inten- 
tion to ferve him, would be to throw away 
a prize I am not now able to repurchafe ; 
therefore when you return to England, I 
(hall try to excel in what I am very forry 
you want, a nurfe ; in the mean time I am 
exercifing that gift to prefcrve one who is 
your devoted admirer. 

Lord Harvey has written a bitter copy of 
verfes upon Dr. Sberioin for publiihing (as 
'tis faid) his lordfhip's epiftle ; which muft 
have fet your brother Popes fpirits all a 
working. 

Tbomfon is far advanced in a poem of 
2000 lines, deducing Liberty from the pa- 
triarchs to the prefent times, which, if wc 
a may 
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Itaily Judge from the prcfs, is ribw in full vi- 
gour. But I forget I am writing to one whd 
has the power of the keys of Parnajfus^ and 
that the only merit my letter can liave is 
brevity. Pleafe therefore to place the profit 
I had in your long one to your fund of cha- 
Hty, which carries no iritcreft, and to add to 
your jJl-ayers and good vviflies tiov^ and then 
a line to> Sir, your obedient humble fer-* 

Vanti 

C. CONbUITT. 

Mrs. Barbery whom I hkd fdnt fo to dind 
with us^ is in bed with the gout, and 
has not yet fcnt me her propofals. 

L E T t E il XLVil. 

CHARLES GOOTEi Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

3 I R, London, dec*. 13, 173 j. 

ijEING indebted folely to you for a mofi 

Valuable acquaintance with the diike and 

duchefs of ^een/bury^ and fome other of 

your friends, I ought to have acknowledged 

it before. It is a common ftratagem of 

mine, and has always fucceeded, to give 

Vol. V. A a hints 
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hints in proper places of your allowing mi^ 
to Ibme degree of perfonal acquaintance with 
you, and I owe to it mod of the agreeable 
hours I pa0ed at Spa this Summer^ where 
they were -, I had flrong temptations, efpe-» 
cially at that diftance, to give myfclf high 
airs this way ; but finding the bare mention 
of my having been received by you in a 
moft obh'ging manner, was enough to do 
my bufinefs, and it being a faft I could ipakc 
oath of, I kept within due bounds. Her 
grace, who would be the moft agreeable 
woman in England, though flie were not 
the handfomeft, has honoured me with her 
compliments to you with a walking ftifk, 
the manufacture of Spa, wherfe (he had it 
made for you, and 1 ought to have delivered 
it two months ago j accidents prevented my 
leaving this place, and it is not certain when 
1 can ; fo that I muft fend it to you by the 
firft proper opportunity, but could no longer 
delay your pleafure in knowing it, and hers^ 
when you fhall acknowledge it. If I can be 
of any fort of fervice to you on this fide, 
your commands will find me at St. yames*% 
Coffee-houfe. I am. Sir, your moft obliged 
humble fervant, 

CHARLES COOT.B. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 
Pr- SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT*. 

DEAR SIR> Dec. 10, 1733. 

lOURS I receive Jf and if it loas not that 
I have a good deal of company to/up at my 
houfe upon beef grijkins^ I would go and 
play A gaqic of back-gammon with IVfr, 
fVorraVs tables, and be after winning fbmc 
of Mrs. Worral's coin ; I would not fear to 
win a crown-piece of bcr money by playing 

^Jjocrpence halfpenny a time. She is a very good 
hif^ and one that I have a great value for : 
I wifli tayjpoufe were but h^df as good, but 
of tbis I (hall fay nothing more till meeting. 
I bopc my goflip Delanys fpoufe is upon the 
mending band^ for they tell me (he has been 
Htely much out of wder. She is as good a 
woman as ever breath§d^ and it is a thou-- 

.^an4 pities that any thing (hould ail her. 
God Almighty wijh her npelh fcr I am furc 
if (he went o^\ the dodlor would not meet 
vfiAibfrfillow. I hope nothing ails her but 
zbrujh. 

P Indor(ed, <* Dr. SherjiJan^s infol^oop In prefuq^ung 
to anfwQr my e|o^€y(it Hyberniajm^ 

' A a 2 To- 



( 356 ) 

To-morrow I eat a bit with Mr. and 
Mrs. M^Gwyre : if you will make one^ yoa 
will get as hearty a welcome, as if you were 
their own father ^ for no hodj /peaks bettet 
of you than they. My humble fervicc to all 
friends and to yourfelf> is the re^ueft of 
yours to command, 

THADY O SULIVAN. 

I lodge hard by the Shovel in Francis^ 
Street. 

LETTER XLIX- 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. PILKINGTON.- 

MADAM, 173J. 

O U muft fliake off the leavings of your 
fcx. If you cannot keep z, fecrct and take 
a chiding, you will quickly be out of my 
fphere- Corrigible people are to be chid j 
thofe who are otherwife, may be very fafc 
from any lectures of mine : I (hould rather 
chufe to indulge them in their follies, than 
attempt to fet them right. I defire you 
may not inform your hufband ^ of what has 

* This Letter was occafioned by fome accounts 
from London^ reiative to Mr. Pilkington^ which iAsu 
Piltington has given ii9 atjarge, vol. i. p. ^^5. 
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paft, for a rc^fon I fhall give you when !• 
fee you, which may be this evening, if .you 
will. I am very fincerely your friend, 

J. SWIFT- 

L E T T E R L. 

The Biftop of CLOGHER f to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

Mr. DEAN, Clogher, June 25, 1734. 

1 HAVE a letter of yours of a very long 
date J, and ftiould, it may be, out of good 
manners have anfwered it long (ince ; but I 
thought it would be better to delay the an- 
fwer I was then able to make to our firft 
private meeting, which I thought might be 
ibon ; and for the fame reafon that delayed 
me then, I (hall put off my defence till I 
h^e the pleafure of half ^n hour's private 

• Dr. Steriii. 
^ : : That Letter of Dr. Swifth was dated in yufy 1 733, 
and printed by John/ion in 1765, No. 57. As 1 have 
* had occafion to refer to this coUedlion of Letters, I 
Ihall embrace this opportunity of acknowledging an er- 
ratum which efcaped my obfervation in the hurry of 
tftuifcribing them for the prefs. The fecond paragraph, 
K^o. 69, begins thus, ^^ Lord Bath^ &c." read Lord 
Buthufjiy &c, 

A a 3 con- 
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convcrfation with you, when I think I fhall 
be able to clear myfelf froni the heavy 
charges you bring againft mc; and th^e- 
fore, not to take any farther notice of that 
letter, I (hall, in anfwer to your laft, which 
1 received by laft poft, rieturn you my thanks 
for your having taken the famecare about the 
fixfy pounds, which at your requeft I lent 
Joe Beaumont, whofe circumftances at that 
time I was pretty much a ftranger to, as you 
have taken about the money you lent him 
on the fame occafion ; and as this iball ierve 
for a full difeharge of all demands I have on 
Joes execution *, fo I fhall take it as a fa- 
vour, if you will take on you the trouble of 
difpofing of that fum of fifty pounds, as aii 
augmentation to your own charitable fund^ 
or to any other charitable ufe yon (hall judge- 
proper, and that I defire may be without any 
mention of my name. 

If you defire an acquittance in any other 
form, be pleafed to draw one, and I will 
iign it. I fhall be proud of a vifit in this 
mountainous country, being, notwrthftand-* 

* This exfcution was againft the heirs or repr©- 
if ntatives of Mr. Beaumfin{^ who had died fevcral year^ 
before the date of this letter, ' 

ing 
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ing any coolnefs or mifunderftanding that 
has happened between us, as much as ever 
your affeftionate friend and fcrvant, 

JOHN CLOGHER, 

LETTER LL 
Dr. SHERIDAN to^Dr. SWIFT, 

Dp ARMK TER DE AN June a8, 1 734* 

I EXPECTURE anfer an d^ fuUone abo 
ut mi mortito dc. Times a re vcri dc ad 
nota do it oras hi lingat ahni e ftate. Mirc 
fe ver carinas vel res ad e villas a peni. Cur- 
fim I fc fora prime minis ter. ^Cantu res a 
Sum at ah an curfu de an. Atri do. Unp 
mi de arde annuo me agro at. ItiS hi time 
tot hinc ope in it. I ama non eft manicae, 
ac nave is mi averfio ni de clare. 

Ad unis at mi do ore fora Sum }o on da 
nat urn^, ab umbelicum in at his ars, as redi 
as aC at is at amo ufe, ora rati fe, orabat. 

lambicum as mutas a Statu ; as lasnas ara 
que ; as de 9 fas an ad ari^ ; as h^ a vi as 
an ailis ; as quadras a due ; afl: emas alam ; 
^s de ad as a do orna ilis ; as infipidas de ad 
vi negaris > ora potato in me, I re membri 
vas Q na time as qui cafa flca( a lisdis belli ; 
A a 4. as 
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fts meriasa Philli; as fullo pleas ac id} as 
fullo meretruc as ac it en is, oras ab a bopi 
na capis. I rite fi miles ofe e» cantu ritum* 
Udi ne at urfe de at mi o ufe. I vah belli 
fullo meato en ter tenus fit fora nil ordinis 
equi page, y va ftomachi me ope. Here is 
ab illo fare. Ago ufe. A paro dui^. Sum 
fis his, as a paro foles. A paro places. 
Apud in. Afri cafei. Arabit aftu in. Neu 
pes. Neu beans. Alam pij fit font minis ter 
Q (late. Acus tardis ^A it abit as at arti$« 
Afri teris mi de lite. Mi liquor iftoc que, 
it coflus api Stgla quarti a verrit. A quartos 
ac. Margo ufe claret as fine as a rubi. 
Craves. Lac rima Cbrifli. Hoc, Cote rotse. 
Spm Cyprus. As fine Sidcra fe ver Id runcat 
at ^vernc. 

Prsebe fpecus 4 Sup«ratpru$. Summas par 
a gudo .eat. Sum colli flo ures, ac ab age 
l$ti§ fora Sal ^d. Invita Isdito ac cum pani 
ure verens, nota prater, npta coquet. A 
grave matronis pro per fora grave de an, aa 
^a dodor, an das cole mas ter. 

I ritu a yetfe q na mplli q mi ne» 
Afla lafTa me pole, a laedis o fine, 
I ne ver neu a nifo ne at in mi ni is. 
4 manat a glans ora fito fer diis» 
' ' ■■ D« 
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De armo lis abuti hos face an hos nos It^ 
As fer a ial illU as reddas aro fis^ 
Ac is o mi moUi is almi de lite> 
* Illo verbi.dej an illo verbi nite. 

I figo imus te xato turn an dumus trans ac 
ure penie exceptive illuc. I fi pie in geftitjs 
fora negat eas ten Notabit fora cardami, 
norabit fora dl fe i, as mi^ra num has fed 
forti times.- 

I nono nues oiFa ni momento ritu buttabata 
i)is o ver at Dans iic. In Itali an in Ger« 
mani merce nari es defertum e veri de. O 
ne gener alis de ad ac an non bullit hue offis 
has ad. A fie et is prse par in fora fe fite» 
Me ni Si eges ara carri in o nat his time. 

Mi Magis as mer^ as an apis. Hx do es 
fe a qu£ cur a quae cur a cur. Hx is caper 
in in ac age me do Sali. Abit ob re ad is 
gener ali his fuper^ ora livor offa lambis. 

Mifer vifto alat o me» excufe mi has te ; 
pore ver an de ver ures 

TOMAS SER ID AN. 

Afri de at en ac locat mi Studij. 
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LETTER tn. 
The Earl of OXFORD to DK 8WIFT. 

OOOD Mr. &EAM, l)bTcr.ftrect, Aug. g^ 1734. 

XT is now fo long iince I have troubled 
you with a letter^ that I am almofl quite 
afhamed to do it now ; but the truth of the 
cafe is ^his> I cannot he longer eafy any 
further to defer my making my due acknow^ 
Icdgments to you in the heft manner I can, 
for the many kind remembrances t have tc^ 
ceived from under your own hand, and your 
obliging notice of n^ in your letters to Mr. 
Pope, &CQ, It was an extream gre^ pleafure 
to me to find that t flill maintained a (hare 
in your thoughts, that I was ftill worthy to 
receive your commands ; I did shy beft^ I 
did all tliat lay in my power to obey ihem 5 
I Willi there had been better iuccefs« 1 af- 
fure you this, that there is noperfon (1 ipeak 
without excepting one) whofe commands I 
would more readily obey than yours; I hope 
you will be fo good as to indulge me, and 
make ufe of your power often ; I value my- 
felf not a little upon this fcorc, and you fee 

hwc 
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here IkM tify it is for ]rou to make dno 
kfilpfpy, which is more than can be faid of 

I {hall now take the Hberty to talk to you 
a little upon fimily affairs ; and my encour*^ 
agenient to do^ it proceeds fromr this, that eve* 
finee I have b^en fo forttmate fo be aeqoalnted 
with yovty ydvt have in the kindeft manner 
ftlwa^ takdn a part in vtbatever fortune beiei 
mc or my family^ 

Indulge tberefi^ire the ibndnefs of a father 
to detain yoo fo loiig as to give a iincere 
friend £>me accouiit of the eompleating. a 
great work^ the difpofal of an only daughter 
in mirriage^ and in thefe times. 

The whole affair was conduced with as 
niiich care and confidersition as we were ca^ 
pable of: whem we looked over and weighed 
the many offers that had been propofcd to 
usi and What ibrt 6f creatures they were 
donnpofed of» thii peifon we have now cho^ 
fen had the faireft and moft unexceptionable 
chara£ter^ and as his compofitioa is the moft 
unlike the generality of the young gentle- 
meii of this agti^ which 3rou will think was 
|)o fmall ingredient towards our appcDbation 
qf him; as 1 hope and long much to fee you 
in England, I b^hiive when you fee the 

duke 
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doke * you will be pleafed with him^ and 
you will not difapprove of our choice $ u he 
is free from the prevailing qualifications of 
the prefent fett of young people of qualify 
fuch as gaming, (harping, pilfering, lying, 
&C..&C. fo OR the contrary, he is endowed 
with qualifications they are ftrangers to ; 
fuch as juftice, honour, excellent temper 
both of mind and body, affability, living 
well with his own family; and the manner 
in which he propofed himfelf was what be- 
came a gentleman and a man of honour* 
Thus you fee I have given you a long ac- 
count of this affair, and the reasons which 
induced us to confent to this match. I flat- 
ter ^myfelf that you will not be difpleafed 
with the account I have given you of the 
gentleman to vvhom we have given our 
daughter. 

My wife and my daughter defire your 
acceptance of their humble fervice, with 
many wishes for the enjoyment of your 
health, and would be very glad to fee you 
over here. 

Mr. Pope hzshcen upon the ramble above 
thefe two'lnonths : he is now with my lord 

• The late duke of Porilan J. 

Peters 
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Feterborougb near Southampton^ where he 
propofcs ta flay fome time. This morning 
died /F/7//> bifhop oi Wincbejler \ and is to 
be fticceeded by Hoadky^ and further I can4 
not fay. 

Pray, has Mr. Jebb got any preferment ? 
I was very glad to hear that he had a (bare 
in your good opinion^:" I hope he has done 
nothing to forfeit it. What has prevented 
Mr. Faulinerfrom fcndingoveryour Works ♦J 
he promifed to fend them over the end of 
lafl May at the farthef):. I am^ with true 
regard and efteem. Sir, your mofl obliged and 
mofl faithful humble fervant, 

OXFORD. 



♦ Thcfe were the firft four volumes in o£favo, which 
were actually revifed and correded by Swi/lf himfelf, 
is indeed were afterwards the two fubfequent volumes, 
printed by Faulkmr in the year 1738 : and, what 13 
very furprizing, thefe fix volumes^ as far as they run, 
ire ftili by many degrees, notwithftanding they want at 
prefent many illuftrations, the beft edition of the Dr/s 
Works now extant. If any one doubt this, let him 
compare Cadenm and Vmeffa^ or the poem on the Souths 
^iaProjeif^ a9 printed by Faulkmr^ with the Englijb 
edition J efpecially the latttn 
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LETTER LHl. 
Lady HOWTH to Dr. SWlPl*. 

O fbew yoa hour much I cmet josxt 
Gorrefpoadencc, I would not «ucn gite my^ 
fdf time to reft ; for gratitude obliget me 
to return yxau thanks for ail your favours^ 
in particular your iaft^ wftiich <]uke eund.ma 
^f my cold. I can, as yet, gire yov'Bo ac»* 
count of dus couAtry^ but that I have hocia 
mightily hurried^ iftttling my little iami^ 
We aU got fafe here on Monday night ; and 
this day was the fair of Bennet'% Bridge^ 
where I had two gentlpmcn on purpofe to 
look oat for a pad for you, but these w^ 
not one to be ^ot ; b,ut if there be any fudi 
thing to he had as a goi^d trotter, iiicbt .ai)M 
as I know you like^ I wiU have it. 1 4on',| 
know whether ^u will hOias free in writing 
as you are in fpeaking ; b.ut I am fure» were 
I at your elbow when you read this, "you 
would bid me go to a writing fchool and a 
Ipelling book. My lord joins me in beg- 
ging you will accept of our beft wiflies ; and 

hope 
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hope you will believe tne to be, wh«t I 
really am, your aj6re<^Date friend and hum* 
ble fervant, 

LUCY HOWTH. 

LETTER LIV. 
Pr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT, 



E 



DR DAY ANN Ayg. 16, 1734^ 

YE ma& aimed oiT knott wry tin twp 
yew bee four Butt may knee bees knees fefs 
hind red fow Inn trick Kate Eye cod knot;« 
Ewer Ink ly natipn Eye no. two words ewer 
fry ends Toby q there wife. Ha! view 
Spoak a knee Prgp hole awl too Dock tott 
Cocks comb Eye may Ann White c<MDt> i 
bout they Dean a wry off Kill mower a ^it^ 
I few heave, right two Their ever e^d Pock 
tore She rid Ann Inn call ell Ham ill tuna 
knee are Kill ice and draw inn they Count 
(pye Caw van. Eye a mag owidg two HeU 
turhet tw^ meet they ten Ants 0^ Druqt 
lean too race heave mow knee butt Eye far^ 
Ice hall mc taw a par ^11 off M T Pppk 
hoat^. Cap tinn Ham ill tuna mad dntob 
Ham ill tunn Ann dye ware a beau tinn« 
Aoo 4y« Ned inn a gaze ay bcaiu a puA a 

paft 
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paft Eye maid off any Sun. Oui tHun S^ 
your Ann very tea — Cant yew right all a 
mode a France hay ? < 

. The upper part of this letter muft he 
resid by my miftrcfs to you, who has a key 
for it, I mean her tongue ; but you muft 
have patience with her, for (he cannot fee 
well without fpedacles ; and when fhe hits 
them on (he cannot read well ; and when 
fhe does rea^d, (he can dot fpeak well, as 
having an impediment in her fpeech, which 
was occafioncd by a fright in the nur(cry. 
A little before I go to X)ublin I intend to 
kill a buck, and fend you fome of it. Mr. 
Hamilton has promifed me that favour. He 
has the beft and fatteft venifon I ever tafted ; 
and the fineft boat, and the fineft (ituation, 
and the fineft houfe, and the fineft hall, and 
the fineft wife and children, and the fineft 
way of living, I ever met. You live in Dub^ 
lift among a parcel of rabble ; I live at Cqftie 
Hamilton among gentlemen and ladies : you 
live upon chaffed mutton, I live upon veni- 
fon : you drink Benicarlo wine, I drink right 
French Margoux : you hear nothing but 
noife; With ravi(hing mufick my ears are 
delighted. If you were here you w6uld 
never go back .again. I fancy that I never 

(halU 
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mail i and that I (hall be able fdon to keep 
tny coach, and to bring you down into thi^ 
felyfium, which is both my tafte and my 
fchoice. 

Pouvoir choifir, & cholfir le mcilleur, ce 
font deux avantages qu'a Id bon gout. C'eft 
done un des plus grands dons du ciel d'etre 
h6 horn me de bon choix. And to give you 
a fample of my good choice, I chufe to end 
with thi^ French maxim, having no more to 
write, but my love to my miftrefs^ and fer- 
Vice to all friends. Eye am ewers to the 
day of judgmenti 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

LETTER LV. 
Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SWIF.t. 

SIR, Little Brook-Street, Sept. 9, 1734. 

A FIND your correfpondence is like the 
finging of the nightingale i no bird fings fo 
fweetly, but the pleafure is quickly paft, a 
month or two of harmony, and then we lofc 
it till next fpring : I wifti your favours may 
as certainly return i 1 am, at this time, not 
Only deprived of your letters, but of all other 
means of enquiring after your health, yoiir 
Vol. V. B b friends 
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friends and my coitcfpondents being di/perfed 
to their fummer quarters, and know as little 
of you as I do. I have not forgot one mor- 
tifying article on this occafion ; and if your 
defign in neglefting me was to humble me, 
it has taken effeft : could I find out the 
means of being revenged, I would mod cer- 
tainly put it in execution ; but I have only 
the malice of an incenfed negledled woman^ 
without the power of returning ir. The laft 
letter I writ to you was from Glocejier^ about 
a twelvemonth ago ; after that I went to 
Long' Leaf to my lady Weymouth i came to 
town in January, where I have remained 
ever fince, except a few weeks I Ipent at Sir 
John Stanleys at North-end, the Dehille of 
this part of the world. I hope Nabotb'^ 
Vineyard flouriflies : it always has my good 
wiflies, though I am not near enough to 
partake of its fruits. The town is now 
empty, and, by mod people, called dull .^ 
to me it is juft agreeable, for I have moft of 
my particular friends in town, and my fu- 
perfluous acquaintance I can very well fpare^ 
My lord Carteret is at Hawnes ; my lady 
Carteret is in town, nurfing my lady Dy^ 
fart, who is brought to-1)ed of a very fine 
fon, and in hopes of my lady Weymouth % 
7 - being 
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Dclng ibon under the fame circumfkiice. I 
nave not feen my lord Batburfi fince I was 
at his houfe in Glocejlerfhire : that's a mif* 
thief I believe you have produced; for a^ 
long as I could entertain him with an ac- 
tount of his friend the Dean, he was glad 
to fee mej but lately we have been great 
ftraogers. Mrs. Donnellan fometimes talks 
6f making i winter's vifit to Duilin, and has 
Vanity enough to think you are one of thofe 
that will treat her kindly t her lofs to me 
will be irreparable, befide the mortification 
it^will be to me to have her go to a place 
where I fhould fo gladly accompany her. I 
know flie will be juft^ and tell the reafons 
why 1 could not, this year, take fuch a pro- 
gress. After having forced myfelf into your 
company, it will be impertinent to make you 
a longer vifit, and deftroy the intention of it ; 
which was only to afilire you of my being. 
Sir, your moft faithful, and obliged humble 
fervant,- 

M. PENDARVES. 



Bb a 
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LETTER LVL 

PICKLE HERRING to Mr. 
FAULKNER*. 

S I R H A t, 

A RENT yoa the rafcal, that makes fa 

free with my family? Had you once 

recollected that, gracelefs and defpifed as he 
is, that fame ferjeant Kite % was my bro- 
ther, and, however marr'd in the making, 
was born to be as great a man as my/elf. 
Had you thought with what vengeance a 
man in my high ftation can efpoufe anyone's 
quarrel, and efpecially that of a,finkmg bro- 
ther, durft you prefumc to run thefe lengths ? 

Mark what I am going to fay ; bitter 

is the forrow, hot, four, and cutting is the 
faucc you are to tafte after your merry con- 
ceits on my poor brother ; and what mortal 

• EnJorled by Dr. Svjiftj *' An excellent droll pa- 
per." 

t This humorous letter, although addrefled to Mr. 
F-'iulkr.cr^ \v.\s ultiinateiy dcfigncd for the enlertainment 
of Dr. Stvift, 

X Bcttcj'tuoTthy ferjeiiiit at law, whofe charafter is 
v/c!l known loi the ailliuk he made upon Dr. Swift in 
'Vt: vcjr 1733, was fnequen'4y perfecutcd by the young 
pi:.*:'j under the name of i^ejjcant Kite^ 

can 
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can expedl better, that meddles with the 

very worft of the family of the Pickles ? 

Recoiled: at laft and tremble ! whom haft 
thou offended and ftirred up to wrath, thou 

little pitiful fwad ? More would I fay 

to thee, but that I take thee right, I look 
upon thee only as the foul pipe through 
which the filth and naftinefs of a whole na- 
tion is fquirted in the teeth of my unfortu- 
nate brother, the unlucky gracelefs dog, that 
has brought all this on himfelf ; but, alas, 

my brother! But however provoked, 

are your fcribling fpit-fires never to be fatif- 
fied ? one fhould think, that, by this time, 
if the poor foul had not enough, they cer- 
tainly had ! Is it not fufficient for them to 
fee a man of learning and law, a man of 
fingular inimitable eloquence, a man of un- 
par allel'd graceful adtion, a man of unfpeak- 
able, inconceivable truth, juftice and fincc- 
rity, exemplary religion, ftridl virtue, nice 
honour, and fterling worth in general paft 
finding out ; I fay, is it not fufficient to fee 
a luminary like this now fhining in meri- 
dian luftre, but anon fet for ever in a puddly 
floud ? Is it not fufficient to fee him fo un- 
mafked and ftigmatized, that he can be no 
jpnger a tQoI even for a court-lbarpcr, and 
B b 3 {yfWi 
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(what's worft of dl for him) no longer tq 
be in pay with them \ Is it not fufficicnt to 
fee his poor ikuU (God help it !) incurably 
bumped and bulged by that damnable bounce 
of his againft the palpi t-cornifh ? Is it not 
fufficicnt to fee with what pain and fliamc 
he wriggles along by that confounded iplin* 
ter of the bar, he lately got thruft into hi? 

a , and which has left him a running fore 

to his dying day ? Is it not fufficicnt to fee 
him, all the laft term, walk about in merry 
fadncfs an idle fpedtator in the courts, where 
he was not retained even for his moff noted 

talent of dirt-flinger ? -O you fwarms of 

green counfels and attorneys, I wonder not 
to fee you ported about Id/ers Corner, look-; 
ing ftiarp, as dinnerlefs men, for a lucky 
pop on a client; but why, oh ! why, {hould 
this ever be the cafe of my haplefs brother ? 
O Fortune, Fprtune, cruel are thy fports ! 
■ Is it not fufficicnt to fee him doubly 
tormented in patting a good countenance on 
treatment, which is inwardly gnawing and 
confuming him ? in which (late his whole 
comfort is, that, for half a fcore years at 
icaft, his confcience could never upbraid 
him : oh the comfort of an cafy confcience ! 
»:;~Tr-Ils it not fufficicnt to fee him at Ba/fy- 
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J^ellan^ and every where he goes, the com- 
mon butt of gihe, wink* and titter ? Is it 
not fufficient, that after what has been fly- 
ing about fince he left it, he knovvs not how 
to fliew his face in town, nor how to ftand 
the infinite n[)ortifications, he is to meet with 
this winter ? Is it not fufficient, that as his 
cafe ftands, it is the ferjeant againft all the 
world, and all the world againft the fer- 
jeant ? wretched cafe, when a creature has 
not even the cheap relief of common pity ! 
And is not all this fufficient ? No, the vi- 
rulent crew tell me, that as long as the ter- 
rible tumour in his breaft continues hard, the 
cauftick and corrofives muft be ply'd, and 
that none, ^ut injudicious quacks, would 
talk of emollients and lenitives, until fomc 
at leaft of the corrupt and fa:tid matter is 
difcharged. In (hort, they tell me, that as 
long as the caufe remains, and the world likes 
the operations, the cure muft go on the 
fame way ! Well, go, on ye fcoundrels, go 
on ! and make him as wretched and con- 
temptible as you can ! and when you have 
dqne your worft. Til make a provifion for 
him that fball alarm you all ; (hall make 
ibmc burft with envy, and others to look on 

B b 4 him 
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him with ^ merry face, whom fo long they 
beheld with hatred and derifion. 

To keep neither him, nor the world 
longer in fufpencc, know ye, that I will 
take him home to myfelf, and^^ after a little 
of my tutoring, not a turn in his intelleds^ 
cxpreffion, or adlion (which now arc the 
fubjed of fatire) that (hall n9t foon become 
matter of high panegyrick. O ye dogs you, 
ril fet him over all your heads ! I'll adr 
vance him to a place of performance, which 
he was born for, and which (however he 
jthought of it all the while) he was not ill- 
bred to : arid there he is fure to meet with 
the honour and ' applaufe he njight in vaii> 
expeft on any other ftage. 

As for your part, little pert whipper-fnap- 
per, Faulkner^ is it bafc fear, or is it un- 
lufFerable vanity in you, to talk of corredlion 
from the hands of my brother ? Had you 
been any thing above the forry remnant of 
a man, you might perhaps come in for the 
honour of a gentle drubbing ; but a little 
rafcal, jhat has already one leg in the grave, 
what fatisfadion or credit would it be to 
him to beat thee abominably, or even flay 
fhce out right ? No, but, Sirha, if our bro- 

thcf 
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tfeer Doftor Anthony * were alive, — --^rot 
you, in fpitc of your rafcally Kefuen^Bail, 
and your fcribling janifTaries, he ihould fet 
up his wheel jufl before your door, and on 
his pole, thruf): up yourfundaqient, hefhould 
(wirl you about till your brains tumbled 
down into the hollow of your wooden fhin- 
bone, and , till all the bones in your fkin 
rattled and fnapped like pipe*ftoppers in a 
bladder. Take that from your fworn and 
piortal enemy, 

PICKLE HERRING. 

Cork, Sept. the 24th, 1734. 

* A whimfical odd kind of man, who had abun- 
dance of low humour, and frequently ufcd to entertain 
the fchool-boys and populace with his harangues and 
pleafantry, mounted upon a ladder in fome corner of a 
ftreet. He died about eight or ten years before tho 
^ate of this letter. 
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LETTER LVir. 

Bit WILLIAM FOWNES to 
Dr. SWIFT*. 

SIR, 

X H £ R E are a fort of gentlemen who, 
aftdr great labour and coft^ have at lail found 
out, that two diflies of meat will not coft 
half fo much as five or fix, and yet anfwer 
the end of filling the bellies of ^s many as 
ufually fed upon the five or fix. 

1 have confidered that a like fort ef re- 
dudlion in other articles may have the like 
proportion of good tffcQi : As for inftance, 
when any one befpeaks a pair of (hoes, a 
pair of ftockings, or a pair of gloves, they 
fhould befpeak a pair and a half of each, and 
make ufe of thefe turn about : I am very 
confident they will anfwer the end of two 
pair ; by which good management a quarter 
part of the expence in thofe articles may be 
faved. Perhaps it may be objected, that this 
is a fpoiling of trade : to which I anfwer, 
that when the makers of thofe forts of ware 

♦ Endorfed, «' A humorous project." 

fhall 
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fiisll reduce their rates a quarter part (in- 
ftead of enhaniing them, as has been done 
in fome late years unreafonably) and now 
pught to be 1 educed according to the rates 
of wool and leather; 

Then it may be rcaibriable to befpeak two 
pair inflead of a pair and a half. 

Another objedtion may be ftarted as to 
gloves, with a query. Which of the hands 
ihall be obliged with Jwo gloves ? To this I 
anfwer, That generally the left hand is ufed 
but'feldom, and not expofed as the other 
to many offices; one of which in particular 
is the handing of ladies^ For thcfe reafons, 
two gloves ought to be granted to the right 
hand. 

There are many other frugal improve- 
ments, which, as foon as I have difcourfcd 
I'homas Turner the quaker, who is now 
upon finding out the longitude, and farther 
improving the latitude, I (hall be able to de- 
monftratc what fort of meat, and the joints, 
will beft anfwer this frugal fcheme, as like- 
wife in cloathing, and other parts of good 
ceconomy ; and they fliall be communicated 
to you by, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

PHILO MJE. 

From oiy obfcrvatory in the Parliament houfe, 
Oct i8, 1734. 
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L E T T E R LVIII. 

The Reverend MARMADUKE PHILIPS 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Marfton in Somerfctfliire, Nov. 2, I734# 

You may be affured that I (hould not 
have denied myfclf fo long the pleafure of 
that great privilege and favour you allowed 
me at our parting of correfponding with you 
whilfl: I ftaid in England^ but that I wahed 
to give you fome account of the fuccefs of 
your kind and friendly negociations for me 
in the letter you were fo good to give me 
to lord Orrery 9 and that I could not do be- 
fore this week ; for though I delivered my 
credentials to his lordHiip near a month agp^ 
yet we did not talk over the affair till very 
lately ; for as I thought it my duty to wait 
his time and leifure, I did not prefs him for 
an anfwer j and as I have all the reafon in 
the world to imagine, from the many friendly 
offices you have done me, that you would 
rejoice at any good that may befal me, fp 
I can at length tell you, that it was as fa- 
vourable as I could well virilh for, confidcr- 
ing every thing and circumftancc attending 

that 
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that affair ; for it fcems the fchcme in rela- 
tion to Mr. Taylors giving my mother and 
me fo much money for our good will in the 
leafe, can never take place, for many very 
good reafons hislordfhip gave me, which are 
too tedious now to trouble you with ; and 
therefore he only told me in general terms, 
that as he thought our cafe a little hard and 
fevere, fomewhat or other at the expiration 
of the leafe muft be done for me, but in 
what manner it was not pofliblc for him 
yet to fay ; which furely was as much as any 
confcionable and reafonable man (and God 
forbid that I (hould ever prove otherwife) 
could expeft : in fhort, his kind reception of 
me at Marjlon^ and the handfome manner he 
has behaved himfelf towards me in every 
particular fince I came to him, has been like 
lord Orrery himfelf: and now to whom muft 
I attribute all this ? not to any merit or con* 
dudt of my own, for I am confcious of none, 
but to the worthy dean of St. Patrick'Sy who 
takes delight in doing all the good he can to 
thofe who have the invaluable happinefs and 
honour of being acquainted with him ; and 
therefore what a monfter of ingratitude 
fhould I be not to acknowledge the chan- 
nel through which this intended bounty of 

his 



ills iordihip is to flow to me> let it i>e morS 
or lefs ? No ! agnofco fontem ; for without 
controvcrfy, you have bccfl the me^lnsof 
bringing all this about : for which I ihall 
fay no more (being biit bitter bad at mak- 
ing fpeeches) but the Lord reward you, and 
to aiTure you, good fir^ that this your a£l of 
friendfliip manet et manebit alta mente rep^ 
fidm. His lordfhip told me that he would 
anfwer your letter very foon; afid ai his pen 
and head infinitely tfanfcedd mine, it it 
likely you will have then a clearer and better 
account of this matter than I can poffibly 
give you. 

I have been Under an unfpeakable coilcerit 
at an account I lately faw from Ireland of a 
return of your old diforders of giddinefs and 
deafnefs \ but I ftill flatter myfelf that it is 
not fo bad with you as my fears have re<^ 
prefented it, which makes me long impa-^ 
ticntly to hear how you really are; but I 
am in hopes your ufual midicina gymnaftica 
tvill carry it all off ; if it does not, more the 
pity fay I, and fo will all fay, I am confident^ 
that know you 5 but furcly ten thoufand 
times more pity is it that you are not like 
ont oi Gulliver % Struldbrugs^ immortal; but 
alas ! that cannot be, fuch is the condition 

of 
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of miferable man ; which puts me often in 
mind of the following lines I have fome- 
where or other met with, which I apply 
now and then to myfelf; by way of cordial. 

What's paft, we know, and what's to 

come, muft be, 
Or good or bad, is much the fame to me; 
Since deathmuft end my joy or mifery, 
Fix*d be my thoughts on immortality. 

But hold ! I believe I begin to preach ; and 
it's well if you don't think by this time that 
I imagine myfelf in Ratbenny * pulpit in- 
ftcad of writing a letter to the dean, and 
therefore I forbear. 

I know writing in your prefent circum- 
ftances muft be fo very troublefome and 
uneafy to ypu, that I am not quite fo unrea- 
fonable as to expert it from you ; but when- 
ever your health permits you, it will be an 
infinite pleafurc and fatisfadion to me to 
hear from you ; and the fafeft way of fending 
a letter to me will be under cover to lord 
Orrery^ at Marjion^ near Froome in ^omcr^ 
fetp^ire. I (hall trouble you, fir, with my 

♦ Mr» Philipi's benefice about three miles from 
Dublin^ 

com- 
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tomplimeht^ to my very good friends aiA 
neighbours lady Acbefon and her mothe) 
for whom I have a very real efteem ari< 
value, and alfo to Dr. Heljbam and his lad} 
and with my very affedionate love and fer 
vice to all my Sunday companions at th 
dcanry -f-. 

I have no novelties to entertain you wit] 
from hence ; for here we lead a very retires 
and perfectly rural life : but when I get t 
London (which I believe will not be till afte 
Cbrijlmasj becaufe as I am within ten of 
dozen miles of Bat by I have (bme thought 
of making a trip thither, and try what goo( 
thofe waters will do me) you may depcn< 
upon having an account of what paffes i 
the political and learned world that is pofll 
ble for me to come at and convey to yot 
and I hope to be then honoured with a] 
your commiffions and commands in tha 
place ; for I wifli for nothing more than a 
opportunity of (hewing with how muci 
gratitude and true efteem for all your fa 

f It was cuftomary for the Do£lor*s friends and a< 
quaintancetovifit him on Sunday afternoons, and fpcn 
the evening with him ; fo that every one who was s 
leifure to go there, was fure of meeting vaiieiy of goc 
company. 

vour 
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vours, I am, Sir, your moft obedient and 
tnuch obliged humble fervant, 

MARMADUKE PHILIPS. 

I have feen your friend Mrs. Cope at Batb^ 
and fhe defired me to iend her compli* 
ments to you. 

LETTER LIX. 
Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SWIFT. 

5t. Mary's-Square, Gloccftcr, Nov. 20, 1734. 

SIR, 

X A M truly concerned at your having been 
(6 much out of order : I moft heartily vf\(h 
you conftant health and happinefs, though 
that's of little ufe to you, and only fcrvcs to 
do honour to myfelf, by (hewing I know 
how to prize what is valuable. 

I (hould have returned you thanks much 
fooner for the favour of your laft letter; 
but when I received it I was preparing for 
my journey hither, and have ever fince had 
fo great a diforder in one of my eyes, that ' 
till this moment I have not been able to 
make my acknowledgments to you. I won- 
der you (hould be at a lofs for a reafon for 

Vol. V. Co my 
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my writing ta you ; we all love honour and 
pleafure ; were your letters dull, do you 
imagine my vanity would not be fond of 
corrcfponding with the dean of St. Pa^ 
trick's ? But the kft reafon you give I like 
bcft, and will ftick by, which is, that I am 
a more conftant nymph than all your god- 
defles of' much longer acquaintance; and 
furthermore I venture to promife you are 
in no danger of receiving a Boutade^ if that 
depends dn my will. A3 for thofe fafting- 
days you talk of *, they are, I confefs, al- 
luring baits, and I (hould certainly have been 
with you in three pacquets, according to 
your commands, could I either fly or fwim : 
but I am a heavy lump, deftined for a few 
years to this earthly element, and can't 
move about, without the concurrent affift- 
a.nce of feveral animals that are very expen- 
five. 

Now for buGnefs : As foon as I received 
your letter, I went to your brother Lanf- 
down^ and fpoke to him about the duke of 
Chandoh. , He defired me to make his com- 
pliments to you, and to tell you he was 

• /. B. Dining upon two or three diflies at the dean- 
ry ; which in camparifon of magnificent tables the Doc- 
tor ufcd to call failing. 

very 
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Vefy fbrry he could be of no fervice to yoii 
in that affair ; but he has had no manner of 
correfpondence or even acquaintance with the 
duke thefe fifteen years. I have put it how- 
ever into hands that will perfue it diligently^ 
and I hope obtain for you what you dcfire ; 
if they do not fiicceed, you muft not call 
mc negligent; for whatever lies in my power 
fo fervc you, is of too much corifequence for 
toe to ncglcdl, 

I havt left my good friend, and your hum- 
t)!c fcrvant, Mrs, Donnellan, behind me in 
London^ where fhe meets with little enter- 
tainment fuitable to her underftanding ; and 
(he is a much fitter companion for the Dublin 
I'hurfday Society than for the trifling com- 
pany (he is now engaged in; and I wi{h you 
had her with you (fince I can't have her) 
becaufc I know fhe would bfe happier than 
^here fhe is, and my wifh I think no bad 
one for you. Neither my eyes nor paper* 
win hold out any longer. I am, Sir, your 
tooft faithful humble fervant, 

M. PENDARVES. 

I beg my compliments to all your friends. 
C c 2 
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L E T T E R LX. 
♦ ♦♦♦♦♦ to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Montrofe, Dec. 17^ 1734. 

OOME people here having flattered me 
that I have a genius for poetry, and my cir- 
cumftances a little favouring it, I have re* 
folved to turn my thoughts that way : I 
have already tried my talent on ibme little 
amufements, and have had the pleafure in 
iecret to fee them pretty well received 5 but 
few here being much conv$;rfant in that ftu- 
dy, can be proper judges ; and as I would 
not venture my charadter abroad in the world 
without the advice of thofc who have fuc- 
ceeded in it, I thought I could not more 
properly apply than to you, who have been 
pretty happy that way. What I mean is, 
that you would be pleafed to furnifh me 
with a theme to try my genius, with what 
rules you may think neceflary. I expedt 
your compliance with this, as it is the firfl:, 
at lead of this nature, you ever had from 
this place ; and as foon as it is finifhed, you. 

may" 
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may expcd a copy of the performance from, 

^, your moift humble fervant, 

« ^ « ♦ « ♦ ^^ 

LETTER LXI. 
Dr- SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEER SOAR, Dec. 25, 1734. 

li#YE ray moved mice elf too May jor Par 
rots yes flair day morn in Two mete they 
ten ants off Drum lean, two pea me fum 
Mow knee detv off Michael Mafs and March 
Gale. Eye fup hofe Eye fliall race heave a 
bout to hun dread pounds, or they raw bouts. 
Eye am fore Eye two here ewer health is 
knot bet her. Eye wood heave yew take 
fum ray maid Eyes firft, and then go in afli 
hays two week low, where Eye no yew will 
bee as well come as a knee i J in ire land. 
Yew no eye promifs faid too right yew a 
Nun inn tell liege eye bell Let her. He 
writ is. Eye main afs crop off it. 

+ As this letter fecms to have been written by fome 
very young adventurer in poetry, wc chufe to fupprefs 
the name at prefent, efpecially as we cannot tell what 
anfwer he received from Dr. Swifi^ or whether .after- 
wards he applied himfelf with fuccefs to Jpolh and 
the Mufes. 

X /. e. One. 

C c 3 Dii- 



Doglidge gravelfon mcltroQimoii tiagaroa 
refonfa fore monra pe nos fataa epronfa car 
iilomen fezindo crapenter fprami danfa pre-> 
zina mentre foga ni fon im contra fcrcz 
imilo fsik mitigan nafticx) dna cifa melifnot 
dlor calica doen ap fagen gefonda refilo na? 
mis fendo. 

I fupppfe by this time thofe laft fix lines 
have given you amufement enough; and tq 
put you from farther Ikbour, I tell you ho- 
ncftly, that they have no meaning at all. 

So let them pafs' for a Cffrijlmas trick ? 

But I defire that doftor Heljham^ and fom^ 
other friends, may take a turn at them i for 
it is not rcafonabic that ypu (hould be at al^ 
the trouble. 

Mr. Hamilton is glad the venifon got /afe 
to you J it was carried by a County-Cavan 
man in the 75.th year of his age, who went 
off on r/cdnefday morning, was back with 
us on «S^///r^^j^ night, in all 104 miles.—- 
Jic was much affronted that a young fcllov/ 

was propofed for the expedition There's 

a County- Cj-y^w man for you. 

As for myfclf, 1 am grown thirty year? 

younger, by no other method than eatings 

drinking, and breathing freely in this Efyr 

fmm of the univerfe. Happy will it be for 
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joa (if I misjudge not, and very fcldom I 
do, as you yourfelf can witncfs, who have 
known mc above fixteen years, and I believe 
a little niore, if my memory fails me not, 
as I have no reafon to think it does ; for I 
do not find it in the lead impaired) to con- 
vey yourfelf into the fineft apartment of our 
Efyjium, I mean to Cafi/e HamiJten^ where 
^ou will find a moft hearty welcome, and all 

the delights this world can give But you 

«iuft take me along with you. 

Nothing could give me greater pleafure 
than to hear that your innocent fubje(fls of 
the Kevin Bayl * efcaped the gallows, in 
ipite Bcttifworth -f- and all his add hay rents 
If he were to make them a holiday, it 
{hould make one for me and my boys like- 
wife. 

Sunday we had a very hard froft — ^Yefter- 
day morning fair — The afternoon, all night, 

• Dr. 5u//"/ ufed to call the people who lived in the 
liberty of ^t, Patrick's his fubjeds: and without difpute 
they would have fought up to their knees in blood for 
faim. 

t The right fpelling of this name is Bettefuuorth^ 
conftanliy pronounced as a word of two fyllables, until 
fame poems had come out againft him, and then Mr. 
Bcttefworth affefted to pronounce it as three fy liable*, 
to which this fpelling by Dr. Sheridan alludes. 

C c 4. and 
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and this morning to ten, was rain ■ N ow 
fair again, butlowring. 

We are juft now going to dinner at cap- 
tain Perott% where your health is never 

omitted, both as Dean and Drapicr 1 

forgot to tell you that there is a Drapier's 
Club fixt in Cavan of about thirty good 
fighting fellows ; from whence I remark you 
have, the heart of Ire/ami. Vid. Grier/on's 

new map. There is another Cavan-Bayl 

for you. 

I have no more to trouble you with, but 
my good wiflies for your long hgalth and 
happinefs. I am, dear Sir, your mofl obe- 
dient humble (ervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDANa 

If you go out of town before I return, 
leave the key of your ftrong box with 
Jane J, that. I may put my money 
among yours. 

t Dr. Swiff $ cook- maid. 
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LETTER LXII. 
Mrs. DONNELLAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR9 London, January 19, 1734-5* 

JVl Y brother tells me you arc fo good to 
enquire after me, and to fpeak in a very 
kind manner of me, which as it gives me 
the greateft pleafure, fo it raifes in me the 
highefl gratitude. I find I have a great ad- 
vantage in being very inconfiderable ; I dare 
believe people fincerc when they profefs 
themfelves my friends i I coniider I am not 
a wit, a beauty, nor a fortune ; then why 
ihould I be flattered ? I have but two or 
three qualities that I value myfelf upon, and 
thofe are fb much out of fafhion, that I 
make no parade of them : I am very fincere, 
I endeavour to be grateful, and I have juft 
fenie enough to difcern fuperior merit, and 
to be delighted with the lead approbation 
from it. My brother, fome time ago, gave 
me hopes of receiving a letter from you, but 
he now tells me your ill ilate t)f health has 
made writing uneafy to you. I grieve much 
at my lofs, but more at the occafion of Sf ; 
and I write now only to return my beft 
9 thanks 
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ihanks for your good opinion and defigns, 
not to folicit new favours, or give you the 
trouble of anfwering this. I hope next 
Summer to be in Ireland^ where I fhall ex- 
pert to receive your anfwer in perfon, when 
the fun with its ufual bleflings fhall give us 
this additional one of reftoring you to that 
ftate of health that all thofe who have the 
happinefs of knowing you either as a friend 
and companion, or lover of your country, 
mud with the greateft earneflnefs defire. 
You will laugh perhaps, fir, at my faying I 
hope to fee Ireland this year ; indeod the ge- 
nerality of our country folks who fpend a 
Jittle time here, and get into any tolerable 
acquaintance, feem to forget they have any 
other country, till a knavirfi receiver or their 
breaking tenants put them in mind of it ; 
but I affure you 1 have fo little of the fine 
Jady in me, that I prefer a fociable evening 
in Dublin to all the diverfions of London^ and 
the converfation of an ingenious friend, 
though in a black gown, to all the pow- 
dered toupees at <S/. Jameses. What has 
kept me feven years in London^ is the duty 
I owe a very gtood mother, of giving her my 
company fince (he dcfires it, and the con- 
vpniency I enjoy with her of a houfe, coach, 

and 
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jaad fervants, at my command. I fuppo!^, 
^r, you know that Mrs. Pendaroes has been 
for fome time at Glocejier: flic has prefer- 
red a pious vifit to a fick mother in^ a dull 
country-town to London in its gayeft dreis ; 
flie tells me flie deiigns next month to return 
to us ; the only uneafinefs I fliall have in 
leaving London is the parting with fb valu- 
able and tender a friend ; but as flie promiies 
roc, that if I ftay in Ireland (he will make 
at another vifit^ I think, for the good of my 
^country, I mud leave her. But whilfl I am 
indulging myfelf in telling you my thoughts 
^d defigns, I fliould consider I am perhaps 
making you a troublefome or unfeafbnable 
vifit ; if fo, ufe me as all impertinent things 
/hould be ufed \ take no notice of me : all 
I defigned in writing to you, was to let yoi| 
Jeuow the high fenfc I have of all your fa- 
vours, and that I am, with the greateft gra- 
titude and efleem, Sir, your moft obliged 
pbedicnt humble fervant, 

H. DONNELLAN* 

I beg you will be fo good to give my bcft 
yvifl^es and fervices to Dr. 2}^/a;7y and 
pr. Heljham, 
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LETTER LXIII. 

From fome Unknown Gentleman to Dr. 
SWIFT*. 

REV. SIR, Jan. 21, I734-S- 

X HIS letter is not to return you country 
thanks for your royal bounty to the army 
of Pama£'uu Every body knows that Louis 
the 14th built and endowed the noblefl: 
foundation in the world for his invalids; 
we in imitation have our Greenwich^ Cbelfea^ 
and KiUmainbam; and 'twas but fit that th^ 
king of poets fhould provide for his jing- 
ling fubjeds, that are fo maimed and 
wounded in reputation, they have no other 
way of fubfiftence -f-. The occaiion of this 
is as follows : This evening two learned 
gentlemen (for aught I know) laid a wager 
on the matter following, and referred it to 
you to decide ; viz. Whether Homer or Tlz- 
dtm deferves moft praife on the following 
account; Homer makes Helen give a cha- 

• This letter is cndorfed, Whmfical^ and Utik in it. 
t The writer feems to allude to Swl/i^$ then dc- 
figned hofpital for idiots and lunaticks. 

rafter 
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rader of the men of gallantry and courage 
upon the wall j but> as if it were not a fine 
lady's province to defcribe wifdom in Vlyffes^ 
the hero of his fecond poem, he makes An-- 
tenor 9 the wileft of all Trejy, interrupt her. 
The palTage in Tacitus is as follows, viz. On 
this year died Junia^ being the fixtieth after 
the Pbilippi battle, wife to Cajfius^ fifter to 
Brutus^ niece to Cato, the images of twenty 
.houfes were carried before her, &c. Sed 
prcefulgebant Brutus & Cajjius^ to tffo quod 
imagines eorum non vifebantur. Thefc gen- 
tlemen beg they may not have apartments 
affigned them in your obfervatory. Your 
mod obedient humble fervant> 

T. L- P. 

fie pleafed to dired To the Reverend Mr. 
Birth at Rofcrea^ 



L £ t T fe R LXlV. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFf. 

Feb. 25, 1734-5. 

Py Vrew Harry 25, 1734-5^ 
RAVE Etft END DAY ANN, 

ILYE fan fee they Rake ordtr is a decl i 
tory jaot ill man, bee caufe he mite heave 
icent his o pin eye on beef o'er this. Yew 
Ao eye heave fum mow Icnee too pea miis 
tear. Hen a wry, Ann damn inn hay eaft 
tub ring Matt Eyrs twack on clue (bun. 
JBye maid a nap point meant two Bee at 
they Dean a wry tun eye't, butt am pray 
vent head buy a ten ant in Jew red buy 
Ann at Urn I, buy home eye mud and. 
Eye am ewer mow ftob ay dy ant Ann dumb 
bell ferve aunt, 

Tom afs She rid And. 
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LETTER LXV. 
Mrs. PRATT to Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



SIR, London, April 4,' 1735. 

THINK you know mc fufficicntly not 
to doubt of a letter any way coming from 
you being acceptable; therefore anyomiffion 
but that cannot fail of an excufe from me, 
whofe friendfliip is pleafingly gratified by 
the honour f>{ having it returned from one 
of your diftinguifhing- talents and merit, 
whofe life I wiih to prefcrve, but wifh more 
to make it agreeable to you by the full en- 
joyment of health, friends^ fortune, and fitu- 
ation ; and my next defire fhould be, that I 
had a power to contribute to your attain- 
ment of any of theie comforts. 

Your kind enquiries in relation to myfelf^ 
only juftify taking up your time with fb in- 
figflificant a fubjeift, which I fhall be parti- 
cular upon merely in obedience to your com- 
mands. 

I liave no obKgations to the Court, nor 
am likely to have any ; I have to my lord 
Shelburne, whofe houfe in London is jny fet- 
tled habitation; though I am afraid two years 

will 
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will put an end to my good fortune^ th& 
leafe of the houfe, which is an old one, be* 
ing then expired ; and Co perhaps may b^ 
that of my life> which I have been long- 
tired of. Added to ray lord Sbelburnes fa- 
vours, I have great and many, more than I 
can exprefs here, to the duchefs x)f JBuci^ 
ingbam, whofe table is my conftant one, and 
her coach much oftener mine than I afk for 
it; befidcs, fetching me every day, and 
bringing me home, makes me (hare in pub- 
lick amufements without expence; and in 
Summer the variety of change of air, which 
her ftation impowers her to take, and more 
her inclination, to impart to her friends the 
benefit of, who cannot fail of being fo to 
her, if they have merit enough to be capable 
of being obliged by the moft agreeable fincere 
manner to engage approbation and gratitude : 
then I hope you think I have enough to do 
juftice, both in my thoughts and actions, to 
one fo worthy of it. 1 am. Sir, your fin- 
cerely obliged and affedlionate humble fer- 

vant, 

H. PRATT. 
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LETTER LXVI. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dn SWIF'T. 

DEAR SIR, April 5th, 1735. 

Among all the reft of Mrs. Sberidan's 
diabolical proceedings, fheisat this juD&ure 
carrying on an intrigue of oiarriage between 
her daughter — ^ — and a finical thorough fop 
♦ ♦**♦«♦♦ Por Heaven's 
fake, as you have been my bed friend, talk 
to the monfler upon this occafion (for it is 
the town talk) (he will not know how you 
came to know it; and among other que- 
ftions dcfire her to produce her daughter's 
work for thefe two years paft, and you will 
find not the fourth part of a poor fpider's 
day labour. This I have been from time to 
time prefling for to no purpofe, becaufe pre- 
vented out of fpight to me ; yet every 

b h in town are advocates againft me, as 

I cannot drink mountain^ fniyel, compkin^ 
and out-lie the father of lies. I beg you 
will only obferve her damnable hypocritical 
countenance when you charge her with this, 
and if you do not fee it transformed into a 
mafk in one inftant, I will forfeit all title to 
Vol. V. D d your 
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your fiiendfhip. Thus have I been linked 
to the Devil for twenty-four years, with a 
coal in my heart, which was kindled in the 
firft week I married her, and could never 
by all my induftry be extinguiftied fince. 
For this caufe I have often been charged 
with peevi(hnefs and abfence among my beft 
friends. When my foul was uneafy, every 
little thing hurt it, and therefore I could 
not help fuch wrong behaviour. You were 
the only one who had an indulgence forme^ 
And now I earneftly afk this laft friendfliip ; 
(for I (hall be afhamed to a(k any more) 
that you will interpofe your authority to 
prevent what may prove a greater affli6lion>. 

if pofliblc, than my marriage. Mrs. — 

was fo charitable as to give me a hint of this 
affair, and at the fame time her advice ta 
hurry away that girl as foon as I poflibly 
could. I did not know what method to- 
take before this inftant that Mrs. Perott has 
invited my two eldeft daughters to her houfe 
till fuch time as I may be fettled at Cavan^ 
She is a lady the beft houfewife in Ireland^ 
and of the beft temper I ever knew. Her 
daughters are formed by her example, fo 
that it is impofliblc to place them where 
they will have a better opportwinity of learn- 
5 • ing 



( 403 ) 

what may be hereafter of real advantage 
icm. Dear fir, I fliall impatiently wait 
• advice; for my affairs here require a 
er attendance than I expected. You 
be fo good as to let me know from Mr, 
\en whether the duke oi Dorfcfs letter 
3mc in anfwer to the lords juftices, that 
ly hurry to Dublin ; for people are here 
itient at having their children fo long 
I am apt to believe that if you put 
matter in what light you think proper 
lelord chancellor, he will notinfift upon 
nftilio, which may prove a great lofs to 
The bifliop of Killmore can produce 
tcr I think fufficient to juftify their ex- 
:ncies the lords juflices in granting us 
nts. 

wifli you long health and happinefs, and 
, dear fir, ever have a grateful (cn^t of 
friendfliip, and be with all relpcLl, your 
: obedient and very humble fervant, 

THOxMAS SHERIDAN. 



Dd 2 
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LETTER LXVIL 
Alderman BARBER to Dn SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Quecn-fquare, April 22, 1735, 

It was with great pleafurc I had the fa- 
tour of your moft obliging letter by the 
hands of Mr. Richard/on^ agent to the Irifr 
fociety; for as I am always proud to re- 
ceive your commands, he may depend upon 
any fcrvice I can do him that is in my 
power : when I fay this, I make you no great 
complinfient ; for as that gentleman's merit 
has raifed him to the poll he now enjoys 
under the fociety, it is hardly to be doubted 
but that his integrity, and good condudt for 
the future, will eafily preferve his intereft in 
that body.. 

I am very forry to hear that your old 
complaints from your head continue; and 
the more (o^ becaufe they have deprived your 
friends here of the great pleafure and fatif- 
fadion of feeing you among them, whicL 
is a fenfiblc mortification to them indeed j 
but I am very much pleafed with the ac- 
count you give of your way of living, be- 
caufe 1 am a living inftance how the ceco- 
7 nomy 
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nomy you arc under muft neceflarily preferve 
your life many years. I have the gout 
fometimes, the afthma very much, and of 
late frequent pains in my bowels ; and yet, 
by keeping in a conftant regular way, I bat- 
tle them all, and am in much better health 
than I was twelve years ago, when four top 
phyficians pronounced me a dead man, and 
fent me abroad to die. I ride when I can, 
but not in winter ; for the fogs and mifts, 
and cold weather, murder me. I drink a 
pint of claret at dinner (none at night) and 
have a good ftomach, with a bad digeftion : 
tut I have good fpirits, and am cheerful, I 
thank God. 

I beg pardon for entertaining you fo long 
-vrith my infirmities, which I would humbly 
apply. That if my being regular, with fo 
many diftempers, preferves me to almoft a 
miracle, what muft the fame method pro- 
duce in you i 

About ten days ago I faw Mr. Pope, who 
is very well : fo is the lord of Dawley *. 

It is a melancholy refledion you make, 
liow many friends you have loft fince good 

• BoUngbrote. 

D d 3 queen 
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^ queen Annes time. Many indeed ! for ther^ 
are very few left. The lofs of a friend i-i 
the lofs of a limb, not to be reftored. Pootf 
lady Mjjkam among the reft. Our friencJ 
tlic Dr. f 1 am afraid did not take the care 
he ought to have done. I am told he was 
a great epicure, and denied himfelf nothings 
Pollibly he might think the play not worth. 
the candle. You may remember Docflor 
Garth fiid he was glad when he v«^as dying; 
ilr he was weary of having his flioes pulled 
off and on. As for my part, J am refolved 
to make the remains of vny life as eaiy as 
1 can, and fubmit my felf entirely to the will 
of God, 

You will give me leave. Sir, juft to con- 
gratulate you on your publick fpirit (and for 
which all mankind applaud you) in cre<fting 
an hofpital for the unhappy. It is truly 
worthy of your great foul, and for which the 
picfcnt and the future age mufl: honour and 
revere your memory ! I dare fay no more 
on this head for fear of offending. 

That Gca Almighty would plcafe to re- 
ftore your health, and preferve you many 

•f Arbuthn:tt. 

years 
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» 

years for the good of mankind, is the hearty 
prayer of, Sir, your moft obedient humble 
fervant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

My fervice to Dr. Delany. 

LETTER LXVIIL 
Mrs. PRATT to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, London, April 22, 1735. 

I WROTE in fuch hafte that I forgot 
to make my lady Savi/es acknowledgments, 
which before (he left this, (lie engaged me 
to do in a particular manner from her, by 
affuring you that flic is your obliged humble 
fervant, and wi(hes you all , happinefs, as 
many more do amongft your friends here. 
Her number of children is three, two girls 
and a boy ; who, thank God, fcem pro- 
miling. 

My lord Shelburne^ who is juft come to 
town for two or three days, defires his fin- 
cere compliments to you, invites you next 
June to an empty town houfe, and wiihes 
that accommodation of removing you from 
the inconveniencies of a lodgings n^y tempt 
D d 4 you 
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you to a change of air, and to come amongi!: 
your friends. I wi(h I could tenipt you to 
come hither, as I long to have the pleafur^ 
of affuring you in pcrfon, how fincercly E 
^m. Sir, your ever obliged and moft faithful 
hwmblc fcrvant, 

H. PRATT. 

I. E T T E R J.XIX. 
Mrs. DONNELLAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, May lo, 1735, 

I SHOULD before this have returned 
you thanks for the favour o£ your letter, but 
that I feared too quick a correfpondence 
might be troublefome to you. When I rer- 
ceive a very great honour and favour, I 
think it ungenerous immediately to fue for 
another, though I have the higheft fcnfc of 
the obligation. 

You fay you want me to aflcrt your right 
ever our fex ; and your letter is fo powerful 
bribe, that I fear I fhall give them up to 
yoq, though I am a great affertpr of their 
rights and privileges. A f^ to the employ- 
fnents you affign mc, I readily undertake 
^e/j> »ll, |hou|b I know m^fclf very unfit 
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£of fome of them ; but I have fuch high ex* 

sunples on my fide, that I am not at all 

«(hamed of pretending to more than I can 

4do. I think I can be a very good nurfe; 

you (hall teach me to be your companion ^ 

and, for a houfekecper, I will affure you I 

know to a farthing the lowed price of every 

thing, though I am ever fo ignorant of the 

matter. 

Mrs. Pendarues hath, as you fay, forfaken 
us : by my lord Lar^fdowns death, her bro* 
ther Mr. Granville is become poflfeft of eight 
hundred pound a year, and twenty thoufand 
pound in money ; which was fb fettled that 
my lord Lanfdown could not touch it. Mr# 
Granville is a man of great worth, and z 
very kind brother, and has it now in his 
power to provide for their fitter mifs Gran-- 
ville^ whom Mrs. Pendarues is extremely 
fond of: this you may imagine has been a 
cordial to her for lord JLan/down'^ death, 
though (he had a great regard for hinfi. I 
tell her -when (he has married and fettled 
her brother and (ifler, if (he does not fettlp 
herfelf, (he n^iuft think of her friend? inJrer 
landy and (he promi(es me (he will. 

It is fo much my intereft. Sir, to believe 
you fincere, (hat i will po( doiibt it : I will 

mher 
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rather tliink you want judgment (which is 
very hcird for me to doj or why (hould not 
I (wlu'ch is ftill more pleafing) believe I 
have really thofe good qualities you afcribe 
to mc ? It will only make me vain; and 
who can be humble when praifed by you ? 

I think your indignation againft our ab- 
fenters very jull, though fomc of my family 
fuffer by it ; but we are refolved to be no 
longer of the number, and propofe leaving 
"London this month. Poor Mrs. Barber has 
been confined uith the gout thcfe three 
months ; and I fear we (hall leave her fo : 
her poems are generally greatly liked : there 
are, indeed, a few fcvere critics (who think 
that judgment is only fhewn in finding 
faults) that fay they are not poetic; and a 
few fine ladies, who are not commended in 
them, tliat complain they arc dull. 

I am very forr; Dr. Delany has given up 
his houfe in Dublvv\ for one cannot, as of- 
ten a? one nwy \vi(h it, command time and 
a coach to vifit him at i'ehille. I hope 
tho igh to be admitted into the new apart- 
ment, and to have the happincfs of meeting 
yoa there. 

My brother is highly honoured in the cha- 
rader yoii give him, which, though he ig 

my 
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my brother, I muft fay I think a very jaft 
one : he will deliver you this letter, aijd 
with it my beft thanks for all your favours ; 
being, Sir, with the higheft gratitude, your 
mod obliged obedient fervant, 

H. DONNELLAN. 

My beft fefpeds attend Dr. Delany^ and 
Df. Heljham. 

LETTER LXX, 
Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, May 16, 1735- 

You have never yet put it in my power 
to accufe you of want of civility ; for fince 
my acquaintance with you, you have always 
paid me more than I expedled : but I may 
fometimes tax you with want of kindnefs ; 
which, to tell you the truth, I did for a 
month at leaft. At laft I was informed your 
not writing to me was occaiioned by your 
ill ftate of health ; that changed my difcon- 
tent, but did notlefltn it; and I have not 
yet quite determined it in my mind, whe- 
ther 1 would, have you fick or negligent of 
me : they are both great evils^ and hard to 

chufe 
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chufc out of: I heartily wifli neither may 
happen. You call yourfelf by a great many 
ugly names, which I take ill ; for I never 
could bear to hear a perfon I value abufed. 
I, for that reafon, muft defire you to be 
more upon your guard when you fpeak of 
yourfelf again : I much eafier forgive your 
calling me knave and fool. I am infinitely 
obliged to you for the concern you exprefs 
for the weaknefs of my eyes : they are now 
very well. I have had a much greater af- 
flidlion on my fpirits, which prevented my 
writing fooner to you. My fifter (the only 
one I have, and an extraordinary darling) has 
been extremely indifpofed this whole win* 
tcr. I have had all the anxiety itnaginable 
on her account ; but fhe is now in a better 
way, and I hope paft all danger. I would 
rather tell you fomewhat that is pleafant ; 
but how can I ? I am juft going to lofe 
Mrs. Donnellan^ and that is enough to damp 
the livelieft imagination : it is not eafy to 
exprefs what one feels on fuch an occafion : 
thelofsofan agreeable, fenfible, ufeful com- 
panion, gives a pain at the heart not to be 
defcribed. You happy Hibernians that arc 
to reap the benefit of my diftrefs, will hardly 
think of any thing but ygur own joy, and 

not 
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not afford me one grain of pity. Thus 
things are carried in this world, the rich 
forget the poor. I am forry the fociable 
Thurfdays^ that ufcd to bring together £^ 
many agreeable friends at Dr. DelanfSy arc 
broke up : though Dehille has its beauties, 
it is more out of the way than Stafford- 
jlreet. I believe you have had a quiet win- 
ter in Dublin ; not fo has it been with us in 
London. Hurry, wrangling, extravagance, 
and matrimony, have reigned with great im- 
petuofity. The news-papers I fuppofc have 
mentioned the number of great fortunes that 
are going to be married. Our operas have 
given much caufe of diflention. Men and 
women have been deeply engaged; and no 
debate in the houfe of commons 'has been 
urged with more warmth: thedifpute of the 
merits of the compofers and fingers is car- 
ried to fo great a height, that it is much 
feared, by all true lovers of mufic, that 
operas will be quite overturned.. I own, I 
think, we make a very filly figure about it. 
I am obliged to you for the two Latin lines 
in your laft letter: it gave me a fair pre- 
tence of fhowing the letter to have them 
explained ; and I have gained no fmall ho- 
nour by that. I hope. Sir, though you 

threaten 
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threaten me with not writing, that you will 
change your mind : the fealbn of the year 
will give you fpirits, and I (hall be glad to 
fliarc the good efFedts of them. I am, Sir, 
your moft obliged humble fervartt, 

M. PENDARVES. 

When you fee Mr^. JDonnellan^ {he will 
entertain you with a fccond edition of 
Faufct, too tedious for a letter. I have 
made a thoufand blunders, which I am 
afliamed of. 

LETTER LXXI. 

Lady BETTY BROWNLOWE 
to Dr. SWIFT. 
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SIR, May 19, 1735. 

HAVE the honour to fend you the en* 
clofed letter, and the cover, as it came to 
Mr. Brownlowe. I hope your frugal corref- 
pondent has not, at your expence, incurred 
the proverb of being penny v^rife, &c. and 
thereby occafioned your being a fuiFerer by 
any delay or bufinefs. I fliould beg pardon 
for not having obeyed your commands in 
writing fooner, but that 1 am the only fuf- 

fercr 
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ferer by it^ by being deprived of the fatisfac- 
tion of hearing of your health. The extreme 
cold weather we have had this month, has 
made the country much lefs agreeable ihaa 
ufual at this time of year ; but this having 
been a fine morning, I have been amufed 
very much to my fatisfaftion with laying 
out what I think a very pretty defign in 
my garden. I like my gardener migntily, 
and found every thing in his care in perfed: 
good order ; but the coldnefs of the feafon 
makes every thing very backward : the cu- 
cumbers are not larger than guerkins. I 
beg, if you honour me with a line, you will 
let me know how both lady AchefGn and 
Mrs. Ache/on do, for I have a fmcere con- 
cern for both their welfares. We go next 
week to make a vifit to our friends at Sea^ 
fordy v»?here we propofe flaying about a fort- 
night. I heard yefterday you had thoughts 
of going to CaJ1:el: if it were poflible for me 
to have the happinefs to be prcfent at yours 
and the archbifhop's converfation, I am cer- 
tain I fliould retrieve my character, and that 
you would allow me to be a good liftner, 
which, through other people's faults, you 
do not know; for I aflure you I have too 
great a defire to be informed and improved, 

to 
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t6 occafion any interruption in your cdnvtef- 
iation, except when I find you purpoiely let 
yourfelf down to fuch capacities as minet 
with an intention^ as I fuppofe, to give us 
the pleafure of babbling. Mr. Brawnla^e 
defires you will accept of his compliments i 
and I am, Sir, with great refpedt, your truly 
afFedionate and obedient humble fervant, 

ELIZABETH BROWNLOWE. 
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